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OUR BOOK LIST.

Books for sale at the Methodist Book 
Room, Halifax, suitable for winter read­
ing. Discount to ministers, teachers, 
and students. Cost by mail only one 
cent for every four ounces. By special 
rates we forward cheaply by rail :—

Our large importations during the 
last week leave us at.a loss where to 
bee in with.valuAlo hooks. The stock 
ja so varied and general that we are in­
vited on every hand to read.

First in thé list, however, must, be 
Smith’« History of Methodism in Eastern 
British America, WeMeyati Office. Price 
$1.50. Discount to preachers and to 
the trade.

The typographical and other mechan­
ical work of this line book we leave to 
others to notice. Behind its plea­
sant appearance wo hide our modest 
head, as is becoming a publisher giving 
his first volume to the world. But we 
have no sense of shame—anything but 
that !

Mr. Sm+th deserves, as he is sure to 
receive, great approval. For fidelity 
of statement and statistics ; for neat, 
honest, manly presentation of his sub­
ject, lie deserves great praise. We ex-

Îect to meet a very large sale. for this
Ook. .4; l.’tC

7îi i'. Joseph Cook’s Lectures—thirteen 
of his best - English ;fcd-ition, j pripe 
60 cents. This great man astonishes 
0s more and more at every new deve­
lopment of his mental resources. The 
sceptic world has about ceased to op­
pose him. He has all pretty much his 
own way now; All Christians—indeed 
all thinkers of whatever class—ought 
to read Cook’s lectures. This is a val­
uable edition.

the author gives the student the rich­
est comments without the necessity of 
keeping ihe works of the great writers. 
This is the first appearance of the book 
on this side of the water.

Nesfleton Magna, a Story of Yorkshire 
Methodism. Price SI.50. This story 
first appeared in the London Methodist, 
and proved so immensely popular that 
it was republished in book form, and 
at a rat her*igh price. But the author 
knew what he was doing. It is difficult 
to lay the book down at any stage of 
its reading. We have never me» ex­
actly such a story—its description of 
Methodist life, mingled with the most 
romantic of English rural habits, is 
something unique.

{Some correspondence crowded out.)

Religions of the World, authentic ac- 
- taunts of the various Faiths aud Creeds, 

by members of each Denomination. Price 
$1.05. A standard’ work, which may be 
kept for consultation, as it is not likely 
to be superseded. It takes in not less 
■than 26 difi« rent forms of faith, giving 
detailed art icles of belief, origin of sects, 
tc. A real students book ; and one the 
family cun read w:th profit.

Baptisma, by Rev. J. Lathern. Price 
12 cents, is a neat and thorough man- 
talon certain essential points in the 
wptistic controversy. It is finding a 
good sale.

Sermmis preached in Manchester, 
»!/ Alexander MacLaren. Time vols.

81.35 per vol. This is the sixth 
edition of the work—sufficient evidence 
? 'ts value. Mr. MacLaren is an orig- 
y preacher, something rare in these 

Oeg. He is, withal,clear, concise and 
practical. These are suggestive volumes.

a Treatise on the Atonement, 
Ra. Randles. Price $1.50.
f-l” w°n fame by honest, faith-

onquegt. This, his latest work will
the a Î Wl^v Perusal. On the subject of

of-princifjai in- 
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OUR ENGLISH LETTER.
‘rV '

THE AUSTRALIAN DEPUTATION. JV)

Dear Me. Editor,—At the request 
of-the "brethren of the Australasian 
Conference, a Deputation fmm the Eng­
lish Conference ba#tl»een sent on a visit 
to them. The honor has fallen upon the 
well-known and tnuch-beloved Gorvase 
Smith—now known as the R'v. Dr. 
Gervase Smith. R •membering the 
success of his visit to Canajja, and his 
distinguished services to out Church at 
home, it is certain that tho right man 
has been chosen for this important 
mission. It is hoped that a double 
benefit will bo secured. Otir brethren 
in these far-away realms v ill bo cheer­
ed by the presence and assisted by the 
able counsels of their visitor ; and it is 
widely known time Mr. Smith has beeu 
iu rather feeble health of late, the 
voyage aud entire change of air, will, 
it is trustc/l *?ork beneficially upon him 
aud conduce to his recovery. It re­
mains to be seen whether the brethren 
iu Australia will deal mercifully with 
the noble brother who is gone to th-m, 
and refrain from overtasking bis phy­
sical powers> We have had some rath­
er painful experience in the after history 
of gon e who have been sent abroad as 
the messengers of the churches. It has 
often proved far too great a task and 
one from which even a brave aud good 
man might well shrink.

RITUALISM IN IRELAND 

is advancing, and becoming more open 
and defiant. It is tad to learn that 
among’the foremost of the party, there 
is one or more trained in Methodism 
and now having gone over to the ad­
vanced section of the English Church, 
are endeavoring to hide their antece­
dents by an extra display of ritualistic 
fervor. The last move was in the form 
of a Retreat- -after the model of the 
Ropaan Cat holies, in which the devotees 
separate themselves for about ten days 
from all outside affairs and give them­
selves up »o meditation, to protracted 
services and frequent communions, and 
if rumour may be credited, to confes­
sions and absolutions in the most ap­
proved fashion, at the hands of expe­
rienced Fath r confessors; The sturdy 
Protestantism of Ireland has loudlv 
condemned the proceedings of those 
men, hji| they care not for public criti­
cism and rather glory in this piild form 
of martyrdom. We still hear of acces­
sions to the Roman communion from 
the lanksof those misguided tueu, who 
are thus directly weakening the Eng 
lisb Church and building uf^the great 
a postacy and the foe of oiir liberty and 
truth. “ B.”

Oct. 15. \mi. ts. I
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NEWS FROM INDIA 

is decidedly hopeful and cheering. Co 
pious rains have fallen over a wide area 
of the parched and desolate territory 
and tho crops which are growing will 
in due time yield a fair harvest. Yet 
it is calculated that provision must be 
made for large numbers for nearly four 
months. It has been seated that the 
necessity is yet so great that the Im 
p--rial Government will be compelled to 
grant a large amount to enable the In­
dian authorities to tide over the trouble. 
The response of private benevolence in 
England has been on a splendid scale. 
Nearly .£400,000 bas been paid in to 
the Mission House Fund, and in addi­
tion several of the Missionary Societies 
have raised‘special funds as referred to 
in my last letter. The amount receiv­
ed at Centenary Hah is above £25,000, 
and it is increasing daily.

AUTUMNAL CONGRESSES 

are now in session. On all sort of sub­
jects, and in all parts of the kingdom, 
learned men and men of religious ten­
dencies are meeting for the discussion 
of their various topics. We have this 
year had a decided novelty in the form 
of a Congress of Librarians Those 
custodians of the mighty literature of 
past ages, and of the ever-accumulat­
ing books of the present have met and 
discussed questions pertaining to their 
work, and really they succeeded iu 
making a strong case for the necessity 
of their gathering. The immense work 
of preparing catalogues, the size and 
form of the buildings, the best temper­
ature for the preservation of books and 
manuscripts and the style of binding 
which ought to be adopted were among 
the questions which were discussed.

THE CHURCH CONGRESS

is largely attended and leading men of 
the three great sections, the High, the 
Broad, and the Evangelical parties are 
present and take part in the proceed­
ings. There is a want of harmony and 
not a little bitterness of feeling, yet 
beneath all this there is a strong pur­
pose a resolute determination to work 
for the advancement of church princi­
ples which cannot be mistaken, and 
which is the secret of very much of 
their undoubted success ia the country.

Co 1 resp indent is not dead, though it '‘is 
many months since anything from bis 
pen appeared in your culuiujne. We wrote 
you a Conference letter in June last, in 
which weTried to do justice to the vising 
town of Guelph. But either the letter 
never reached its destination, or acei 
dently got lost amid the mass of your 
correspondence about that time. (The 
letter appealed in our columns, though a 
little late, and on an inside page. We ex 
plained the cause of delay at the thrift, and 
expressed thanks to bur correspondent.-*- 
Editob.) Just as ’we were starting for 
(Joufeirnce, one of our stewards stepped 
into our hun ble pai sonage—“ 1 don’t 
know what we are going to do the next 
year,” said he. “ Can’t see bow we are 
going to pay preachers. Everything is 
rnined. Barley and oats will be a com­
plete failure. Corn will amount to noth­
ing. Our country’s ruined. No rain can 
save our crops now. I don't know 
what we're going to do.” I saw that man 
a little while ago.—“ Best ci op we most 
ever harvested. \V heat turns out splendid 
Never saw a much better crop of oats' 
Barley, capital. Corn’s going. to be tip 
top. We’ll have good pork this fall. 
Never saw such a summer ; seemed as 
though it knew just When to rain, and 
when to hold up. Got my hay in in capi­
tal order, and a good second crop of 
clover, if I can cure it. Clover seed, 
though, is not going to, be as good as 
some years. Don’t think it will thresh a 
bushel to the acre.”

“ W hat do you generally get per acre, 
Mr. W. P” said we.

Well, if we get two bushels, it’s first 
rate, and pays well, too. See, we get a 
good cr ip of hay in June, and then a 
crop of clover seed, which is worth eight 
dollars a bushel, and we do pretty well.”

“ Have’nt the grasshoppers hurt your 
late oats some?”

“ Yes, pretty bad too, in some places ; 
but 1 guess oats will be a pretty good 
crop after all.”

“ Are potatoes a good crop ?
“ Only middling ; not so good as we 

expected,” said he.
“ Didn’t the bug hurt them ?w 
“ No, hardly a bit. I think bugs arc 

about played out. ,We just went over 
them once or so, and it seemed to use 
them up.”

One day, in the home of one of our in­
telligent farmers, we saw a brand new 
map of the country.

That’s a beautiful map. What did it 
cost P” we said.

“ Ten dollars. It seems a little dear, 
but I would’nt be without it for twice the 
money.”

“ Did the agent sell many in the coun­
try P”

No ; he said be sold more of our conn- 
try maps down in Durham (SCO miles 
East), than he did in this country,”

«• Why, how was that P”
- Well, I suppose some of them think 

of coming West, and they can get land in 
Essex for half, or even third, what you’d 
have to pay for it there.”

be better than it is here. I have travelled 
a gu.id deal in Ontario, and I am aston­
ished at the depth and richtfesa of your 
soil here. *nd then your climate is so 
much milder than in any other part of 
Canada. We must be fully one hundred 
miles South of Toronto, and being nearly 
surroubde i with water, you have very lit­
tle winter and frost to what they must 
have there. I never saw eucb fine fall 
corn as you grow in this country.”

“ And you have your orchards and your 
grape' ies. It seems to me it is the best 
country in Canada for grain and fruit. 
Why, then, should your laud be so much 
cheaperp”

“ Well, the French first settled it, and 
they have not much enterprise, and then 
tb. m-g-oes ca i.e in here ; and our lands 
are fl't, and naturally were wet, till we 
gut them ditched, and people got the idea 
it was a poor ço.qntry. But they are be­
ginning to find out now.”

“ What is land worth hereabouts ?”
“ Well, a good cleared farm, jyith build­

ings on, would bring fouiv. )d dlara au 
acre, and s< ine, perhaps, fifty; but plenty 
can be got cheaper. There is some of the 
Indian Reserve land not taken up yet, it 
might be got for five or tea d<dffiBkan 
acre, I sunposo.” -

“ You have no pine in Essex ?”
“ No; but we can get all the pine lum­

ber we want, and pretty cheap, too ; it 
Comes from Georgian Bay. I bought 
some the other daV-for seven dollars a 
thousand, it was cju&p, but was good 
enough for what I waui^d»" I-got good 
for ten dollars. Then our S^iainore and 
white wood mi:kes capital wood for fences,

Leaving our farming (■ binds, come with 
us, Mr. Editor, to our Financial District 
Meeting. Its 5 a. m. ot Sept. 11th. Day 
is Just dawning, when we are seated in the 
magnificent coach of the C. 8. R., our 
companion a junior minister.

“ Is not this a splendid road ? It seems 
the perfection of railroading,” we said.

“ It’s the finest road in America. They 
have sc arcely a curve or a grade upon it ; 
and they makev tpe fastest time on any 
line ‘ in Europe or America.* They made%r America.’ They njjid 
the run from St. Thomas’ to Amberst- 
hurg, 109 miles, in 111 minutes, the other 
day ; including a stoppage of four minutes 
at the Cross. That’s mure than a mile a 
minute, at least, so the Detroit Free Press 
says. And that is not the fir«t time, 
either ; they did nearly as well when Com­
modore Vanderbilt passed over it a few 
years ago,"

“ By the way, you succeeded capitally 
a jear ago with your excursion to the 
Falls on this road.”

Yes, wo cleared $330. It is the best 
thing in the way of excursion that has 
been on the road ; and it wonderfully 
helped our church enterprise ”

“ That was a big undertaking, to build 
so good and handsome a church iu so new 
a place.”

“ Well, it was ; but then we knew Essex 
Centre was bound to grow. It will be the 
county town yet. Four years ago there 
was not a house im this place, and now its 
as thriving a village as there is on the 
line.”

“ What did your church cost ?” a 
“ I don’t know exactly. I suppose not 

less than five thousand ; and two years 
ago we had only one family who belonged 
to us ; and now we have between fifty and 
sixty members, and our church is full 
every Sunday night.”

Well, here we are, only half-past five, 
folks not up ; four hours to the time 
yet. We had better go to some farm­
house for breakfast.

(Continued next week.)

LOOKING TO GENERAL CONFER­
ENCE.

Mr. Editor.
In a recent issue ot the Wesleyan, under 

the above caption, you intimated the pre­
valence ot a somewhat general feeling in 
favor of the re-union of the N. S., and 
N. B. & P. E. I. Conferences. As an 
ardent advocate ot the Confederation 
Scheme, we have watched the progress of 
events with considerable interest and are 
not a little surprised at such a proposal. 
No doubt the scheme is defective in many 
jarticulars and must and will be modified, 
but we hope we will not be guilty of such

you refer to. Every reason that was urged 
iu favor of the division four years ago, can 
be urged with greater force to-day, and is 
growing stronger year by year.

One of the arguments adduced in favor 
of the union, and the organization of the 
General ( (inference, was the amount of 
work to be attended to at our annual ga­
therings. Conferences in the past were 
wont to drag their slow length along for 
10 or 12 days, and important measures 
were unavoidably postponed from year to 
year tor want of time. As Secretary of an 
institution of the Church, we were on two 
occ;tsions| on tlje eleventh" night of the 
session, reminded that the Report we had 
prepared by order of the previous Confer­
ence could not be considered but must lie 
over for another year. So much time was 
required that miejisters were absent from 
their circuits for two Sabbaths and if our 
memory is not at fault, wo have known 
CofUmitteemen to be absent for three Sab­
baths Besides, lviw to accommodate such 
numbers was a serious matter. Halifax, 
St. John, Charlottetown and Fredericton 
alone avert; equalIto the task, and the Sup- 
erintendeUt iu the latter place fourni great 
difficulty in lindiujghomes tor the Brethren, 
although Gibson, Merysville. St Mary’s 
and Douglas werie called to the rescue. 
True, we had a Conference in Saekville, 
and another in Yarmouth, but the distance 
to be travelled morning, noon and night, 
was too much lor many of us. Such 
places as Amherst, Windsor, Woodstock 
and St. Stéphen, could not hope to have 
the honor i and privilege of entertaining 
the Pastorate, oi Ithe Church, but about 
every louiàh yea*one of the above named 
great centres had! to take us, however un­
willingly,; or at whatever iuconveniuce to 
themsclvcÉ! or to us.

All this was felt before Confederation, 
and various experiments were suggested 
or devised to n)eet the difficulty. One 
brother ifyvc arej not much mistaken gave 
notice of motion; at least suggested as a 
remedy, the propriety of limiting the num­
bers in attendance at any Conference, to 
what would to-day not r epics nut one half 
the brethren in the lia bit of attending. Of 
course such a motion as that, if moved, 
wouhf'ffitve beep voted down as a little too 
conservative for* (lie lree air of America. 
A Legal Hundred may be a good thing in 
England, hut a Sanhedrim would not be 
tolerated lijere. Another brother writing 
from a 1 eilain city where the Confefeifpe 
was to be held the following summer, 
broadly hinted through the Wesleyan 
that Ministers wives had better wait lor 
another four years before visiting the 
beautiful region in which he resided. The 
reason was the | oor fellow was perfectly 
peiplexed, and while his heart was large 
enough to Wish all to come, be was un­
able to find humesj f°r us unless we slept 
two or three of us in a room.

For this bim emirnt in favor ot re-union 
there must be a ! reason. What is it? 
Will our Conference work 1m; done betted 
than it is now ? Hardly. Will our Min­
isters be better provided for than at pre­
sent? No. Will the money of the church 
be saved ? We think not hut otherwise, for 
as in the past so will it he again, men will 
be removed! “ regajrdjess of expense” from 
Dan to Beefshcba. ! Mill lour interests gen­
erally be promoted by this backward 
movement ? We would like to see how. 
Would our influence in General Confer­
ence lie greater ? We think not. What 
then can be the reason.

We know not unless it he to make all 
the best Circuits of the two Conferences 
more easilyar ail able to a certain class of 
ministers. There is po disguising the 
fact that certain men have tilled certain 
pulpits since the Union whose chances to 
have gotten them Would have been small 
if one Stationing Committee had done the 
work. Not that they were unfit for the 
position, huit for other reasons too obvious 
to require mention; Things arc working 
well enough, let tis not begin to tinker 
our constitution so soon. Give the younger 
men a chanW, we have plenty ot irifcn in 
each Conference to; fill any and all the pul­
pits therein.; and if ip the working out of the 

Connexional principle,71 there arises the 
necessity for some city luminary to take a 
Country Circuit, a change of salary from 
the *,000 to the $550 you spoke of in jryur 
last issue, aibd vice versa will enable each 
party to intelligently sympathize with the 
trials and sorrows of his brother.

Your’s, truly, X. Y. Z.
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