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ORIGINAL POETRY.

STANZAS.
A\v*v! A»sy '

Hence : vein lieluxve world with thee.
I cannot atitv

To j.artex.—Heaven call* a I oml to ine '
The destitue* of an etemaJ state.

Are hung dependant on Time’» single thread, 
l .ile cuts—while man look» hark to hesitate.

Vnd hope lies buried with the silent dead '

Begone ! begone '
.Nor tempt me w ith thine artful wiles.

1 hurry on,
.Nor hear the Syrens voice, nor heed her smiles. 

Like one of old she may my steps assail.
And “ bring forth butter in a lordly dish."

But, ah ' I see the hammer and the nail,
And Si sera's fate repels each worldly wish !

No more ! no more ’
I leave the world and all behind,

The dream is o'er.
1 haste a surer ’biding place to find.

1 seek a haven of eternal rest.
The happiness of imrii.turh'd repose ;

The land of Beulah—ark of spirits Meat,
Where light no intervening darkness luiows.

MINISTERIAL.

DR ADAM CI.ARKE ON EZF.KIEL xxxtv. 6.
Ruder, if thou be a minister, a preacher, or a per­
son in holy orders, or pretended holy orders, or art 
oaepretending to holy orders, look at the qualifica­
tions of a good shepherd as laid down by the pro­
phet.

I. He profvn«e« to be a shepherd, and to be quali- 
fitd for the oflice.

1 In cotiser) iienee he undertakes the care of a flock. 
This supposes that lie believes the great Bishop of 
•*nuls has called him to the pastoral office ; and that 
office implies that he is to give all diligence to sate 
the souls of them that hear him.

HIS QUALIFICATIONS.

L He is skilful: he knows the disease of sin, and 
its consequences ; for the Eternal Spirit by whom he 
is called, has convinced him of sin, of righteousness, 
■nd of judgment.

2- He knows well the great remedy for this disease, 
die passion and sacrificial death of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. *

3. He is skilful anil knows how to apply this re­
medy.

4. The flock over which lie watches, is, in its indi­
viduals,—either, — J. Healthy and sound. 2. Or, in 
* dsle of convalescence, returning to health. 3. 
Or, still under the whole power of the general disease. 
4. Or, some are dying in n state of spiritual weakness.

Or, some are fallen into sin, and sorely bruised 
■nd broken in their souls by that fall. 6. Or, some 
nave been driven away by some sore temptation or 

el usage. 7. Or, some have wanderea from the 
■mck, are got into stramre pastures, and arc pervert- 

dy erroneous doctrines. Or, 8. Some wolf has 
E?* among them, and scattered the whole flock 
kno^ * l * 3 4^e lrue ahepherd, the pastor of God’s chosing,

tfj ^ow ,0 keep the healthy in health ; and cause 
Jesus Ch^r°W *n ®race> an<* *n their knowledge of
eemi ^t°W lo nour**^*/ecrf, and care, for the convoies- 
^J»jJhat they may be brought into a state of spiritual

f How to reprove, instruct, and awaken, those 
10 ere atill under the full power of the disease of tin.

4. How to Jmd out end remove the cause of that 
spiritual weakness of which he sees some slowly dy- 
»«£• „

5. How to deal with those who hare fallen into 
some scandalous sin, and restore them from,their fall.

6. How to find out and turn aside the sore tempta­
tion or cruel usage by which some have been driven
away.

7. How to seek and bring back to the fold those 
who have strayed into strange pastures, and have 
had their souls perverted by erroneous doctrines ; and 
knows also how, by a godly discipline, to preserve 
him in the flock, and keep the flock honorably toge­
ther.

8. How to oppose, confound, and expel, the griev­
ous wolf, who nai got among the flock, and is scatter­
ing them from each other, and from God. He knows 
how to preach, explain and defend, the truth. He is 
well acquainted with the weapons be is to use, and 
the spirit in which he is to employ them.

In n word, the true shepherd gives up his life <• 
the sheep ; spends and is spent for the glory of 
God ; and gives tip hi» life for the sheep, in defence 
of them, and in labouring for their welfare. And 
while he is thus employed, it is the^iuty of the flock 
to feed and clothe him ; and see that neither be nor 
bis family lack the neeesaries and e ont entendes of 
life. The laborer is worthy of his’meat. He who. 
loes not labor, or becaus^ of bis ignorance ot God 
and salvation cannot labor, in the word and doctrine, 
deserves neither meat nor drink ; and if be exact that 
by law, which he has not honestly earned by a pro­
per discharge of the pastoral function, let him read 
this chapter, and learn from it what a fearful account 
he shall have to give, to the chief Shepherd on the 
great day ; and what a dreadful punishment shall be 
inflicted on him, when the blood of the souls lost 
through his neglect or inefficiency is visited Upon 
him ! See the notes on chap, iii., 17, &c.

LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC.

Ancient M.8. or the Gospels.—The Rev. J. 
Todd, F. T. C. D,, gave latelv to the Royal Irish 
Academy, a short account of a M S. of the four Gos­
pels, of the seventh century and in Irish characters, 
which is preserved in the library of his Grace the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, at Lambeth. The vo­
lume is a small quarto, in the minute hand called 
Caroline, common to all Europe in the reign of 
Charlemagne, but now used only in Ireland, and 
known as the Irish character. The present volume 
appears to have belonged to Maelbrigid Mac Dor- 
nan, or Mactoman, who was Archbishop of Armagh 
in the ninth century, and died a. n. 825. By him it 
was probably sent to Athclstnn, king of the Anglo 
Saxons, who presented it to the city of Canterbury. 
These facts are inferred from nn inscription in An­
glo-Saxon characters, (and in n hand of the ninth or 
beginning of the tenth century,) which occurs on a 
blank page immediately following the genealogy in 
the first chapter of St. Matthew. The discovery of 
this M.S , and the satisfactory proofs which facts af­
ford of its Irish origin, are important, as adding 
another to the many instances with which we are al­
ready acquainted, of the employment of Irish scribes 
in the transcription of the Scriptures during the sixth 
ant! seventh centuries. It is now well ascertained 
that almost all the sacred books so highly venerated 
by the Anglo Saxon church, and left by early bi­
shops ns heirlooms to their respective sees, were ob­
tained from Ireland, or written by Irish scribes.

ADAPTATION OF THE EARTH TO SUPPLY 
SPRINGS OF WATER.

As the presence of water is essential both to ani­
mal and vegetable existence, the adjustment of the 
earth’s surface to supply this necessary fluid, in due 
proportion to the demand, affords one of the many


