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FOI X HK11 1866FARMER’S ADVOCATE.
Fifth Canadian Seed-growers'

. will start their work of selection wun reported to be doing good work in
The fifth annual convention of the Canadian mem ^ im ved by the experiment stations and severul promising men have been

Seed-growers’ Association, held in Ottawa teb. tbne<f above, and this would seem to be the ^ the Ust of members. Last season there
4th and 5th, was well attended, represen a ives rational system. were 536 names on the list, including members
being present from all the Provinces east of the nN PLANT IMPROVE- and applicants. Of these, 139 reported having
Great Lakes, and keen interest was manifested DR CHAS. SADNDLRS O! 1 selection plots under operation, and requested
throughout in the meetings and discussions. Some MEN 1. Qf ,ant. vjsits from the inspector. In all, 199 members
previous conventions may have been more largeT ln the course of a paper on th at the visited by the inspectors during the past
attended and more widely representative of the improvement, Ur. Chas Saunders Ce * 1 1 QUt asQn The number of members in full standing
whole Dominion, but never has greater avance- tral Experimental harm, Ottawa, P *yrtir was 140, and 30 more were accepted
ment been made toward putting the work of the the difrerence between the ^ and during the present convention.
Association on a basis that will appeal to farm followed bv the Seed-growers As Healing with the different sections of the coun-

widen its influence throughout the coun- that followed at the Experimental the trv Mr Newman noted that improvement is
Association method is to select he ()ne noticeable, both in the number of men operating
growing crop repeatedly year af > heads, d in the character of the work being done in

The aims and objects of the Association were difficulty with ^h'S system^ ^ lpr^ucc(i on a„ districts. In British Columbia, most of the

verv fullv and clearly reviewed by the President, which are like y P - different van- operators are working with potatoes
very fully ana cie y Macdonald College, a poor plant or it may even be p oata receive the greatest attention, with
hr' Robertson poK out that the system of se- ety. With.wheats, especml ythe £U wheat coming next. Turkey red ,s the favor- 

Dr. Robertson P members of the Asso- cult to distinguish accurately made itP variety chosen for improvement in tt)e south-
lection, as practiced by the members o ^ ^ yarietieB> and as the selection has to be maoe it* variety cm ' rrovineel_ while in the northern
dation was ^n? ”Cbeen thc practice of the each year, there is always the danger ^ individ- distHcts more attention is being given to the
best^farmers to build a "seed stack" of grain thc ^"^^11^ above, this difficulty softer varieties, such as Dawson's Golden Chaff.
S J from those portions of the field where the ual-plant system afl the d^ired qualities ,n Saskatchewan there are not many active mem-
^n isTt best quality. This superior grain is does not and established in bers ; most attention is given to wheat, oats
^ vint separate and used for seed. A quota- can be more readily recoil . endatiem comjngnext. The Manitoba members are re-

kept separ j ^ that the process of improved.«trams. Dr. Sau*»£ 5 gpeciaiiy-se- ported to be doing excellent work. South of the
g improvement was prac- is that farmers w“ 'vls“ g strain that c P R. main line Red Fife wheat is the favorite

before Christ lected seed, secure their stock from a variety but in the northern districts considerable
was born „ ha* ^ it tire b the ha^d^tion proc- ^ntion is being given to the earlier variety

ReMe ving the Macdonald-Robertson compati- and *;he.nv ^ use ofa small seed-plot, on which Considerable work is also being done with falls sæïj- * ,ors, ™ p-rer •
Îrtin 7mproved. covering a period of only three SHOULD ONTARIO 1MPOR1 SEED POPA1 - - rvement by selection, is corn, oats, barley,
years’ selection. Dr. Robertson estimates that if the 1)uring a discuSsion on crop-improvu-ment iV ^ pQtatoes There are a large number
fi^d crops of Canada last year had been increased T Macoun, Horticulturist, of the Central Ebcpen q( memberg in Ontario, and, on the whole, they
to the same extent that the crops entered in the menlal Farm, Ottawa, expressed the opmion that ^ dojng excellent work Quebec members are
seed growing competition were by three years se- the time wU1 come when Ontario will imp not getting along as well as they might due,
SiJn the^increased value to the country would seed potatoes from the Maritime I ro^nces He ^ it is thought, to the fact that they do
have amounted to $80.000,000. Another stnk- bases this statement on the results of experiments ^ undcrstand the details of operations thor-
ine instance of what can be done by the use of conducted at the Central harm, testing Mantim f)ugh,y It is hoped to overcome this difficulty
gjod seed and improved methods of farming is gcpd potatoes with home-grown seed of by having a general meeting in h rench next
furnished by the experience at the College harm varjety. The first year, the ,nlP , n spring, when the process will be fully explained.

Ste Anne de Bellevue. When the farm was greatly outyielded the home-grown stock, and even ^ the MariUme Provinces the work is becoming 
mirchased it was no better than the average in jn the S(K;ond year there was still n marked dit- nnd more popular, due, to some extent, to
the Province. After three years’ careful crop- fel.ence in favor of the Maritime stock. ■ the exceilent educational influence of the annual
nimr using improved seed, the yield per acre is Mncoun attributes this to a loss of vita eg. wjnter Fair at Amherst. Prince Edward Island
nraetically8 double that of the average farm■ m due to the tubers being grown under ad and Nova Scotia both have a goodly number of
Ouebec This season the farms of Quebec yieldet weather conditions. The past three men who arc doing excellent work in plant mi
crons to the value of $73,000,000. If the aver- becn very dry in the Ottawa district and Mr. provement. New Brunswick has fewer members, 
age vieltl throughout the Province had been a. Macoun thinks that this has resu e they are equally good.
^oori as at the College farm, the value would ering of the value of the potatoes for seed. To
have been $147,000,000. These figures. Dr. overcome this, he recommends securing seed P 
Robertson points out, convey some conception of tatoes from districts where a heavier rainfall in 
the room there is for plant improvement, and sures more perfect development, and there o <^
the work accomplished bv those who took part stronger vital energy, and greater ability to gi
In the sLd growdng competition is good evidence R heavy.vielding crop In support of tins con
ns to what can be done through methods em tention, Mr. Macoun instanced the case of Lng
uloved by the Association. land and Scotland, where it has been found ad-
ploy ed by me vantageous to secure seed from the moister sec

tions of the country for planting in the dry 
districts.

In discussing this question, 1 G. Raynor,
S(»ed-branch representative for Ontario, stated 
that, during his work of inspection, be hud found 
one man who had been growing the same variety 
of potatoes for twenty years, and was now get
ting better yields than ever before He also 
pointed out that the results at Guelph indicated 
that a change of seed was not necessary for best

This seeming contradiction may be due not. produce uniform plants.
that experiments should be conducted at the Ex-

view to determining
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TO ENCOURAGE DISTRICT MEETINGS.
recommendations made by theAmong the

Board of Directors, and approved by the Conven
tion, was one favoring the holding of district 
meetings or conventions by members of the Asso
ciation. These informal conferences have been 
held at some of the winter fairs, and have been 

beneficial in getting expression of opinion
unable

111
I .1

very
from a large number of members who are 
to attend the annual convention.

CHANGE IN CONSTITUTION.
Among the recommendations brought before the 

convention, and finally accepted, after considerable 
discussion was one altering the constitution so 

to give recognition to work of improvement m 
niants that may have been done by other recog
nized authorities. Up to the present no stand
ing in the Association has been given to seed tha 
mL have been improved by the experiment 
stations, or by private individuals unless the 
work was done strictly in accord with the Asso 
ciation regulations, which demand that on^9uar. 
ter acre be the minimum size seed-plot, and that 
In" no" "se" shall more seed be selected from he 
sced-nlot than sufficient to sow a plot four tim 
the size of the one from which the seed was taken.
At most of our experiment stations the y
î. "di.idu.l „l«nt - '«"“"I ,V-
basis of improvement, rather than a bulk seuc 
U„n of heads, as practiced by .he
The system, ns outlined by 1 rof. L. * Several
sto Anne's is, in brief, as follows Several
thousand grains of one variety are planted m 
rows separately, several inches apart eac i^ wa , 
and throughout the growing season these ind.Mil 
ual plants are carefully studied 
the desired characteristics are

number of plants growing.
selected and carefully stored ... , ,

hundred plants are again sion. stated that his experience indicated
of both the there was now a ready market, at good prices.

It hits boon demon

IMPORTANT

FAVOR EXPERIMENTS WITH CANADIAN- 
GROWN ROOT SEED.

as It was pointed out by the Board of Directors, 
II McKenzie, ex-Chairmanand also by Peter 

Standing Committee on Agriculture and Coloniza
tion, that a great deal of the vegetable and root 
seed sold in Canada is of low vitality, and does

It was suggestedresults.
entirely to the very dry seasons which had pre
vailed at Ottawa during the past few years, and perimental Farm, with the
the results there during this abnormal season can -whether root and vegetable seeds can be grown

, and testing their 
with the imported

scarcely be taken as representative of the Prov- economically in this country-
relative value, ns compared 
stock.

ince generally over a number of years.
THE PRODUCTION OF SEED CORN.

valuable address was given by Prof
wereVery interesting and instructive papers 

presented during the convention by Geo. Michaud. 
Assistant Seed Analyst, Ottawa, on “ Conditions 
Which Affect the Vitality and Viability of Seeds",; 
by Prof. R. Harcourt, O A. C., on " The Com
parative Raking Value of 1- lours Made from Differ
ent Varieties of Fall Wheat by A. P. McVannel, 

" Barley Production by Prof- 
Macdonald College, Quebec,

' flow Plants Feed,” and by .1. W. Gibson, 
tiiwa, on “ The Seed-plot as an Educator

A very
U. S. Klinck, of Macdonald College, on the most 
approved methods of breeding and selecting seed 

Prof. Klinck stated that, in corn work, 
tin- ear is taken as the unit, and it was found 
that individual ears vary greatly not only in 
the yield and quality of grain and fodder, hut 
also in the proportion of 
stalks produced, 
that the best seed corn can lie picked out.

.1 O. Duke, of Ruthven Ont., in the discus-
t hat

corn.
:

1 Vrt h, ()nt , on 
Win. Lochhead,broken and barrenthose showing 

noted, and, of the 
about one bun 

1 luring

on
It is only by careful row tests Ot-

Iurge 
drvd are OFFICERS RE-ELECTED.

these onethe winter, 
culled down by more

and the ripened gram 
is kept separate.

in the spring.

.las. W.The ['resident of the Association. Ur.
Rohe! t sob, was
were also the ten first directors, 
names were added to the list of honorary menv

rigid inspect ion
re-elected for another year, «s 

Thirty new
of for home-grown seed corn 

st rated that home-grown seed gives much better 
than stock grown further south

The progeny 
and the seed sown in 

In tliis way. im
plant
each plant 
small test plots

strains of
and, when sufficient 

distributed to farinets
must

sat isfnet ion
Seedsmen recognize this now. and are willing to 

from two to ten cents per bushel more for
the different varieties are

seed is produced.
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