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them ; and they will never again be
wrath, for they will know that
washed away all their sins in His own
moun and hills shall all seem
full of pleasant music ; and even the
seem to flutter their leaves in gladness ;
by Gd will make this earth all mew
more beautiful and glorious than ever it
before. Read and Pet. 3: 13 and Rev,
115
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The Saviour's Kingdom.
May 18, Lesson, Micah 4: 1-8.. Golden Text,
Micah 4: 2.

REMARKS,

Little is known of lhn ! Micah exc
that he lived in the rei tham, Ahaz,
Hezekiah, ki ofj lll ucontem rary

'ff' He is called lhe

h-hly bnm the name of his
place, Nothing is known with certainty
innpn.llahhdulh. There is an account that
which is not unlikely.—See

jes, such as 1: 6; 3:
and §: 2, hne had a mnn hunl fnlﬁlnem md
uungh not positive proof of the literal fulfil-
of those which point to a time yet future,
undoubtedly furnish an argument in its 3
‘The when and where of nulny al;l fM l\
phecies must apply very nearly to those of Mical
since those prophets lived prophesied dunn;
the same period of time, and some of their
utterances are either identical, or so nearly 50, as
to make it a ;m‘:i:lr of douizil_':o which olllhe two
inal lonj e present lesson is
M e coyncernn;‘:déhml 's kingdom ; ind a
ponlm ozll seems evidently to apply to a time
in the future, when the Gospel trium| will
complete, and Chnu s kingdom be
supreme in the world.

LESSON TALK.

In the last days,—the time tubuc‘\:ent to
Chm(‘s coming in human flesh ; ly em-
the whole period of the (.vo-ptl dispensa-
n}' shall come to pass,—the llnng: the prophet
u -hout to make known. These are
1st. The establishment of Christ's kmgdom.
Verses 1, 2.
and. Effects immediate and remote.
W 5 The restoration of Israel. Verses 6, 7.
4th. The Kingdom everlasting. Verses 7, 8.

IST. THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST,

(1, 2.) 7 he mountain of the Lora's house . .
" lhhpo/ the mountains . . + abeve the hills,
is language is in harmony with that of Daniel
a 35—"* the stone that smote the image became
t mountain and filled the whole Earth.”
plain sense seems to be, that Christ’s king-
dom will ultimately be highest,—the dominant or
controlling one in the whole earth, Z%he people
:hd/ flow into it—many mmufa ;:all come. This
the ing
the Gend:lu to the Church. _Skel/ m,hm.;, =
referring doubtless to the eagemess with whic!
the Gentiles would receive the Gospel, and their
readiness to help vthers to learn about Christ,
He—the God 0b will teach s of His ways,
&c. The Gentile nations were very ignorant of
God's ways, They were all idolators before they
received the Gospel; but God fanght them by
Hh Spirit and \hmgh His word concerning /is
lnd a very t number soon learned fo
u His par" For the law shall go forth
of Zion, and the word of the Lord from Ferusalem.
This was literally fulfilled. The Gospel was
first publicly preached at Jerusalem, (Zion), and
thenc? went gnh to the surrounding nations,

Verses

2ND. EFFECTS.

(3.) He shall judge and rebuke, Before Christ
came, God revealed His will and authority, more
especially to the Israelites ; after that, s laws
were sent forth to all men, Mark 16: 15. No
one, since that time, who has had the Bible,
could say I do not know Christ's law—1I do not

know my God has ever since been
 judgi ing among men continually ;
and He will continue to do 50 in the future,

Strong nations afar of (from Jerusalem), have
learned His {::igmenu. and felt His rebukes ; and
nations who have received the Gospel are sending
it on to other nations, so that all men everywhere
may learn of God and His laws. These are some
of ‘the immediate effects of the setting up of
Christ’s kingdom; now follow some that are
remote,—that is, yet future,

They (men) shall beat their swords and ther
spears (implements of warfare) into plang::‘haru
and pruming-hooks (implements of hus
Nation shall not lift up a sword (proclaim vur)
against nation ; nnlﬁrr shall they learn war
(military v:nem:e) a A’

(4.) Every one shall sit mukr (have sure and

ceful possession ot) Ais own vine and fig tree,
mnu of bodily nourishment), and none shall
make him afraid. There will be nothing to fear;
(ar Satan shall be bound—Rev. 20: 3,—and men

be at peace with each other. See again verse
3 ‘This prophecy is sure to be realized u the
carth for the mouth of the Lord hath 3

(5.) For all people will—that is, for a very lony
time—walk every ome in the mame of his G

The het ioresaw that idolatry would live long
and die er but that it will SURELY die, reac
Zeph. 2: 11, We (God's ovn&oplc) will walk
in the name of the Lord our How long ?
A few years? Nay; but forever and ever |

3RD, RESTORATION OF ISRAEL,

(6.) /n that day,—that is, sometime duri
those last days.—Sce Verse 1.—I will assemb
her that halteth, (valks limpingly),—that is, the
Jews, at that time shifti f uently from the
'unlnp of God to the w of idols, and back
ug in to that of G whm wme vigorous ruler
bec: me their leader,—and /will gather her that is
driver omi—scattered  abroad—that is, Israel,
(the ten tribes), then but recently carried into
captivity, (and Kings, 17: 6). And her that 7
have affiicted,—that is, the whole Israelitish
nation.

(7.) 7 will make her that halteth (the Jews) a
mmnm‘.—lhll is, a remnant whom God would
sometime call into the kingdom of His grace,
Joel 2: 32. Rom. 11 : §,—and her that was cast
u[ a gmu; zekiel 37: 19-22, Rom.

4TH. AN EVERLASTING KINGDOM,
(7,8.) And the Lovd shall reign over them.
Where? In mount Zion. How long? From
henceforth, EVEN FOREVER. And thow, O tower
{ the flock, &c. Jerusalem, including the fortified
lll. Zion, was literally the stromghold of the
lr(hnuae. postenity) of Zion. Unto thee
:h i YT come, even the ¥FIRST DOMINION, The
first dominion of Israel was a Divine Theocracy
’—Gold ‘wr; :((ng This d;:nlmon ceased when
srael, t ing a 7 people, demanded
a king from Sm:gl ,’l‘;:l rejecting God from
ruhnF (in a secular sense) over them. Here it
is pnnly foretold that the Divine Theocra
be

shall
u;dm shall come to the daughter of Zion,

"The Holy Spirit Promised.

May 25. Lesson, Joel 2: 28-32. Golden Text,

Acts 1:

REMARKS,'

The precise time in which Joel lived and prophe-
sied has been the subject o{‘ much wnul:;:epﬂy.

However, a number of critics and commentators
agree in placing it in the of Uzziah, and not
far from years before Christ. Of his history
nalhmz certain is known. Judging from his writ«

mission was to Judah ; and it is likely he
was one of the first, ?‘ombly Me first, who was sent
specially to her. e prophetic survey which he
takes is a very large one, sweeping on from the
near events referred to in the first thlp(er. con-
densing the religious history of centuries into a
few glowing sentences, and scattering gleams of
light along the pathway of the ages down to the
verv time of the end.

LESSON TALK.

1t shall come to pass afterward,—that is, after
the judgments, the deliverances and the gracious
blessings before spoken of—rhat / will powr out
My Spirit upon all fiesh, We need be in no doubt
about the right interpretation of this prophecy ;
for the Agoslle Peter, s nlung under the
of the Holy Ghost, applied the whole scripture
contained in this lenon, except the last clause of
the 32nd verse, to the great outpouring of the
Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost,—see Acts
2: 16-21.  This simplifies our lesson down to one
topic, namely :—

THE PROPHECY VIEWED IN THE LIGHT OF ITS
FULFILMENT,

(28.)  Upom all flesh,~that is, upon some of all
nations, or the representatives of all nations of the
(then) known world. This will be seen by referr-
ing to the list of nationalities enumerated.—Acts
‘:‘.. 911 i—where w; I:mA lln-‘:‘-‘ll: heard, rch:

is own language, the t e Gospel, A
your sonsand ;a?r dmg‘lﬂ':‘:ﬁdl  prophesy (teach),
7 his gift of teaching, is one of the special gifts of
the Holy Ghost, bestowed, in greater or less
degree, upon all who are r ted ; and, un-
like some other gifts of ﬂponohc times, has
remained in the chnvch and will remain through
all time, Christians should m lo n. then, that they
be not guilty of burylr, rd's money.

Your old men shall dream lnnu—)wr young
men shall see visions. Dreams and visions were
among the special mediums through which God
revealed His will in the early history of the
Church. But as the Church gained strength,
these gradually became less frequent, and possidly,
they are no r given. Persons, however,
who assert that they are no lons:r sent for the
same purpose as at first, should be careful to
know they are right.

(29.) Also upon the servants and handmaids,
&c.  The gift of the Spirit should be free to all
ranks. Men and women of every grade, from the
loweu lo the highest, and evem little children,
lh I\ Hi T of‘t ‘:« Ibe ‘;:l‘ e

im might feach others t lesson
of’:‘ﬂeuuon lhm.n'gh Jesus Christ, e

(30.) This prophecy is supposed by many to
refer to lhe various s m«f ents that are
said to have occurred mn fore the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem; and b:fon the ian
mh¢mn was firmly established in the Roman

(3| ) The darkening of lhe sun and the turn-
ing of the moon into blood are supposed to refer to
the effects, political and religious, of the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem by the Romans ; and the great
and terribleday of the Lord, to the taking of lhc city
and the sacking of the temple, This may be true ;
yet these verses, when carefully compared mlh
other scriptures, seem clearly to have a b
meaning, and to shadow forth events yet in the
future. If this is true, their ever being satisfac-
torily explained, except in the light of their fulfil.
ment, l«m doubtful.

(32.) Whosoever shall call upon the name of the
Lord,  Peter lp{lled this prophetic promise to
the time in which he was speaking ; and in fulfil-
ment of it, about persons were saved and
added to the church.




