sttange gods from among them, and served
Jehovah” (ver. 16) ; turning to God from idols they
served the living and true God. Then Jehovah
opened to them the treasures of the pity of His
heart. :

God wishes that this should be the character of
revivals in the sorrowful days in which our lot is
cast. It is well for souls to be acquainted with
their privileges and heavenly position ; but it is
also necessary that a deep work in the conscience
should accompany the revival, in order that fruits
of true holiness, humble devotedness, complete
consccration may be borne by Christians, and that
without ostentation or putting themselves forward
to speak of themselves, but, forsaking idols, to
serve the Lord. i

However blessed this day of revival was, one
thing was painfully lacking—a knowledge of the
fundamental truths which God had confided to His
people. ‘‘And the people and princes of Gilead
said one to another, what man is he that will begin
to fight against the children of Ammon ? e shall
be head over all the inhabitants of Gilead” (ver. 18).
They had no sense of the unity of the people.
Gilead made of himself a party. The authority
and guidance of the Spirit of God were) but little
known, for they said : ‘“ What man is he ?” They
had only another step o make—to choose for
themselves ; this step they took in vs. 4-11 of the
following chapter. Not that Jepthah was not
raised up of God, but Gilead took part in the




