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before, had foretold what the disobedient and re-
bellious ways of Israel would lead them to, but it
was the lot of Jeremiah to be on the ship when it
went to pieces. He warned and warned again of
the rocks that were ahead; but Israel heeded
not. Up to the last moment, he was used of God
to press home on their consciences their sad con-
dition—but without avail; and even after the
captivity, he remained to guide the wayward
remnant of those left in the land, but only to ex-
perience the same obstinacy and determination
to be ruined on their part.

The word of the Lord came to him in the
thirteenth year of Josiah's reign. Now this was a
period of blessing—of revival, It was in the
eighteenth year that the Passover was kept, of
which it was said : ** And there was no Passover
like to that kept in Israel, from the days of Samuel
the prophet.”  Jeremiah would have his share in
that joy. [ have often thought how much de-
pends on the start of a Christian ; how easily the
heart sympathizes with what is around, whether
baneful or healthful. To have the lot in early life
cast among the fresh provisions of God’s house,
and mid the energies of His own Spirit, will give
advantages to such a soul which are not the com-
mon lot of the church of God. Such were Jere-
miah’s first days, the days of Josiah—he was
cradled in blessing—such, too, as had not been
tasted in Israel, since the days of Samuel. He
lamented the death of Josiah. These joys so fresh




