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of the I’ost l Mice business as they il<> in (treat 
Hrilain. Mr. Clarence II. Mackav being inter
viewed on the subject said : “This xvouhl lead to 
taking over the telephone lines aUo. The British 
Government fouinl this to lie so and two week-, ago 
it took over the telephone lines in Knghmd at an 
enormous exjiciise. I'hv telegraph and telephone 
lines in this cuuntry are worth from $_\ooo.ooo.ooo 
to $3,000.000,«xi. This would include the indepen 
dent telephone companies, owning nearly $51x1.01x1. 

txxi of property and having some 450.1XX1 stuck 
holders. I venture to say that they would he oper- 
ated by the Government at great annual loss, just a- 
in Great Itrilain where the losses mi the telegraphs 
alone up to dale are figured at $i~x,<xxi,<xxi More 
over, the Government would then lie employ ing lum 
dreds of thousands of clerks, telephone girls, tele
graph operators, managers, etc. It would lie a 
colossal political machine."

lie added: “The English government paid out 
enormous sums for the telegraph lines and then found 
to its surprise that it had to settle w ith the railroads 
with which the telegraph companies had contract'. 
I happen to know that this disturbed the government 
very much, hut the government was in for it and had 
to carry it through—always at the expense of the 
taxpayer. The Western Union has thousands of 
contracts with railroads in this country, and if the 
Government should take over the telegraph Imcs ii 
would have to settle for those also. ( hi the whole 
I guess the American government will not buy the 
telegraph lines so long as the Postal keeps up com 
petition. The Postal lines are not for sale."

The annual repirt of the Medi
cal Health Officer for 1 
shows that the death rate has 
fallen to 21.30 per tono or 1.01 

less than the previous year. There were <>,074 
deaths, 5,110 male and 4,8114 female. Infant mor
tality has been 5.355 for children under 5 years of 
age, giving a percentage of 53.f«) |ier too of the gen
eral mortality, which is a decrease of 0.50 per uxi 
over 1910. Statistics of mortality from contagions 
diseases arc as follows:

Prominent Topics.
The Quebec Minister of 

lullwey Wlltî Public Works, the H011. Mr.
Taschereau, has given notice 
of a Bill regarding the re- 

spmsibility of railways for lires caused by their 
|i h*i motives.
the companies are held responsible for damages up 
to $5,000 if proof is made that the fire is caused by 
their engines. The Quebec Act will be on the same 
lines.

fer Flr.i.

Under recent legislation at t tttaw a

Mr. Henry Labouehere, who died in 
Death sf Mr. Florence, on Tuesday, will he much 
Lahoechere. missed, not only by the many |ieoplc 

who knew him personally, but by the 
many more who only knew him by his work. As 
the representative of personal journalism he stixid 
alone in England. He had many imitators, but there 
was only -one “Labby," daring, original, caustic 
public-spirited, a "’ttle mischievous, but almost in
variably well-meaning. He has exposed more frauds 
and scarified more humbugs and hypocrites than 

! any other hundred men In England. It is hard to 
conceive of Truth without Labouehere.

The United States Government is
EBelrweyaad spending a good deal of money to

Economy. save money ami promote efficiency 
and the expenditure ao|>cars to be 

I justified by results. In a message to Congress, I’rcs- 
I idem Taft recommends increasing the appropriation 
I for the Efficiency Commission to $joo,(xxi for the 
■ current year and $50,000 more for publication. Last 
I year it cost $130,000. He says: Operations of the 
I Government affect the interest of every person living 

within the jurisdiction of the United States. Its 
gross expenditures amount to nearly $1,000,000,000 
annually. Including military ami naval establish
ments, more than 400,01x1 persons are required to 
do the work imposed by law. The Efficiency Com
mission recommends that the Revenue Cutter Scr-

MontreeVe Death 
Rate.

vice lie abolished and its work performed by other 
services, thus effecting a saving of $1,000,000 
annually. Kor the handling of. incoming mail in 
Government departments the averages of cost by 
departments vary from $5.84 to $84.40 i>er 1,01x1; 
for outgoing mail, from $5.94 to $69.89 |>er 1,000.

The annual cost of travel to the Government is 
alxmt $12,000,000, an amount which seems to allow 
lute of room for economy.

Decrease.lit 10.
155

Hill.
74 MlMeasles..............

Scarlet fever ..
Diphtheria .. .
Typhoid fever .
Phthisis...........
Value of Beal 

Estate In Toroato. sale of the Manufacturers Life 
building and site at the corner of King and Ynnge 
streets, Toronto for $800,000. We now learn that 
the value of the building alone was $75,000, anil the 
property having a frontage of fio feet mi King street 
and 90 feet on Yonge street, this makes a price of 
$134 per square foot for the site. This is largely in 
excess of any prices on St. James Street, Montreal.
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We referred last week to the

Postmaster General Hitch-
Goyerm»e»t Owuewklp COck has proposed that the

of U. S. Telegraphs. United States Government
shall take over all the 

telegraph lines in the country and run them as part


