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of the unovoidable distress of precarious employ-
‘went, tho honourable desire of being decently
buried, (icw men into association for mutual help.
The opprossive loneliness of individual lives in-
spired eftorts to relieve this misery by social gather-
ings. | annual feast, long centuries ago, as it
js vet, wis a very attractive feature, so were, as
they arc to-day, the periodic gatherings for busi-
ncn and recreation.  Without  Lodge, or Court
meeting~. fortmightly or monthly, the friendly so-
ceties would collapse.  In the dreary days of olden
times these mectings were about the only pleasure
open to workmen and traders.

The Guild grew naturally out of such conditions
in days of yore and the evils which

as existed \
brought therr doom, if evils they were, which is
disputable, developed out of a commendable desire
to associate the Guilds with such *religious ordin-
ances and customs as, in those days, were universally
established and practiced, which, to-day, command
the revercnce of milhons of Christians.

These Gmlds existed in England before the Con-

quest.  One existed in many villages. Each owned
its hall, or hured a meetmg room.  The income was
partly derived from contributions  from _members
and trom property acquired.  The willage Guild
was open to the inhabitants generally. They all
knew cach other and so protected themselves and

the lecality from strangers, against whose soattle-
ment there was a stringent law,  Free labour was
anknown, each labourer was bound to the soil. To
be a member of a Guild was a birthright, it con-
ferredd nighits of maintenance and such orivileges
asamonopoly of manufacturing and selling within
the district. The Guild also issued trade-marks
and protected members from these being fraudulent-
Iy wsed, 1515 done to-day by the Cutler's Company

of Sheffield

In the exclusive privileges of these old Guilds we
e the germs of the modern Trades l'nlun' the
eorts of which to prevent non-members from fol
lowing their calling are exactly on the lines of the
Gulds These organizations may be generalized
i nnation of the objects of a Fraternal So-
oety with those of a Trades’ Union. as those objects
were o restramn labour competition and eare for
th econeanie and social wslfare of members- and

their fanilies

The Guild meetings naturally developed a taste

and capacity for combinations, out of and by virtue
of whig military force became organized of the

i i local mihtia, which, in Loadon, stood
the city 1 good stead, partly as a defensive force,
bt mor- popularly as a restraint upon the tyrannous
tercise of  despotic power by the Crown. The
trambandS" asseciated with Guilds promoted the
freedon 1 citizems.  Civil liberty owes much to the
Gulds

That wonicipal Government in some crade, prac-

tically unorganized form existed from the carliest
times may be assumed.  As soon as a town began
to develop out of a few scattered settlers, there
would necessarily b regulations estabhished for
protection.  To some of such towns royal charters
were granted by which certain privileges were con-
ferred, not very agreeable at times to the local lord
of the soil. But the local governing bodies were
very loosely, if at all, organized. As the Guilds
strengthened they became the precursors of muni-
cipal corporations, the Guild Hall was practically
the Town Hall. “Guild Hall” is still the name of
the Town Hall in some English cities Some func-
tions of a municipal corporation they discharged.
They prepared the way for local Government hy
exhibiting the advantages of associated citizenship,
by training men in the management  of  pubhic
“ffairs, and by infusing in the members o sense of
corporate responsibilites.  English self-government
owes much to the Guilds

As fraternal, or benefit societies thoese bodies wore
invaluable.  They were not obliged to relisve the
destitute, or to otherwise help members, but in this
benevolept work they were zealous. Their income
came from admission fees, payments by membors,
and fines for breaches of rulss. In this feature
they were identical with modern triendly societies
In another respect they differcd widely from any
modern institution.  The members comprised mer-
chants and manufacturers, some of them wealthy
as wealth was known in these days—who frequently
gave lands, houses and money to the Guild, These
gifts were made chargeable for rehigious offices,
which provision was the excuse for the confise ation
of Guild properties, as they wer-
“devoted to superstitions uses.”

declared to be
F'o some such nses
they possibly may have been, but, if Parhiament, or
King were justified in conhiscating property devoted
to what they choose to think is a “suporstitions use”
we fear some Christian churches would be in dan
ger of being stripped of their possessions.  The
alleged evil might have been suppresssd  without
robbing the Guilds to enrich court favorriti
find a king money for extravagant expendituees
Schools, for instance, might have been built and

5, Or

endowed  as one was at Birmingham, in King
Edward the Sixth's reign, which, with 1its offshoots,
15 as noble an educational institution as any in th
world

Other members  founded almshovses  for their
aged, or destitute brethren, the properties of which
were confiscated,  Some of the Guilds were rich, as
15 shown by two of thoss at Cambridge having
founded a new college

The Guilds by their services to frecdom, by h-lp-
g so effectually to break up the serfdom of work-
men aroused the animosity of the land-lords whose
tyrannous claims over' the persons and services of
all classes of laborers the Guilds resisted.
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