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THE SEAT OF THE WORLDLY LIFE
(By Dr. George Matheson.)

“If any man love the world, the love
of the Father is not i bim.'—I, John
2: 1D,

To the mind of St, John the darkest
shadow of the buman soul is worldlimess,
Perbaps each of us has a special aver-
sion to some special form of sin.  Mat-
thew, Mark and Luke emphasize the hor-
ror of blasphemy. aul liys stress on the
danger of unbelicf,  James is umpressed
with the evil of idle hands.  But John
Las a special aversion to  worldliness,
Why? 1 take the reason to be that he
himself had been specially bitten by that
form of win,  John had started on the
race of life under the impulse of personal
ambition, 8o intense had been that am-
bition that it bad suffused even his reb-
gion,  He had asked for a front scat in
the kingdow of heaven—a seat beside the
Lord where he would have a monopoly
of the Divine Presence, e bad now
come tu see that this seeming picty was
eatreme worldliness,  And why was it
worldliness?  Because he was too tond
of the society of his brother man? lxact-
ly the rveverse—because he was noy fond
cnough  of that society.  John's errvor
lay in forgetting the claims of his brother
wan—-in wishing to be aloue in his glory.
I he had asked that the front seat might
be extended so that there might be room
for everybody, it would have been all
right.  But to desire a monopoly of God,
10 seek an exclusive access to the audience-
chamber of the King's Son, this was o
breach of brotherhood, and therciore tins
was worldliness, And that is the reason
why Jobn says, “lf any man love the
world, the love of the Father is not m
him.” Jle means that there can be no
sense of fatherhood where there is no
sense  of  brotherhood. 1f  worldliness
significd anything else than unsociabihity,
there would be uno meaning in the states
me 1f to be unworldly means to be
a hermit, why ehould it indicate the love
of God--why should it indicate any love
at alll But if to be unworldly means
to be wo bernut, i to be unworldly
means to be social; if to be unworldly
weans to have a right hand of tellowship
for our brother man, 1 can understand
why it prepares for my love of God. He
that loves the brother whom he hath
scen s ripening for devotion w that com-
mwon Father whom as yet he bath  not
seen,

Lord, let me not think that the world
is a place!  That would lead me to under-
rate my difficulties. 1 the world were
any particular place, 1 could casily get
nid of it, It it were a theatre or a ball-
1com or a garden-party 1 could soon take
the wings of a dove and flee away and
be at rest, But the world is none of these
things—the world is within me. 1 can
carry it about to any place, and the place
to which 1 carry it immediately becomes
worldly, Teach me this trath, O Lord!
Teach me , Whatever 1 think of my-
self alone, that spot is the world! Teach
me by the lesson of Thy disciple that 1
can make thought of heaven itseli a
worldly thought! Remind me ever that
his most mundane moment was his vision
of paradise—his vision of Thy heaven as
a place where he was to stand in advance
of all men! Impress me with the know-
ledge that 1 am not to be driven out ot
the world, but that 1 am to drive the
world out of me! Help me to expel it
from my own heart! Reveal to me that
to find Thy rest 1 need no wings of @
dove, no flight from the common haunts
of men! Crucify the image of my own
soul, and I shall hear Thy voice saying,
“Go where thou wilt.” Drive out the
sclfich man from the garden of my heart,
and there will be no need to remove me
from the tree, Create a clean gpirit with-
in me, and 1 shall not fear to live in un-
clean streets,  Bathe myself in Jordan's
stream, and the wilderness of Judea and
the wedding of Cana will to me be alike
unworldly; for alike in the wilderness
and at the wedding I shall think of the
brotherhood of man.—~Chrittian World.

SPARKS FROM OTHER ANVILS.

Herald and Ures’y--Sincerity in Christ-
lan work de no guarantee of success, One
mway point out to others a smoother road,
but 11 it does not go where they wish to
g0, neither his sincerity nor  their  con-
hdence in him will take them to ther
destination, An o easy salvation  which
ignotes sinoand seltsurrender is no salva-
tion,

United Presbyterian—The talents that
we have are the ones that we are to an-

swer for. God does not require bricks
where he has given no straw, 1t is only
cruel taskmasters who  do  that,  But

where he has made an investment  he
looks for revenue, Ile requires only a
fuithiul use of that which he has given,
Where much bas been given much will be
required,

Presbyterian Witnes—The call for con-
secrated and thoroughly equipped labot-
ers to gather the great harvests that wait
for reapers inevery land, was never so
lcud. To your knees, then, Christian par-
ents, and pastors. The Lord will be en-
quired of for this, This kind cometh
not forth but by prayer. Let the whole
church begin to pray in earnest lor men
Lo meet the growing needs of her expand-
ing work, and the response is certain, for
He has said “Ask and ye shall receive.”

Michigan  P'resbyterian—lIs  there a
future  dite? Natural  theology  has
it answer,  Underlying  the  parable

of Dives and Lazarus 1s an appeal to
the common sense of the hearvers, It
simply voices their own demand for right-
ing the wrongs and equalizing the inequali-
tier of this life, As a finished volume
this Iie is a wondertul failure a chap-
ter it will do very well.  There would
be no great tragedies without the back-
ground ol cternity, There would be no
great preaching without the roar of eter-
nity's sea in the hear cars,  Iitermity
throbs in the moving emotions, the thrill-
ing sacrifices, and glorwus deeds of humar -
ity.

Maritime Baptist—It is evident that the
very short pastorate must fail largely in
the matter of developing  the  church.
The pastor who expects to stay only a
short time with a  church  will  hardly
think it worth while to enter upon any
thorough, systematic efforts for the bet-
ter organization of its forces, The spas-
modic way of doing things is allowed to
prevail, I there is a revival the increase
of spiritual power is not directed to the
best vesulis, and the life of the church is
soon as uniruitiul as  before. Then the
minister resigns and goes_away, and the
church for a longer or shorter time be-
comes a grazing ground for unattached
ministers and  candidates until another
postor 1s secured and the old story ve-
peated,

Lutheran Observer—Sin has not depriv-
ed us of any of the elements of person-
ality, in which our natural filial kinship
to consists, It has not subtracted
from them by taking away a superadded
gift; it has not added to them by becom-
ing of the substance of human nature,
The havoe which it has wrought has been
in breaking the inner harmony of our
rational spiritual powers with the law of
righteousness in which they were origin-
ally set. It has introduced a deep dis-
order into their action, It has deranged
intellect, heart and will, 1t has made us

aliens from holiness and God. It has
led us to hate the restraints of our
beavenly Father's law and love. It has

made ws prodigals, bent on taking our
portion of goods into a far country, awsy
from the Father's eye and the Father's
house,  We are still sons of God, but
we have lost the spirit of sonship, re-
pudiated its obligations, forfeited its
privileges,. We are still God’s children,
but rebellious children, wanderers from
o .

WHAT CHRIST EXPECTS OF US.
Some Bible Hints,

Whomever Christ sends forth is as sale
in the midst of wolves as of lambs (v. 16).

Our testimony will be given us without
our preparing only when we have had no
chance for pooparing (v. 100

We “hated of all men for His vame's
sake,” when tor Ihs sake we do not
dare face the sneer of one man? (

Our conlession of Christ w
for Him; Dis contession of us means His
lite for us—a gift intinitely greater (v. 92),

Suggestive Thought,

Christ does not promise s disciples
peace, but better than peace: victory!

Christ bas promised to be with s
disciples always; that promise includes all
others,

Af Chriet should appear to you in bhum-
an form and bid you follow Him, would
your discipleship take on  new  reality?
Then how real is it now?

The most holy lite 1s none the worse
for sbrewdness nor the shrewduess hie foy
holiness,

A few lllustrations,

A loving child » shamed to have a
comtort or luxury tuat father or mother
cannot have; do we want our lives to be
wore fortunate than our Lord's?

A soldier readily follows his general
who has worked his way up from the
ranks,  There is no service or trail in
which Christ has not preceded us,

The true Christian s an image of Christ
projected by the Light of the world,—a
pew and marvelous stereopticon,

Wireless telegraphy is giving us a hiut
of how subtle and direct 1s Christ’s com-
wunication with His disciples,

To Think About.

Am 1 stauding  for
Christ,

Would Christ gladly own all my acts
and words?

Do 1 rely upon any guide but Christ?

A Cluster of Quotations.

The  is no way of being delivered from
this lite of selt but one: we must follow
Christ, » t our heart upon Him.—Andrew
Murray.

Never a weakness that He doth not feel,

Never a sickuess that e cannot heal.

D. W, Whittle.

We must walk so close behind Christ
that people will not see us, but Christ.
—Bishop Thoburn,

Christ always gives more than men ask
for.—Alexander McKenzie, '

Bible Readings,
Christ expects wisdom,

recoguized  as

M., June 4. Luke
16: V-12

1., Juue . us  to obey,

Mark

gentleness, 2

.

7. Christ expects bolduness,
U-138,
S Christ expes
H
Matt,
Christ's life, VL. Ilis

disciples, and  what
Matt, 10: 16-33,

Christ expucis fidelity,
30,

Topie

PRAYER.

O Lord, Thy mercy is great it extendeth
over all Thy works, it endureth for ever,
it becomes tender mercy by long uses and
great endurances, and Thy Findness be-
comes loving Kindness, the very bloom and
fragrance of love.  May we enter into the
sunctuary of Thine heart, and find rest
there, having entered by the living door,
the living Christ.  How precious are
Thy thoughts unto us!  They are not of
the earth earthy; they fill all Hcaven,
4 reveal infinity, they dwell upon the
ties of the eternal state, and whilst
we follow Thy thoughts we are lifted up
in noblest elevation and forgetting earth
and time and space we see heaven opened
and the whole ereation gathered in wor-
ship round the feet of Christ. Let us
also gather there and feceive the rich
blessing of Thy Fatherhood. Amen.




