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II
and chjAstiiin charity, in the sight of God and intin, would
be faithful Ireland prostrate in Miipplicatinn tollt^reu, for

mercy and compassioiyiii her ancient enemy. ^Vfid within
the List year, wherever he was seen amongst thein on his
errand of love, have not tho persecuted Irish nobly
responded to his cttll ? Yes ; they have proved th'at they
can make sacrifices jf- fooling, as well as sacrittces of pro-
perly and life, for the Glorious Faith which they loved
More dearly than both. Having learned from Ilim who
was judged imjiiMly how to die for Truth, they have also
learned how to pray for their enemies.

It siA^ins as if by some inscrutable dispensation of Divine
Providence, that, Ireland, Mlio»e nationality is as distinct
and peculiar now as it was in the days of Henry 1 1, should be
reserved as an instrument in the bands of (iod lor the w eal
or woe, the * ruin or resurrection'' of her more powcrf^il
neighbour. More grateful to our heart is the conjecture
of man\ wise and holy men, that I'^ngland will recover her
lost Faith through the agency of Ireland by that s.veetly-
disposiiiff wisdom of Ilim whochoosss tho fooliah things of
this wc rll to confound the wis^, and the weak things of
this world to confound the strong, a]MiU<c things that arc
contcinptihle and-tha't are not, to bri||Bp nought the things
that are, that no flesh 's'jould glory iuTiis iSig.ht. (4G)
deed for a long time pjisl the Iri^h.have been silently,

and perhaps linconscTousJy engaged in the Cdnvcrsion of
England. A very largo number of the ^'.nglish Mission^
are supported by Irish priests, Irish Congregations, Irish
generosity and Irish zeal.^'hus in "the bands of God,
ttirough whom " all things wRjperate unto good" (47) even
the sius of men, (48) the indirect fruit of English epiirT>ssion

in Ireland, has been,' to import hack again to the chores of
Albion, that Keligioii whicn she so much dreaded. Neither
is it the first lime that P.ngland has derived much spiritual
benefit and intellectual improvement from the Island of
>aint8. Twelve centuries ago the valuable services of Irfe-

cxcile our pity, raihor th^n our surprise. I-Vr, onlj con-
ceive a member of any of ilie I'rolcstnnt rorriininiiiin? in

that country, trained up fi^om his infniicy in the Ixiit I il- it

Catholicsh.tte him; that they would ihink it rociuict'i
injure him'; that ibey have i^ lojjioct for ilu* b.uu iii» of .-m

oath; that they can oht.iin jjardon of nny lr,iiif,:.Mc,sfjon lor

money : that they can get leave to cciiin.it any t-iii^ Hey
please, by paying a stipul.itoi nnni; tli.ii v. ith thorn, ili- end
justifies the means, no matter lio.v uitkcd ; ilviMlity iniil.>;

a Divinity of the the IJlcEscd Mo! her of (iod,, and ^vor^biit

hei as such J that they adore Anuels and .Saiiils, or oiV' r

them the homage which belongs to the Diity alinic; tliil

they place their h(>pe.H of salvation in llitir prii•^ts, or i;i

Jong prayers, fasting >ind snpersiitious praciicef, and nut
in the merits of Jesns Chrisit's ^as.•^ioi^ and DcatI; ;" tlii't

tlioy make idols and iinjigos, and Kct op relics, to ;iri.>re aiid

pray to them, as if they were God HiinicU'; tlint tln'v li;i*o

or fear the nible, are liot pi-nnittod to read it, and picf-r
human tracfitions Ijcinjljts luMvenly— in; t)irc<l nimy ; tliat

their priests preach to them iy iMikiinwn tonjines, au(i ibnt
'

they have blotted out, or concealed one of Ihi,- (utiitra! d-
tnenls, lest the deluded people ssliould see the il.ini.tr oiidil—worship; that the I'opeciiiigive them aili.|'i;i::-ai;;i!i io im

In- ,nny thing howsoever wicked, provided it Ic t,ir tlic ^ md <f
tlie Church; that there is a rcriiiar list, kept iir ;^ Ij.iuk at
Home-, of the prices of every s-in, cither for lean* to com-
mit it, or for its pardon after cninndssinn—in a word, tli.'rt

,thcir whole Hcligioni^ notlnng Itiit conjuration ai^d dcccif,
putward pomp and unmeatiiiiirccrcn'.onv, without anv a»li^r;i-

tion in spirit and in truth ; conceive a I'mtiv-iatit imbued
with these false notions from his very infam'V, iinhiliinir tliein

with his molher's milk; hcaihitr them from hi.; ]'aicin--,

family and teachers; reading ^:in in his fci-ool-hcuks, (i;--

tening to them assitluouslj-ji'om his Mi:,i-it'r in \\:v [udiiit ;

c.HU'cive, if you c^n, altttlTs terrible artion ant! iv-acl|oi!.

of interested c&lumuv. u. .1=,. . -,:.,c iui.iuri.-»ago me vaiuaoie services oi ire- onnterestedcaiumuv, forseveiill successive KcniMati.ns and
land on this score were gratefully acknowleged by the. though you may be shocked and giieved, vou can l.ardlv l.o
Venerable Bede. Ilien, as well as now, the Irish Clergy surprised at the aiiti-Catliolic furv 'hich h,H laiciy
penetrated to the remotest parts of nritairi, to bear the
tidings of .salvation. Then likejuisc, as recorded by this

holy English priest, came numbers both of the nobles and
the middle classes of the F.iiglish, into Ireland, to acquire
sacred learning, and tho discipline of a pure life j and they
were) received with hospitality ^nd kindness, and were
generously supplied with food, books, and Masters, by the
warin-hearted people of the Green Isle (49). And
although this noble hospitality has been sadly requited, the
charity of the Irish heart ia as inexhaustible as their fertile

soil. The Irish are again assisting FJiigland in Kngland,
and the Irish in Ireland are praying for the Knglish, and
the Irish in all parts of the globe will, we trust, also dis-
charge the same holy olfice of fraternal love. And may the
Almighty God, in His infinite mercy, listen to their suppli-
cations 1 . .

*

For, afier all, Dearly lioloved Drethren, the great bulk
of the linglish population, have many, very many claims
upon our ciiariiable sympathy. They are themselves the
victims of a long, artful, and unscrupulous system of dcMp.
tion and ealumny. And, if it frequently happens that tniy
blaspheme the things which they know 'not {nO) it should

(4(i) Wisd. viii. I.—1 Cor. I. 23. att. (47) Horn. viii. ^.
,

(48) S. Aug. Lib de corropt ct ffrat. c. i. i-Ul) l>ant ibidoni (in
Hibcrnia) CO tempore innlti Nubihiiiii simifl et iiicdiocriuui du gimtc
Anglorum,<ini tcmporo Fitinni (;l Colmani cpiacoponim rolicta insula
patria, vel divina- lectioni^, vol contincntioris vitm gratia illu seocssor-
rant . . . Quos omiics Kcoti libentissimu siidcipieiitcs, victuiii^ois
qMotidiannni sine preciu, lihrnii qiiotjuc ad legniiduin, ot nia"i«t>.Tinm
irratuiUim prmbcro curolmnt Von. Buda. lied. Hist. Gent. Anclorum

lii. c. W. (501 Jiulc I.
1" ' *"Mb iii. Id.

raged through the length and breadth,' of the once hallowed
land of an AUred, and an lidwai-d the ContcsKir.
-We, iheiefure, call, upon you^ l)cai!y Uclovrd Drcllircn,

• through the bowels of the mercy of our God,' (ol ) lo oiler up
your ferveni supplicntioiis (or iIib spiriiual ivclfare of the llnnlitlj

' people, and for their speedy rt turn lo the faith of thnir fordiuhcrs.
Lift lip your hearts to Hii^ ' \jho sctiucih knoaledue .is tiio

light' and beseech Him ' that He would paihfir luiiolhcr thn
tribes olJacob, that Ihey may know iliere is' no (Iod hi side
Him

; that he would hasten the'llnie, niid rrineniher ihn rn<i,
"that we may declare His wonderful works !' {'t-l)

It is our desire, ihntoN evekv uav during llie Lent vniir prl'..

lions should ascend lo Heaven lor our dear brethren in i:;ii;l,uiil,

and that on every Weunbsd.w throughout tho ycar.jou .Should
continiM; to pray for the same pious pur|inse, as for s'lmi) years
dist both in England and frcland* as well as on the Couimr-ni <.f

Eurrt|)e, a day in the week has been selected for the difchargo
of this merciful ofliee We wish however that one day should
bo specially set apart, and we consider none more sniliiliie than
the approaching festival of l*o|)cSl. Gregory the Great, so justly
styled the Apostle ol tite English Nation, who " convened ihtiii

from the power of Saltan onto the faith of Christ." (.VJ) and
whose sonciiudc fur their salvation is so well known throughout
the universal Church.
We will, iherehire, on Wkonrso.w the Twelfth Dav or

M.tRcu next ensuing, by our united prayers olfer a holv vinlruce

(51) L"ko I. 78. Cfi) I>ilpsx.viv. .T.. xx.xvi. 10. III.

%{) Ttc quo(U(.-ato Pn|mUrc<;ori()) nil!) fonvinit (ipiia nostram, id
est, Aiiglnnini gcntcin, do polcstato Siitanm ad (idem (^hristi sua iii-

dustrii convertit) latiiir in iioslni historFa K<rlr<l:istica facprn soriiiiiii-

em, qupiu recto niistrijm appellnre possuinus ct dubrmiM Apo^tolcm.
Yen. Beds Eccl. Hist, lib ii. c. I.
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