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XXXII

Then none was for a party

;

Tiien all were for the state

;

Tlien the grdat man helped the pocw.

And the poor man loved the great

;

Then lands were fairly portioned

;

Then spoils were fairly sold :«

The Romans were like brothers

In the brave days of old.

XXXIII

Now Roman is to Roman
More hateful than a foe,

And the Tribunes** beard« the high,

And the Fathers grind the low.

As we wax hot in faction,

In battle we wax cold :

Wherefore men fight not as they fought
In the brave days of old.

XXXIV

Now while the Three were tightening

Th«ir hamess^o on their backs,

The Consii^ was the foremost man *

To take in hand an axe :

And Fathers mixed with Commons
Seized hatchet, bar, and crow,

And smote upon the planks above,

And loosed the props below.
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p ur*
speaker voices the grievaacea of the Plebeiana againat the

f*
Tribunes. The officers appointed to defend the rights of the Ple-

beians agamst the encroachments of the Patricians.
'^ beard, openly defy,

^hamen. annoor.
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