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tliese circumstances that I entered parliament. The 
rest you know. From this moment we began to 
understand responsible government, the favourite 
watchword of to-day ; it was then that it was 
understood that the governor must have as his 
executive advisers men who possessed the con­
fidence of the public, and it was thus that I came 
to take part in the administration.

“ For fifteen months things went fairly well. 
Then came the struggle between the ministry, of 
which I formed part, and Governor Metcalfe. The 
result of this struggle has been that you have in 
force in this country, the true principles of the 
English constitution. Power to-day is in the hands 
of the people. . . .

“ I have said that the union was intended to 
annihilate the French-Canadians. But the matter 
has resulted very differently. The author of the 
union was mistaken. He wished to degrade one 
race among our citizens, but the facts have shown 
that both races among us stand upon the same 
footing. The very race that had been trodden 
under foot (duns rabaissement) now finds itself, in 
some sort by this union, in a position of command 
to-day. Such is the position in which I leave the 
people of my race. I can only deprecate the efforts 
now made to divide the population of French 
Canada, but I have had a long enough experience 
to assure you that such efforts cannot succeed : my 
compatriots have too much common sense to for- 
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