Enlargement
meant Europe
had arrived
as economic
super-power

By Philip Windsor

When Britain finally became a member of

_ the European Economic Community at the

beginning of 1973, it appeared that many
of the problems of creating “Europe” were
riow well on their way to solution. Britain,
after all; bad been a test case for the will
and intention of Europe ever since the
veto imposed upon its application by
General de Gaulle some ten years earlier.
The fact that Britain and France had now
agreed on the terms of enlargement, that
the other members had acceded, that all
were prepared to accept the new compli-
cations of arriving at agreements and. de-
cisions in an enlarged Community, seemed
to testify to an abundant political will.

At the same time, the enlargement
meant that Europe had finally arrived as
an economic super-power. The Community
now accounted for 23 per cent of the
world’s gross national product (GNP). It
was also responsible for more than half the
foreign trade of the globe. But this
measure of responsibility was not confined
to the economic sphere. Europe already
exercised very considerable political influ-
ence throughout the Mediterranean basin
and over much of Africa. The pattern of
association agreements that were being
negotiated or signed between the members
of the Community and other states seemed
to testify to the growing vitality and the
growing “thrust” of Europe in the affairs
of the world. Indeed, Dr. Kissinger, at that
time still an enthusiast for his own vision
of a future world organized and run from
five centres of power, was still inclinéd to
see Western Europe as one of these. But
not only did this reflect Dr. Kissinger’s
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