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Canada’s Contribution’ to the United Nations
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EACH of the 110 members of the United Nations is required to pay an annual

assessment, which represents that country’s share of the organization’s ex-
penses. In 1961, Canada’s share was 3.11 per cent or $1.9 million of the regular
United Nations budget of $71.6 million. In addition, Canada and all other mem-
bers are assessed to cover the costs of the United Nations peace-keeping oper-
ations in the Middle East and in the Congo (UNEF and ONUC). In 1961,
Canada’s share of these costs was about $4 million. It is estimated that, in 1962,
Canada’s share of the regular budget of $82.1 million will be approximately $2.2
million (3.12 per cent) and that its peace-keeping assessment is likely to be about
$4.3 million. '

During the period 1945-62, Canada paid assessments of about $22.8 million
to the regular budget of the United Nations and approximately $10 million for the
ONUC and UNEF peace-keeping operations. In the same period Canada made
voluntary contributions to special United Nations programmes such as the Ex-
panded Programme of Technical Assistance (EPTA), the Special Fund, the

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the United Nations .

Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations Relief and Works Agency in the
Middle East (UNRWA) and the United Nations Korean Reconstruction Agency
(UNKRA) of approximately $74.2 million. In addition, Canada, as a member of
each of the 13 Specialized Agencies of the United Nations and the JAEA, was
assessed and made contributions of about $41.6 million during this period. Cana-
da’s total assessment and contributions to the United Nations and its related
bodies, the International Atomic Energy Agency (JAEA), and the United Na-
tions Association in Canada, totalled approximately $150 million during the
period 1945-62. Canada’s contribution to these bodies in 1962 is about $18.7
million. ' -

United Nations concern for political and security questions is ‘widely public-
ized throughout the world. Peace-keeping operations are, therefore, quite well
known to the general public. Regrettably, insufficient public attention is accord-
ed to the quieter but nonetheless constructive work of the organization in the

" economic and social fields. This valuable activity is supplemented by five special

programmes (UNRWA, UNHCR, UNICEF, EPTA and the Special Fund) and

. by the related programmes of the 13 Specializéd Agencies and the IAEA. Alto-

gether, -their efforts constitute an impressive endeavour to conquer the timeless
enemies of mankind — illiteracy, hunger and disease. At the same time, they
provide a significant contribution to political and economic stability in the less-
developed areas of the world.

A short description of the work of the United Nations in peace-keeping, and
of the United Nations, its related programmes and agencies in the economic and
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