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Kaurélie gets the last word

[t’s somewhat appropriate that |
find myself submitting an article in
the Gazerte's last issue of the year.
People always did say that [ have to
have the last word. (I don't believe it
though). Well, what can Isay. .. there
is so much!

My first year at Dalhousie... it
makes a bus ride in India seem tame.
It will be hard to beat this year’s
drama (some say satire) in student
politics next year. However, I am up
for the challenge and I have an ink-
ling the tone has been set for the
next semester to come.

There are a few ideas that | wish
to share with you. Some of you may
already be familiar with them:; if so,
then my admiration goes to you.
Maybe this will just be a reminder. I,
on the other hand, went through a
lot to come to this realization and it
only just occurred to me quite re-
cently. I guess this just shows the
complexityorpossible simplicity that
each individual must go through to
arrive at a common thought.

[ want to begin by asking you a
tew questions: Do you believe a
person is entitled to just claim and
legal guarantee? Do you think the
system should be morally, legally
and ethically proper? And do you
believe that individuals or groups
should advocate liberal reform and
revolutionary change in the estab-
lished order?

If you agree with these questions

then you are agreeing with both the

Student Bus Tour

left’ and ‘right’ political ideologies
(please excuse the colloquialisms), as
defined by the Webster’s Dictionary.

Ifyou're wondering what my point
15, 1L 1s one of vision. Over the past
year | have been part of various
groups, which consist of many sub-
groups that affiliate themselves to a
particular political attitude. Though
the variation is positive, I find many
have lost sight of what is truly impor-
tant. Too often people gobble up
rhetoric without first filtering it and
analyzing what it means, let alone
applying it to their own reality. The
beauty in having so many views is
that the differences complement
L‘-li‘l! “Ih(']".

We all want to live in an environ-
ment that is safe, that offers accessible
services and resources. Yet, we have
adopted the divide and conquer atti-
tude when instead we could utilize the
common ground that we share and
unconditionally upholds these inter-
ests. I think what makes the earth such
a dynamic and interesting planet, is
the diversity of the many individuals
that roam around it. This isn’t a plea
for everyone to get along, hold hands,
and respect each other (though that
would be fun).

Unfortunately, there are persons
whodon'tagree with any of the ques-
tions [ asked earlier and subscribe to
such a personal agenda that every-
body else is merely peripheral. This
is when it is of the utmost impor-
tance that we stand in solidarity and
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through collective strength, voice or
passicin tor justice and morale. Now
some of you may be asking, “she only
just realized this?” Well, ves it is
[have always thought that stand-
ing up for myself and others is vital
and an integral part of today’s soci-
ety. Yet, there were times that [ am
ashamed to say that [ was personally
ideologically centric. Maybe I'm just
getting older and this isn’t such a big
deal, but I think my emphasis is one
of balance and seeing the world as

neither black nor white, but a hazy
shade of yellow. Some of you may
read this and think it is terribly ide-
alistic and naive. But I believe that
too much cynicism hinders develop-
ment and improvement

I want to finally just add that
today | am proud of the students of
Dalhousie that are active in the het-
terment of our quality of life here.
You know who you are, and whether
it was an articlefeditorial in the Ga-

zetle, or one on one connection \\'H!I

someone. Thank you for your voice,
your courage, and integrity by shar-
ing it with others.

“decurity is mostly a superstition,

It does not exist in nature,

nor do the children of men as a whole
experience it

Avoiding danger is no safer in the
long run than outright exposure

Life is either daring adventure , or
nothing

To keep our faces toward change
and behave like free spirits

in the presence of fate is strength
undefeatable .’

The last word by an inspirational
writer — Helen Keller

Kaurélie Hagkull

Ask Jo & Joe

The year is over, and we’d like to put some things into pers

and what we thought and what we did over the vear.

People have told us that they liked the column because it made them laugl

shits, but none of that is the real reason why we did it.

Jo: I think Jo & Joe has been about freedom — free speech, free thought, free action. We've been
controversial. Frankly, I think we were controversial to make the point that we can be. As students here we
represent more than our colours, religions and heritages. As students, we represent change, dissent, free will,

movement and strength.

More than anything, [ think writing this column has made me appreciate that there wasa lot going on behind

to speak outabout the things that we see, and we tried tospark some

Joe: [ think that we've given you all a good read — sometimes
heart. We set out at the beginning of the year to bring
wanted to be in your face, and I know we've done that. hope we’ve given you a few laughs and raised some
awareness about things here on campus. [ hope we've give you
piss you off. I've had a great year doing this and I hope you've enjoyed us doing it. My word to all of you: Don't

walk in anyone’s shadow.

Toall of those whom we offended, we'd like to say that we’re sorry, and that you should try to take the things
we said as the jokes that they were meant to be. Tl
back and get your piece heard. Hell, that'’s what the opinion section is all about. It’s about saying: Hey, I've got
something to say. That's what we did this year. We wanted a voice, and we wanted to give you a voice.

But hey, who are we, anyway? Just a couple of average Jo(e)s, just like you. And that’s our point. Any average

Jo(e) can speak their beef too.

the scenes that [ didn’t know about, that no one is told about. It has been the premise of the Jo & Joe column

Thanks for the laughs. See you next year.
“I love you, I kiss you, bye bye!”—Jojo (psychic)

Joanna Mirsky and Josef Tratnik

pective. Just a few thoughts on what you thought

debate and perspective. Live Love & Laugh!

funny, sometimes serious, but always from the
some of your ideas to the fore, and we’ve done that, We

some inspiration to speak up about things that

1e best way to raise the issues we pissed you off about is to fight

1, Or |‘L‘L"Il|\\.' WE wWere just irreverent
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