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Playoff whining,
Whlalers Geneal Manager Emnile Franacis wants to

hmate '. ML playoff formnat restrctred to make
sure only t4e best teams make the playoffs.

How many timeshbave we heard this stupid refrain?
1 remnembera ew years ago when the Toronto Blue-M fletshed a close second to the Detroit ligers lni
bàebuil's Aniercan League East. Upset Blue Jay fans
saad if thefr teamn played in the Amercan Leauge West
1* woulhave finshed first and been in the playof <.

Most sports fans today have bat ail understandlng
of wbat the ptayeffs are about. The playoffs are a

poeaon r ramenmiongemwhich exoelled
duljthe MButa sasn.Itspurpcse stodetermine
w*teama s best ln theleague.ln the case of the

jays, why ghoul they have a shot at winnîng th
overail tille ln a two week toumnament when they
spent the preceding six months proving they weren't
eveni the best team in their own division.

lhb. PhWmrgb'Penguins are in the. samie dilemma.
Tbey conssendy finish out of the playoffs in the
comeoivePatick Division so want 10 b. moved t0

dm Norrds Dvision where they could
we~ see some post-season action. What right do

twmta see post-season action anywhere if they
can't finish higiier than fourtb in theïr own division?

13y the saniei tolcen, iiaving teanis make the. playoff
toumament (ansd grab playoff money) whlle having
fewe regular season points dha non-playoff teamis is
technically urfair. B3ut her. di. pluses outweîgh the.
minuses Yenrs bacc, the. NHL had regular season
format wbereby al the teamis played eacii other an
equal nutme of times. The. top 16 teamns made the
playoffe wiereln the. îop-ranked teani played the
lEdi, 2nd met the. 15th, etc. This systemn was coni-
pIeWey equitable, but ail rlvalry was lst. How much
rivalry can be buit Up between the Oilers and the.
Raim or the Habs and the Nordiques if they only
meet eacb otiier a few linms during the regular sea-
son and rarely in the playoffs

Whlle also fostering inter-divisional rivalries (if, as
in the NHL, only four teams from a given division'
make the. playoffs, inter-divisional games obviously
become more important), the. problems stir up,
healthy cormtrversy. For example, 1 think the Toronto
Maple Leafs are the worst pro hockey team on the
planet. 1 mean, if yos* can muster only a .400 winning
percentage wile playing the likes of the Red Wings,
North Stars, Blues, and Blackhawks eight times a year,
then you mut reaIly stlnk. '(et, the Leaft may make
the playoffs while the Penguins, wio have three more
points than Toronto, probabiy won't. Now if this con-
troversy stirs up a lot of interest (and a lot of news-
paper ink,îii.n it'sa gond îhing. And if the Penguins
get shafted, su what? Boh teams are just varying
shades of lousy and With last year's playoffs being the
gross exception, the average to miediocre teans dontî
travel that far in the post-season tournament anyway.
So Toronto makes a few more ptayoff bucks than
Pfttsburgh. Smail prie îopay for gond rivairies.'

Tbankfuily, the NHL owners were smart to foster
inter-divisional rivatries and appear smart enough to
keep it

Wbich, in itsef, is a surprise.
D k mnmm
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Letters...
ln defence of Chapelski
To the Editor:
Re: Mr. Hahn's letter of March l7th

Mr. Hahn, are you really that biind 10 the facts of the
recent election?
1. The THINK slate printed falsehoods in their campaign
material which would mislead the students conoerning the
present financial situation of th. Students' Union.
- Does this rean you approve of people deceiving the
students of the U of A? (Now thats a quality ail executives
should possess.)
2. The siate which was remnoved f rom the election may have
walked off with $610 of our (the students'> money after last
year's ekection.
- 1 guess you approve of possible theft as well.

1 wouId like 10 suggest tiat you re-examine the facts, Mr.
Hahin. if you do, you wiIl see that Ms. Chapelski took the
only actions avalable 10 ensure an honest election, and one
that did not violat. th. Students' Union constitution.

1 guess the. chances of her going out with you now are
even less, eh big guyl

Chuck Remson

ln defence of Home Ec.
To the Editor:

ln response 1to th annoyance of certain memnbers in th.
Faculty of Home Economnics wih regard to the label B3ECKY,
we say the. following:

How many of you ouIt tiere know that th. Faculty of
Home Ecexists at Uof A? How many of you have supported
the. various events put on by the Fac. of Home Ec Students'
Association (FHESA)? (Idle Eyes, Mexican Dinner, Walking
Raffy, Health Week display.)

Also, how many of you know w'hat a BEcKY is? For the
benefit of those who do flot know, they are Home Ec
students. The terrni is what many, but not ail Home Ec
students think s an affectionate teni rather than a deroga-
tory one. ibis is much like Agriculture students being
referred 10 as "Aggies."

sECKY's are flot solely involved with cooking and sewing.
Surprised? When we graduate w, will be professionals
helpîng people to make their daily lives better. People eat

everyday; thus, we have the Dept. of Foods and Nutrition.
People wear clothes everyday; thus, we have the Dept. of
Clothing and Textiles. People interact with others everyday;
thus, we have the Dept. of Famnily Studies. If you did not
know already, then you are now enlightened by knowing
the. three facets of Homne Ec.

We stress, Home Ec grads wiIl b. professjonals, not
housewives or blue collai workers.

It has been brought to our attention that BECKY is not
pres.nting a professional image. We have been toid that it is
a demeaning term 10 the profession and that this is where
th. negative sereotyping starts.

BEcKY's are actually going 10 be professionals some day.
aïcKYs are human beings. Who sald that professionats are
flot human b.ings? Should flot human beings have an
element of fun and enjoyment in their lives? Cannot one
learn 10 laugh at oneseif? Doesthis not help keep you sane?
Whaf would this world be with nicely dressed, nioely fed
professionals who do flot laugh?

in a sense. this SECKY label is just another way of having
fun. To draw some parallel: Engineers are known to be beer
guzzlers, but we suil iet îhein debign computers. Medicine
students have their annual raunchy Med Show, but we stili
go 10 a doctor if we are Mi. Law students have their annual
stags and "smokers", but we stili go to a iawyer if we are
belng sued.

Wiiich ston is engraved stating that being a professional
excludes having fun and being able 10 laugh at yourself?

Finally, if any of you know and respect a eEavy for what
he/she is and will be, let him/her knowt I

Thank you.
Diane Hoy
Carol Daly

Kim Wagner
Debra Molen

Kerry Schwing

Rulu: "Sreadîng Hate?"-
To the. Editor:

Why dontî you ask Mr. Dragos Ruiu 10 change the name
of his article from "Making Waves" t0 "Spreading Hale"?
That seerns 10 be Mr. Ruiu's real intention.

1 h ave been watching Mr. Rulu's articles for quite a while
now,, ever since he started writing the fashion colunin for
th. -Gateway. Even in that colunin Mr. Ruiu seemed
unnaturally preoccupied with tie female body and the
maie birthright 10 observe the female body and make
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