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only to render the People refractory and insolent; Enquiring what they
thought of them, they said, they understood some of our Colonies had fallen
under the King’s Displeasure, owing to the Misconduct of their Assemblies,
and that they should think themselves unhappy, if a like Misfortune befell
them. It may not be improper here to observe, that the British Form of
Government, transplanted into this Continent, never will produce the same
Fruits as at Home, chiefly, because it is impossible for the Dignity of the
Throne, or Peerage to be represented in the American Forests; Besides,
the Governor having little or nothing to give away, can have but little
Influence; in Place of that, as it is his Duty to retain all in proper Subordina-
tion, and to restrain those Officers, who live by Fees, from running them up
to Extortion; these Gentlemen, put into Offices, that require Integrity,
Knowledge and Abilities, because they bid the highest Rent to the Patentee,
finding themselves checked in their Views of Profit, are disposed to look on
the Person, who disappoints them, as their Enemy, and without going so far
as to forfeit their Employments, they in general will be shy of granting that
Assistance, the King’s Service may require, unless they are all equally
disinterested or equally Corrupt. It therefore follows, where the executive
Power is lodged with a Person of no Influence, but coldly assisted by the
rest in Office, and where the two first Branches of the Legislature have
neither Influence, nor Dignity, except it be from the extraordinary Charac-
ters of the Men, That a popular Assembly, which preserves it's full Vigor,
and in a Country where all Men appear nearly upon a Level, must give a
strong Bias to Republican Principles; Whether the independent Spirit of a
Democracy is well adapted to a subordinate Government of the British
Monarchy, or their uncontrolable Notions ought to be encouraged in a
Province, so lately Conquered, and Circumstanced as this is, I with great
Humility submit to the Superior Wisdom of His Majesty’s Councils: for
my own part, I shall think myself Fortunate, if I have succeeded in render-
ing clear Objects, not allways distinctly discernable at so great a
Distance

I am with much Respect and Esteem.
Your Lordship’s Most Obedient Humble Servant

GUY CARLETON

The Earl of Shelburne One of His Majesty’s
Principal Secretaries of State.

Endorsed :—Quebec 20* Jan™ 1768 Go'* Carleton.



