[ 32 ]

And whereas it i§ jult and reafonable, and effential to our interelt, and the fe~
curity of our colonies, that the feveral nations or tribes of indians, with whom
we are connefled, and- who live under our proteétion, fhould not be mble&te&’
or difturbed inthe pofleffion of fuch parts of our dominions and territories as,
not having been ceded to us, are referved to them, or any of them, as
their hunting grounds; we do therefore with the advice of our Privy Council,
declare it to be our Royal will and pleafure, that no Governor or Commane
derin Chief, in any of our Colonies of Quebec, Eaft Florida or Weft Flrida,
do prefsme upon ar. pretence whatever, to grant warrants of furvey, or pals
any Patents for lands beyond the bounds of their refpe@ive Governments, as
defcrib d in their commiflions ; as also that no Governor or Commander iu chief
of our other colonies or plantations in dmerica, do prefume for the prefent, and -
until our further pleafure be known, to grant warrants of farvey or pafs any.
Patent for lands beyond the heads or fources of any of the rivers which fall
into the Atlantic Ocean from the Weft or North Weft ; or upon any lands what-
ever, which not having been ceeded to, or purchafed by us, as aforelaid, are re-
ferved io the faid Indians, or any of them.

And we do further declare it to be our Royal will and-plealure, for the pre-
fent as aforefad, to relerve under our fovereignty, prote@tion and dominion, .
for the ufe of the faid Indians, allthe land and territories not. included within
the limits, and territory granted to the Hudfon's Bay Company ; as alfo all the land
and territories lying to the Weflward -of the fources of the rivers which fall imo
the fea fiom th: Weft and North  Weft as aforefaid ; and we do hereby ftrictly
forbid, on pain of our difpleafure, all our loving [ubjeéts from-making any purcha.
fes or fettlements whatfoever, or taking poffeflion of any of the lands above referved.
without our fpecial leave and licence for that purpofle firft obtained. . :

And we do further fui@ly enjoin and require all perfons whatfoever, who have
either wilfully or inadvertently feated themlelves upon any lands within the coun-.
tries above defcribed, or upon.any other lands, which not-having been ceded to
or purchafed by us, arc flill relerved 1o the faid Indians as aforefasd, fortwith 1o
remove themlelves from {ach fettlements, '

And whereas great frauds and abufes have been committed in the purchafing
Jands of the Ind:ans, to-the great prejudice of our interefts, andto the great difatis-
faltion of the faid Indians; in order therefore to prevent fuch irregularities for
the future, and to the end that the Indians may be-convinced ofour juftice and dea
termined refolution to remove alireafonable caufe of difcontent, we do; with the
advice of our Privy Council, - ftriftly enjoinand require, ihat no private perfon do
prefume to make any purchafe from the faid-Indians of any lands referved to the
faid Indfans within thele parts.of our colonies where we had thought - proper to
allow fettiegent,; but if at any time any .of the faid -Indians thould be inclined
to difpofe of the faid Lands, thefame fhall be purchaled only for us, in our
name at fomne public meeting or aflembly .of the faid Indians, .to be held for that
purpofe by the Governor or Commander in chief of our colony refpeively wia
thin which they fhall lie: and in cale they fha'l lie within the limits-of any pro-
prictaries, conformabie to fuch direQions and inftrulions as we or they fhall think.
proper to give-for that purpofe : -and we do by the: advice of our Piivy-Council,
declare and enjoin, thatthe trade with the faid Indians fhall be free and dpen to:
all our fubjefts whatever ;- provided that every perfor who ‘may. incline to trade:
with the faid Indians, -do tske¢ out a licence for carrying on fuch trade,. from the-
Governor or Commander in chicf of any of our colonies zefpeQively, where fuch:

, ' perfon



