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As customary at the beginning of the fishery, the so called ¢ nightlines” (deep-sea
lines) were the only gear used.

From the middle of January until Easter there blew a succession of easterly winds, with
alternate clear and frosty days and snow stors, which greatly retarded the arrival
of the fishing population from the south ; towards the middle of February, however, nearly
the usual number had reached the fishing grounds.

They repaired, this year, in preference, to the grounds as Henningsveer and to the
eastward, where nearly all the stations were crowded, while but little more than 5G0 boats
were engaged on the banks to the westward,

Towards the end of March, when the Finmark fishing commences, a large number of
the men leave the Loffodens to proceed thither, and about the 14th of April the remainder
generally depart, not indeed from deerease of fish, but more from custom, and the fact that
they are under farm contracts on land, where their services are requirel for the labours of
the field and other domestic purposes.

The fish remained, this winter, a longer time than usual under the land, at the western
stations in the Ostozesfjord, snd later in the season, for some time, at Gimsostrommen,
where they appeared in great quantities. It was unfortunate, therefore, that the western
stations, this year, were so little frequentcd, for although the total catch ¢xceeds that of an
average year, it would have been very cousiderable, bad the fishermen not goue, in such
large numbers, to the eastern stations, where the fish. comparatively, were not abundant.

According to the 11th section of the law regulating this fishery, and at the request of
the men themselves, the sea was, in many cases, portioned out by the Inspectors into paral-
lels or lines, between the net and line fishers; this was, nevertheless, not done to the same
extent as last year.

From the following table will be seen the number of fishermen employed, as well as
the description of the gear used, and in what distriets :—
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From this it will be seen that there were 25,756 men and 5,723 bouts engaged in this
year's fishery at Loffoden alone, exclusive of thy*numerous driers and salters, &c., on shore
(whose numwber muy be estimated at 7,000), enghged in preparing tho cod for exportation
and homse consumption. i

1t may not be without interest to know how many men and boats were employed in
the Loffoden fishery on a given day; I therefore include the following table, which ghows
the actual number engaged on the 16th of March this year, as well as the distriots they
belong to, and the tounage and crews of their crafts :—
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