gle;tcirs first. Firmaries are good
we e aren’t they, sir?’
"Bh suppose so.”
ab0ututi’t of course you'll know all
Borib: . 2 sir. I guess you'll be a
o ﬂhe finished confidently.
ot thg ushed and turned his face
“Vou se brlght,’quest1on1'ng’eyes.
SiS‘Eed theal‘g:(,)y'arent yau, sirid per-
but\ivle%;no’ Tony. I haven’t been,
s ink T must become one.”
Ny's face brightened.
businzssentrance of a gentleman on
versationpl‘evented any further con-
o lx'ind, the day proving more
slipped ea .y strenuous, the matter
- Tontllrely from Larsgn’g mind.
riveg henlys hour for finishing ar-
q“‘i‘ZZical sr?ﬁﬁfd at the boy with a
ness (Laz}éls 1s the end of your busi-
“Ves S_er for the present, Tony ?”
schoo] } 111'- But when I've finished at
Mean to come and see if you

Wa

g, boy then.”
me agi’ig‘;,yould come and work for
stotitl?r?lrse I would!” said Tony

&
anclarson éurn_ed to his desk again
hesitagi, o 8STiNg a small gold coin
in pie ogly, but fi - ;
B ol slipped it back

0 . . . .
hi 013,, Who was busily diving into
little b: Pocket, pulled out a soiled
g gt 8§ and began carefully count-
his Jjee 2 Bumber of half-crowns into
“ létle Pink palm. :
hig brse’attha‘t’s right,” he said under
arson i Then he looked up at
thinkjy, midly, “Please, sir, I've been
ese b§"k would you mind taking
shillj, Sc and putting the other five
CheqUeg to, and then write me out a
Stea 3 Or twenty-five shillings in-
Wit
t“l'nedh ¥ Secret amusement the man
‘eqxﬁest‘ O comply with the strange
he o0 | make it ‘ ?”
€ askeq qUietlly. out to you, Tony
Won't aol,]oI} It—it—oh, dear, that
ter gy - Il just have to take it, af-

Nee
Whom ?t}fou? Couldn’t you tell me
be just 1, 1S for? The secret would
he -CtWeen ourselves, you know.”

.29y hesitated; th lipping
€ o ated; then slippin
said ﬁ;gslyl;)aCk into the little bag,
e
take t},leltmwouldu’t do-‘sirsi kil just

Oney, please.”

H IS Curiosit > h hl
Yy now thorou

follo\:rt%used: Carson determinec% tg
good-byeehboy, and after bidding him
Quigt],” % '€ Put on his hat and stole

y a(fiter him,
ing . o4& @ little difficulty in keep-
50 eahe Shild in sight, he e alorllpg
the little Fo then, to Carson’s surprise,
Car, Cllow sprang upon a passing
to the toe Mman watched him mount
kept sp’ then stole inside, where he
descen. arp look-out for the boy’s
0 concyy, Ust as he was beginning
{0 the . ¢ that he meant to travel
den)y OmlnuS, he saw him dart sud-
Way, and‘”nland off into the road-

dismamost before he himself
d Dair o 140G he had passed within
Mg his warge gates, and was mak-
gravelled p?;hqukly up a broad

I'so ¥
before h?mlooked up at the building
i SDita] and at once recognised the
te Olloweq €T a moment’s hesitation
he eps kthe boy, and, passing up
Shﬁ%a i e‘;Pt }}lllmself well in the
Ie orch,
gir.,” a:éflel want to see the secre-
HIl yoioq -4 Tony say, in his clear,

Wy, ; doesn’t

. live h
I)Orter.ls . v o g

You want?” answered the

At th
At moment the matron crossed

a
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the wide hall, and her curiosity was
at once aroused by the sight of the
small figure standing irresolutely on
the mat.

“What is it?” she asked the porter,
coming towards them. “Why, it’s
Tony!” she cried delightedly, as he
turned his face in ‘her direction.
“What is wrong, Tony? Not your
mother, I hope?’

“Oh, no, thank you. She’s just
all right now. I—wanted to see the
secretary, but the porter says he isn’t
here &

The matron smiled.

“Is it a message from your mother ?
Couldn’t I give it to him?”

“Of course, how stupid of me! It’s
it’s a ’scription, nurse, for the firm-
ary—twenty-five shillings!” he said
proudly. “He—the one who is giving
it—doesn’t want his name put down;
so please say it's—from some one who
thinks ‘firmaries real good places to
come to when they’re very sick.”

He thrust the money into the
matron’s hand, and, before she had
time to recover from her surprise,
darted down the steps—almost collid-
ing with Godfrey Carson in the porch.
But without noticing him, he set off
at a run down the carriage drive.

"~

W HEN Carson reached the gates

Tony was out of sight, and after
standing a moment, hesitating as to
his next move, an empty taxicab drove
up the street and slowed down near
the hospital gates.. Instantly his de-
cision was made, and, hailing the cab,
he was soon riding rapidly in the di-
rection of the poor lodgings occupied
by Mrs. Harland and her boy.

“Good-evening, Mrs. Cresswell,” he
said, smiling at that good woman’s
look of surprise—almost alarm—at
the sight of Mr. Carson at her door.
“Is Mrs. Harland in?” he asked quick-
ly. “I just wish to see her if she is
not engaged.”

“Certainly, sir—yes, sir.” And the
flurried woman hurried him straight
into the little parlour, where a lady
sat quietly reading by the fading light
near the window.

“Please forgive my intrusion,” he
began. “I am Mr. Carson, and I
thought I would like to call and have
a talk with you about your little boy,
Tony.”

The lady rose and politely returned
his bow, and in a low voice both sweet
and refined, bade him be seated, her-
self coming forward to a seat by the
table.

Godfrey Carson started as he heard
her voice and, bending forward,
eagerly scanned her face; which was
in shadow.

“Don’t you know me?” she asked
with a soft little laugh.

In a moment he was on his feet,
his hands outstretched towards her.

“Marion !”

Tired of Fake Appeals

ANY merchants in towns and
cities will be interested in what
their confreres in one city have done
to eradicate a growing evil. The
Stratford ~Merchants’ Association
have adopted the following resolu-
tions:
1.—Not to buy tickets for concerts,
excursions or games of any kind in
our places of business.
2—Not - to advertise on pro-
grammes, hotel blotters, clocks, writ-
ing desks or any other promiscuous
advertising schemes.
3.—To discontinue the giving of
prizes or subscriptions to picnics, so-
cieties, etc., unless recommended by
the executive.
Merchants in other cities might
reasonably follow this precedent.

A Range to be proud of—so dependable—cooks—
roasts, bakes to perfection. It's so very modern too.
You can buy an Imperial-Oxford Range with an
“ Economizer "—* one damper controls the fire”—
cuts the coal bill in half. The new reversible grate
guarantees a clear fire. ‘Ask the nearest Gurney-
Oxford Dealer to tell you why,
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‘The Gurney Foundry Company
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TORONTO

With Branches at MonTrEAL, HamIiLTON, LonpoN,

WinniPEG, CALGARY, EpMONTON, VANCOUVER

Alma College

Opens January 5th
Will Your Daughter

Attend This Term?

recreation ; athletic and social organizations;
largest Fine Art Studio. First College in
Ontarioto orfanize diploma courses in Music
:::lt iDomefl:J c iScience. Local Music Exam-
ons of University of T .
The cost of tutition depends upon studies Canada’s mostv sosxlxt}}’x:rly oégxljlteogeh-ﬂ:e};ftrﬁ-
selected; endowment permits low rates. ful location, Limited number of younger
gnexc;lie?ftdvan: » ) girls received in
ges in Literary Al L d C ll separate apart-
comesicrine AlMA Ladles College =i vt
y ) our Free Booklet

B i
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Demestic Science, Social Training, ete. Large 3
Campus for health developing out-door ALMA COLLEGE, ST. THOMAS, ONT.

ELECTRIC
IRON

would make a most appropriate

CHRISTMAS GIFT

a Ijeave the order or phone in and we'll send an iron neatly boxed
Christmas morning.

THE TORONTO ELECTRIC LIGHT CO. LIMITED
No, 12 ADELAIDE STREET EAST

IN ANSWERING THESE ADVERTISEMENTS PLEASE MENTION THE “CANADIAN COURIER.”




