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The sky isof a deeperbhue, and tlîe sun beats straight and
fiercely down over the hilI and date, and un the miles and miles
cf mud flats, seared and cracked by the intense heat. The
light in the Northern sky, whicb at Ironie is but a faint pale
light, is here a great display cf treînbling vivid colour.

Then the great phenrorena cf tbe tide, of whicb 1 wrcte
you in my last lettet'. 'Tis ever new and strange. And I
tire not of -watching it surge and ruar over the flats, and beat
witb angry violence against the cliffs.

P ii1l 1, July, I î 46.

1 arn tarrying bere until miy fatber's return from Anr-
napolis, whither lie biathr heen surnmoned by bis friend the
Chevalier de Ramesay, who is befure the fort witb bis men,
but bas nu cannon te invest it in a regular siege.

The Acadians, and French, are anxiously awaiting the
arrivaI cf the -Duc D'Anvi1le's tleet. 11e bas with him a
great army who will first capture and garrisen Annapolis,
then pruceed south, ravage the Atlantic cuast, hurn the tewn
of Boston and capture the British possessions in tbe West
Indies.

And I do sit rneckly withi iny knitting, and liear niy
father, La Loutre and bis friends discuss these tbings.

8EeTi-:ný lst, 1746.
Much anxiety is felt concemning the non-arriv'al cf the

French fleet. Tt bath been a tiîne cf great teînpests.

A messenger bath lately arrived frorn Chebucto with a
dire tale.

A remnnant cf tlîe great ticet that lef t France with such
high bopes bas arrived there. Many cf the sbips were Test
in terrible sturms. Twelve hundred inen died on the pas-
sage cf a frighîtfui plague ;and since comning tu anchor
eleveri hundred more bave beeîî huried.

'Tis aise said that tire D)uc D'Anville lias died of grief
and Admiral iD'Estourvilhe in despair bas fallen upon bis
sword -and that tbe Marquise de la Jonquiere, after a vain
attempt te reacli Annapolis, bas returned to France.

'Tis a distressful tale, and bath rnade nie very sad, ex en
in spite of the wonderful deliverance cf ur friends. *Tis
even as we read:

IThey fought froin heaven; the stars iii tlîeir courses fouglît
against Sisera.

IlThe river of Kishun swept them away, that aucient river, tlie
i ivercf Kishon. O rniy seul, thionliait trouddcu d(owîîstrength."

Pi8iQuL7ii, October, i 7461.

My father bîatlh been but little in Pisiquid since J une.
11e went witb de Raînesav to St. .John ani returned to An-
napolis to await La Jonquiere.

Disbeartened by î'epeated irrisfurtune de Ramesay lias
retired witb bis detacliment to Beaubasin. My father pur-
peseth remaining at Minas, or Grand Pre, and bath sent fer
me to juin him there.

MINAS, Octeber, 1716.
'Tis rurnuured that a strong force frorn New England

is te be quartered huere te awe the Acadians, and that anr
attack is te be niade on the French at Beaubasin.

Glad, indeed, amn 1, that my father is minded te stay
here. It will be a pleasure to mneet again soine of mry own
religion and language. MIANvnbr176

The first detachrnent cf English soldiers reached lucre
yesterday, after a toilsorne march frein Annapolis through
partly frozen swamps arid over a rough read.

Colonel Noble and sortne four hundred soldiers, with the
cannon and munitions of war follow in ships.

The hay and basin are full of tîuating ice wbich is car-
ried first une way and then the otiier with fearful velocity
by the tide. Much anxietv is feit conceî*ning the safe
arrivai of the ships.

MINAxS, N''overuher, 1746.
Colonjel Noble and the rernainder cf the New England

soldiers have arrived iii safety. The greater part were
landed on the shore near tire North Meunitain and bave
rnarcbed througli the woods to Minas.

The ships arrived after inany perils frorn ice aîîd tîde,
and are frozen in at G.,aspereau. The weathei' bas been un-
usually severe.

Colonel Noble bas decided tbat it is, tue late in the sea-
son to erect the block bouse, thi, frarne cf wbicb, wîth the
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munitions of war, he lbas lef t on board the ships. H1e hoS
selected twenty-four bouses for his men, begininai atth
centre of tire village and extending well nigh a mi7le and at
baif. He bath bis guard in a stone house quite near oU

The Acadians have provided provisions and have show"î
no hostility as yet. There was indeed some slight iiiWl
manifested at the hoistingr of the British flag upon the

church steeple.
1 was soinewlîat surprised that mny father mnade 110 u

pleasantniess at having anr officer and two sohders qftere

furnished, andi luxurious iii comparison with rnany Of Our
neighbours. w11

Our oticer is Lieutenant Robert Hale, fror Ne
Hamnpshire. Hie is a young man of cornely preseICel and
an agreeal)le itraiglht-forward manner, sbcbi very pe
ing to me after the intrigue and treachery with whio 1
have heen surrounded this year. We have ny Mudu
likings. H1e bath been carefully educated and bath uffere
to assist me witb my studies. Tt bath been a deep coficern
to nie that 1 have forgotten se îîîuch tbat I iearned t,
rny teachers. Mayhap 1 shall appear very ignorant.

MINAS, December, 1746.
Lately the weather liath been quite rniild. This after

nioon I Nvent with Robert Hale for a long walk We
clinbed the bihl and wandered tbrougb tbe fields intu the
miaple woo(l. The crisp air made onr- faces tingle as W
walked swiftly along the frozen road. In the sha~dOw a(
silence of the wood tAie air was warîner. Here and there
beech tree clothed iii faded leaves, rustled softly, and th'
ligbit snowv was crossed and recrossed in dainty pattern,, by
the tiny tracks of squirrels and other sinaîl animaIs Of tle
wootl. Flocks cf snow birds fluttered ainingst tire leatiess
trees,, and froin the ditu recosses of the forest carne the 5hrill
soreains of the jays.

'rie steel blue water of Minas Basin was full Of grest
ice cakes, moving slowlv back and forth witlî tic tide. At I

huw watpr they are piled along shore iii gigantic mns'e6'
streaked and smeared witb the sof t red mud of the flats.
I lie awake listening to the roaring and grinding Of tidFe
and ice. Mletbinks, in the winter seasun this bay is naitures

battle ground.aîth
Tesun was setting as we retraced ur steps,

sky wa dappled o'er witb rosy cloudiets, and in tire east
were faint pale tints of yellow and green. Through th"
unshuttered cottage windows carne glirnpses of happYhol
interiors.

'Twas, indeed, a delightful afterrnoon, and omie lo0g19
be remîîenberéd.

MI sIeceinber -27tli, 11

Outside the days are gluorny and cbill. But inside

there is nu hack of warmth and pleasant converse, that dueth

much to keep eut the chill cf the teînpest. We sit in acr
cIe, round the great fire cf maphe legs which lend ih
and cîreer te our salrouin. My father sits in a greaS
chair at une end, apparently taking little interest in t
inerry chatter,

The gcod Jean and Francoise are always of the partY'
and uccasionally Hopkins and Libby, the twc soldiers, gru
inen cf staid demeanour, wbo were somnewlîat cuncernied .
tu the fitness ami piety cf reading frumn eue Willianli Sheke
speare.

'Tis but the remnant of a bock, containing the v
plays, IlKing Richard III." and IlMacheth)," and a
porticon cf an interesting t aie called, Il Roee and Juliet,
wlîicb 1 would give mnucb to be able to finish.

MINAS, January 3 1st, 17 17.-

It is a tire cf great Stormn and temnpest. A fierce
nortbeast wind ratties and bowls against the casIei1nt.
The sniow is piled deep ov~er roads and fences, and is blOWflt
and whirled by the gale, until the air is but a blinding ms
of snow, which seerns te touch the very sky.id 0

MNy father biath been absent four days at Pisiqid01
business.

A soldier liatb just corne for Robert Hale, to si' t',:
niigbit with bis friend, a ycung lieutenant, a nephew Of Lule
Lechniere, who is ilI witb fever.

We liad been sitting by the fire holding sweet coflversd
together. I have heard much of lus berne life, fainilY. 0
riepds. 'Tis, îndeed, ;weet, te feel that tilere are thbue


