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miust rest on some support firmiei' than the transitory wishes of
a majority of p)eople. Under our modern Eng1isli Constitution
wve cannot secure tlîat the Ilotise of Gomninons shall even debate
flie gigàntie constitutional innovations whichi it is prepared to
enact.

Another great and iiost dangrerous effeet of our present
systein of governinent is that it stiniulates iixstead of mnitigating
thie influence of Party. llnder the present conditions, neither
the Unionist mninority in Ireland nor the Homne Rule niinority in
England exerts its rightful influence. The Referendum gets rid
of thîs defect in our selieme of representation. For example-
in thec question, '<should the Home Rule 1Bil1 of 18S93 or a like
meastire pass into law?" Now if every inan hiad ýa vote each
would have its truc wveight. -Both the Unionist minority in Ire-
]and and fixe Home 11ule ininority in England -would ecdi exhibit
its true strength.

Before introducing the Referendumn into Canada it would
1)e wvise to retumu to soîne countriqs in which the Referendumii
I)as been introduced and sec if it lias not been a distinct suc-
cess. In Switzerland the Referendum has been the formn o! gov-
ernnient for a numnber of years. The direct resuits have been s0
many and so various that any answr, exe ept on broad lines. would
takz-e a book insteadl of a paragraph. The great thing it bas dlone
lias been to develo*p a feeling of social solidarity and brother-
hood. One Swiss statesman wrote, "that every tirne they had a
Referendumn voting they- liad a real and vital communion or coin-
mon -action for the common goodi and whether the measure was
defeated or passed, it resulted in an accession of knowledge Io
the comînon people for future action."' To-day S-witzerland -lias
more practieal community of interests, wvithi perliaps less of noisy
agitation, than any country iu the -%vorld. Mv,1.. ?omieroy, Presi-
dent of the National Direct Legislation Leag-ae, says: " Tere is
not to-day a single public mnan in Switzerland openly opposed to
the Referendumn, and, of course flot a single party."

Nor is Switzerland the -only country in whiich the Referen-
dum exists. In France there is a Direct Legislation League,

* %vhicm is actiye]y agitating, and tixe Frenchi cities have a large
amount o? municipal Direct Legisiation. The samne is true of
l3elgium and Hiolland, to a certain exteut of Prussia and Austria,
and to a limited extent of Italy. Tt is stili more true of Great
]3ritaiu where municipal matters are vcry frequently voted bn,
and parliameutary -élections are to-day iu reality a Referendum

on eune great xiatiônial questiou--eveu more so than the Presidèn-


