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application, and holds us firnily in ils grasp so long as there are
brelhren capable of stumbling, being offended and made wveak, through
our conduct. The dificulty is to get men, and even Christian MNinisters,
to acknowledge that it is in force constantly and without irtermission.
They sec that it is of temporary obligation, that they corne under ils
power occasionally, now and then, but uiot always. One bas recently
publisbed a sermon in which lie tcachies that young people should be
total abstainers tiutil they are 21I years old. lie delares also that Ilit
waï a good tbing for lte priests to abstain froin winc and strong drink
wben offering sacrifices or expounding the law, so as to have the brain
clear and the judgrnent calm."

Ne concedes, stili furtber, that we should abstaini from wine wlien sit-
ting at dinner amoig Ila joliy set," beside a classrnate, since our taking it
rnight cause him 10 stumble and fali.

WVbat have %ve 10 say ta this viewv of the laîv of love? Does it ftully and
fairly express its mcaning? WVe thirik not. If young people find it %vise
and good ho abstain for 21 years, no valid reason cati l'e given why they
shiould do otherwie for the rest of their lives. It wvould be manifest folly
tu throw away the habits of rustraint and poive of self-governmuent tuns
acquired and adopt a new course. And ive are unable to di-,cover avy
reason froin conuon sense, science or :icrii)ture why a p4rson shotuld itot

do bis utinost to bave bis 4- brain cicar" and bis '' jtiJgmen.it caliii," not occa-
sionally or when rendering special services, but a/ways, evcry day of bis
lifé; and this, il is acknowled.,ed lu the statemient cited, is thec ffixt of
abstinence fron %vine and strong drinkl-sui rul) a -,uv.d rule, theref ,r, to
follow constantly. 'l'ie Rechabites wue specially honurcd of Gad for
having obcyed their fiither'.î connand binding tlien perpetually v) this
rule; but luad tbat conînuan Ii involved anytbxng niorally wrong and
injurions they could flot have receiv-ed ie D)ivine approval for obecying jr,
for that would be to coniniend thein for %vrong doing (Jer. 45). Joli" the
Baptist carne neither eating nor drinking, and yet Jesus declared hlmt to
be, as a prophe-a revealer of God's mind and a teacher of the people-
second to none ever born of wonien. He did flot denounce hlm, as the
fashion now is in some quarters ivitl regard ta total abstainers, as narrow,
unsympathetic, and a misinterpreter of scripture, becau-,e of bis absîemious-
ness. He frcely accorded hlm, tbe liberty whici hie exercised of limiiting
himself to tbe simple diet of locusts and wild honey.

But wbat of our being among a "1jolly set" at dinner ? WVe are told
thiat we should tben abstain lest Jur exanmle should injure îhem. Their
presence limits te liberty we migl othcrwise enjoy. Very good. But
how cati we separale the force of aur example front sucb persons at any
time, especially if ive publish in tbe puipit, on te the î)latforrn, and lu bbc
newspapers our determination bo be respectable moderate drinkers ? Is
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