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T“H firat public bal! of the season always
Lrings out the newest and choicest of

e

evening gowns. At the preliminary small

dunces pretty dresses sre worn, but the
heat are held in reserve for the ball par ercellence,
which, in Torunte, means either St. Aundrew’sor the
Yacht Club.

Tor these the Puris or London gown is shaken
from its careful wrappings by (ho fortunate
woman who has spent her summer znd ber pin
money abroad ¢ while the stay.at bomes put on
the ket Lnrre of the home costum.er, which, in
many instanees, is fully as artistic as the foreign
article.

The gowns worn at the fiest large ball declare
the season’s fashion in evening dress.  What is
worn then will be worn with slight variation
through the winter gaycties, until Leav gives
boathing space and opportunity to renovate
thn wardrabe.

St. Andrew's ball opened the Toronto season,
and a sketeh of the dresses will be of interest.

In colors white prevailed, but there were
cnough of blues, pinks and mauvoes o give variety.
Only » few yellow gowns wero soen, and one
ecearlet.  Two seasons ago yellow in  varying
whades predominated, but fashion secems to have
Iargely dropped this rich offectiva color fur the
time,

Black gowns were few, A rich black silk
trimined with jet and chiffon and garnished with
violets, was worn by the lady of the Government
Huuse; one or two black satins rmelieved with
whitc, und one black velvet court train were the
ouly «nes marked.

The chaperin gowns counted many brocades
trarned with rich laces but in the dancing gowns
plan and slightiy figured satins with tulle, lisso
and rare over dress or garnishings, were chiefly
in rvid nee.

There were no marked departures in general
style, bt several novel features in the detail,
whichi are warth nuting.

A frw fuii tming were olwervablo upon the
daning Toor, but these were chiefly instances of
brias! o-wus. Tho ball was marked hy the pro-
sencn of wany brides and = large number of
deladant- s The furmer wore the wedding gown
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of whito satin, with or without train, and with
orange blossons at the shoulder strap,

A prevalence of tulle, gauze and muslin gowns
was noticeable. Among the dancers somo of the
prettiest gowns were in this material, made over
white or colored satin. There were also several
organdic muslins. QOne especinlly pretty gown
was of woven silver geuze or inuslin.  Another,
worn by a lovely girl, was of tulle over pink satin.
Tho light, foamy effucts achieved by these mater-
inls are in favor for the season.

And nox$ in favor came the plain satin ; while
the softer silk, with small figures mnade a close
third.

Gowns of these materialx in almost every in-
stance had sleeves and bodice trimmings of
lisse or silk gauze.

The bodices were all much trimmed iu front,
slesve, shoulder and u.per edge. The back of
the bodice also was in muny cases garnished with
a soft, narrow little frill formed by the edges of
the corselet belt, which is a feature of all gowns
this season.

The DLodice u:imming;x wore of chiffon, silk

gauze, deep lace, velvet, flowers and combinations
of all of these. Plain bodices were worn by the

plump women with pretty shoulders. But the
tendency was toward much flutfiness and plenti-
tude of garnishing about sleeves and lwodice edge.

A peculiar feztura was the odd sleeve, Many of
the gowns had the sleeves unlike. Onc a slight
pufl, the other falling in frill; one with velvet
grraishing, the other without. In some cases vel-
vet bow or strap, flower and puff were ali upon
onc shoulder, while the other was a simple frill of
deep rich lace, or shirring of the material drooping
slightly and unadorned.

The law of correspondence does net prevailin the
season’s evening dress.

Concerning velvews, hodico trimmings of har-
monizing or contrasting shades was noticeably a
favorite fashion. Folds av the upper cdge and
shoulder bows or straps of the same, forming
nffoctivo finish for the gown. Occasionslly also
tho fold wasat tho waist, but the preferenco
scemed o bo for the plain or piped lower edge,
giving princess cffect to the gown.

We may roier, just hore, to tho fact that

piping is a fonturo of tho sorson. St Andrew’s
ball showed much of it in finishing bodicos at, top
and bottom, also in sash edgings.
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Soveral trimmed skirts were in evidence, in
narrow foot frills and knifo pleatings, and in
pointed luce flounces. No fur trimmings wero to
be seen, and no bolero bodices were shown. A
number of the skirts were slightly trained, and all
wera lenger than a season or two ago.

There was a noticeable revival in flowers. A
nunber of one-flower bouquets were carried.
Soveral debutantes carried lilies.of-the-valley, clus-
tars of blush roses. Violets aud orchids were also
carried.

Pansies and violets were the favorite shoulder
flower. Crimson roses nearly equalled the former,
maiden hair fern was in svidence, and, of course,
heather. .

The shoulder strap in many cases consisted of
the favorite flowers.

Woe illustrate a fow of the gowns worn.

Fig. 1 is a model of a number of gowns worn.
This was of white silk woven with small Dresden
effucts in pa'e pink. The high corselet was fas-
tened at the back, giving a soft frill up the centre
of the back.

Fig. 2 was of pink satin, with upper edge of the
bodice garnished with heather and girdle belt of
green velvet. A Gordon plaid scarf was caught

at ono side of the bodice, brought up over the
shoulder and draped in “plaiddie” fashion. The
scarf was clasped with cairngorms and heather
bunches.

In Fig. 3 wo show a novel and effective bodico
for the too slender woinan, or one who objects to
full decollete. This was worn by a dark g.rl and
was decidedly pretty. The gnwn was of pale
blue srtin, with garnishings of black velvet and silk
chiffon.

The bodice was cot with an apron front, with
round neck, and broad straps coming over the
shoulder to moet the back, which was plain. The
apron front and bodico was piped with black
velvet. Tho sleeves of chiffon over the silk were
garnished with black velvet bows.

Ono of the bandsome gowns was of striped satin,
pale groen ground with siternate wavo stripes of
pale green and pink in varitints. Bodicc and
sleevos were finished with deep, cream lace
above which was & soft folded odge of palest
pink velvet. A corsclet belt of the veivet finish-
od the bodice.

A lovely gown, Fig. 4, worn by a well-known
Jfair Toronto bolle, was of tulle over pink satin.
Tho gown wao of delightfully foamy offcct. The
sleoves were puffs of tulle, garnishing of pink
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