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= Just below here again is “a small In-

__ahove _thisy—1

~ right bank hiav ing-sent &

~ somewhat hilly

—for hnge

- .otherwise a safe &rrival at its foot would
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~ McKenzie and Porcupine. -

l Eighteen rMénths of  Terribls Travel
__Pearful Rapids — Exposure —
Starvation—Scurvy. = -

. (Thé folloming is compiled by a trav-
half, which was required to reach Daw-
" econ. The matter of fact way in which
the story is told carries convictipn with
it. Many of the matters treated are en-
tirely new, ag . for instance, the abund-
an'ce. of coal oil in “certain districts.
The length-of the article requires its
publication firseveral chapters.)
: CHAPTER IL

dian encamprient wiere one may engage

" This, operation sometimes occupies
thrée “days.” The Hudson Bay o';;‘,le’mi;
ploy many Indians here as all their
t_xa_fﬁc to the north has to come thorugh
this channel, Their boats are capable
of carrying 10 tons and a crew of 10

It is a Most interesting sight to watch
these ‘large boats Vdescenﬁing the rapids,
and one not .easily to -be forgotten:
These boats are empty when descending,
their- cafgges ‘being ‘transferred across
the istand on, a tramway belonging to
the company. The cargo is placed in
the b¥ats again at the foot. We experi-
enced great difficulty. in lowering down
our Peterborough.  This is no. place for
a’  Peterboréugh. = They. are < good

|only on small lakes or rivers where there

is mo impediment’ to their progress.
Many patties took their outfits over the
island, thus escaping the risk of loss by
way of the rapid. During our.stay here
the - weather was exceedingly hot,-the
heat of the sun' reflecting . from “the
hurning sand tanned 'us us black as In-
didans.  Sometimes this great heat was
tenipered by a refreshing breeze, when
one was enabléd to-enjoy a bath in the
much” by -hosquitoes
long length ot day here at this ti
year {s—succeeded oty

lice cold watsr without being bothered

“a guide if - required. Some 40 msles

_steamer Sparrow -was —tied- up—to the
b(r:ﬂ:*r}mvn'fo‘1
_this eamp for- a guide
rapids are not dangérous if a gndd look |

out is kept. The most dangerons part [;¢ 0 17 bick e i
ifornia picked up a piece of silver ore { camp and un

of these Rapids is the third one, known
as. Big Stone rapid. l)urfn-g the sum-’
mer of 1897 two. boats got into trouble
at this rapid.” One- escaped with diffi-
culty and part of the eutfit was lost,
while the other, a Peterborough canoe, |
was entirely lost, inclading the whole
outfit.. Again-in. this quarter are many
fossils of all kinds. From here onward
to Grand Rapids numerous sand bars are
encountered -ana an occasional . rock, |
but no serious ohstacles are met with,

One cannot but admire the deuse fol- ‘:mighty rapids, which-tie between here’ dogs roaniing about apparently without

jage “on either bank, for on all hands
flourish the poplar, the birch, cotton-
wood, the spruce and many other
“sorts of forest trees, while oecasionally |
the eves are fixed on's modest cross de- |
noting that some utifortunate traveler is |

—sound asieep-in—the-arms-of lis Maker. |

The -conntry geneggily between Atha-
basca I.anding and' Grand rapids is|
We passed many creeks |

which “were still covered with ice and |
stow. On  June 2d we reached Grand
rapids, which constitutes the first ser- |
ious obstacle of the journey. We made |
our boat fast to the right bank about |
114 miles from the head of Grand rapids.
All parties pull in hereabouts in order |
to gain information as to the hest means |
of mnavigating this sevies 6f rapids,
which are ten in number. Every party
whao can it takes a guide herz.
To make sure of a good one, it is best |
to-get-one recommrended-by-the police;
wiha are theroughly acquainted with all
of them. From the head .of Gtand
rapids to I'grt McMurray a guide charg-
es froin $16 to 3100, The guide is pa1i
one-lilf the charge betore starting and
the half is deposited with the police,
the same being haidel. over to the
guide On his retufn, allowing he can|
furnisli a satisfactory report from: the |
party whom he has piloted. During this
summer - on the —Athabasca, the water
was lower than it was 'ever before |
kifo®u to have been. -This state ‘of |
affairs wreatly increased the. dangers, |

{
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|

|

ey 1~
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= =
were supposed to

- rapids existed here and there between
the great ones. On approaching Grand |
rapids the ‘water becomes swifter and-
swifter, and’ diréctly at the head of it |
iLan isiqnd which splits the rapid into |
two parts.. Tt is on the right side of}
this island that. the, desvent -is made, |

“the left side being altogether too dan- |
gerous,  To describe this rapid-you may |
fmagine a stretch: of water one-half |
mile long running with a very swift |
current, some 700 of. 800 yards wide |
afid covered with enormous: bohlders |
weighing .many tens, Reémembering
thit-mitlions of -tons of ‘water are tear |
3 b S v v
-ing down this-incline tg reach the foot; |

exist, while miniature?!

““you wil; have a fairly gbod idea of this}

great rapid,or rather, mighty torrent. |
The greatest care and vigilance must |
be exercised in._descending this rapid, ‘

be. oit: of the questjon. All _boats are
Jowered down here by means of long |
~bow and stern ~lines; — Several-men get
into the boats at the head; eagh holding
a long pole in his hands for the purpose
of warding the boat off rocks, while a

v' ~tents are landed:
“taged to -the foot of the 3

- ing distance, where she 1 ecei}tﬁ? her

holding .the - lines. When halfway
down the boat is pulled in to the shore,
where one-half or somstime all the con-
Whence thes Afe Dot

ids. The
boat is then  lowéred down-the remain-

tfrom ! (
| this rapid we saw the remdins of two

_focks _appeared —where nuneL

| great quantity of water-whic

P

L5480 and 'prepares for another Mt

night or rather dmm twil

lightning bugs appeaf upon the scene, | cyile a-deluge
remitting millions of electric sparks|j ;
ssils_here | wpioh “does not present any serions ob.|

from- their tiny _bedies '
again are in evidenee, the most re

The Pelicaniable of all are the gigantic stones re-|g 4 ¥
{ sembling —the petrified remains of huge p.om:” on-the-Ioth

land tortoises.— An old tinier from Cal-
here, at the same time exclaiming that
if he knew where it came from he
‘would not.waiit to go to the Klondike,

| as he- declared . it to be the richest ore| this,

fie had ever seen, - The N.W.M.P. here

| have similar duties to perform as at| 544 on the 12th a heavy gale was blow-

Athabasca Ianding. Taken altogether,
Grand rapids presented a scene of hus-
tle and animation , and one not easily
to be forgotten. , We possessed no -mon-
ey. where - with to procure a guide, so
on the Tth, after having firmly secure

the canoe to-the side of the scow;-we
set forth (without a guide) to run these

and Fort McMurray, a distance of ahout
108 miles. These rapids are ten in

| number. It is impaossible for anybody | would commit their depredations during
| to state how these rapids should be run | the pight, TR

exceptifig at highest -water when they
may be rum ‘with safety by taking any
part of the. rivers Indians alone who
are  continnally running -these —rapi

can furmish the -best intormation re-
specting them. I -was informed that
some
record for munning these rapids, having

| traversed the whole series in the space||ndians, a” few words of

of 15 hours.

Our first narrow e8éape occurted

I when our boat strack —a-large rock close | haar: moos-ma, a moose;: win-win«ket-

in on the left bank at Little Grand rap-
ids, where the water was swiftest, but
we did not strike hard enough to cause
anv serious damage. After emerging
ym the ‘rough. waters at the foot of

shattered Peterboroughs on the "bank.

"Tliese had o doubt came to grief at the
| last pamed rapid and had been-washed

dsKore. Some 23 miles lower down ‘we
fame to'the Brule rapid, at the head of
which is a chute, The boat, dropping
down several feet, is immediately swept
onward by the surging waters. We ran

| this rapid on the right side, and when

about one half way through, a strong
current from . the middle of the stream

| carried us right on -to the bank, which
Lis composed of ironstone rock.

I thought as we were dashed into the
bank that all must surely be lust. I
was pulling the bow oar, and by back

Ty water i the—nick-of- time-saved Us- this distance-the spruce
| feom entire destruction.  Many narrow | prolitically,
escapes

followed - this
chiefly to bad steerinﬁ:

to the Boiler rapid. This.is a Jong rap-
id, commencing at its heid with some

one, owing

| very swift water and terminating in a

bend in the river, the water at its foot
being exceedingly rough and dangerous.

‘A few hours detention at the head-of
this rapid gave time and opportunity o
examine: the immediate surroundings.

All T could discover worthy  of men-
tion.were a lily somewhat resembling
the common tiger lily, though-smalles,
and two sorts of orchids * It was late in
the evening wheén we ran this rapid-and
we came  through safe after

much of. tne flour. We camped at its
foot for the night im_company with sev-
era} other parties. “About 2
the following merping we ‘were Jiteral-
Iv washed bt of our blankets by tor-

rents of rain, the storm lasting till 6-a.

m. The thunder was very.
the lightning extremely vivid,
with

very heavy and
It was

we made another dhart

managed to get
a %rcat quanty
lie next point

to the cascades, of wh re tw
the Little cascadé and Cascade proper.

Both of these partake of the nature of
“water falls. B verer
these by means ‘of lines q
is necessary here to take ont
cargo at low " state ot ‘water.. The large
cascade is composed of 4 reef of rocks
in the shape of a horseshoe extending |
from-bank to bank about ene-half mile
wide; High [fmestone banks may here

oil ooze in "all directions, 'thoroughly

odor., ' One party here wounded at
lowing it up.. Now we come to ‘Crook-
ed rapid, , L!
series of rapids.’ It describes almost a

circle. The left bank composed of lime
wall, as if it had been ehiseled out

the hand of man. The foot of this
rapid is themost dangerous where the

wall. Much-oil may be seen oozing.

be seen from which large quantities of | I
impregnating- the air «with its strong | %
‘moose, but cougfl} not 1ose time in fol. | W

the fmost remarkable of this|

storfe, has the & rance of a marine}
iy by

that a quantit
missing, :

course “rings us in- close under the: - -

of the Hudson Bay boats held tlre | hy eating graham flour. by ok

shim)i,ng"a'wminishing on either

o’clock on:

da,ﬂicu]tg \1(;, aec'q:&cf efl?ygh-drl)ﬂ!
- pumber of men fi i thye - shiore+waod to get breakfast with, is meal, |
o AL ‘5s'ixguat§imm;in; reat haste, when-

runping through

from the black dirt
cand Anw 1 i
out in

 much  water,

ast of-this series 18 the Moberley rapid;

| stacles.  Fort McMurray, was reached at |
, ‘'where the weather

| became very cold:

We were detained here
drying ‘out-our damaged

as possible,
| four ~days

{ goods.
for  heavy showers descended
intermittently for: the first two days,
ling and snow fell for many hours in
| large flakes. This tort is situated at
| the junction of the Clearwater and Ath-
abasca rivers. Besides the Hudson Bay
| post there is a large encampment of In-
dians, most of whom are Crees. It be-
| hooves omie to keep. a sharp eve on his
| outfit here for there are many starving

lt owners.

‘ I learned that these doygs were
never fedduring the summer.

They

carrying off anything that
| was eatable. So hungry were these
| dogs that they would devour packstraps,
i moceasins, moose hide oranything that
twas the least—oily:— One-

| found 4 dead dog with his stomach
+greatly distended. - Fle' mer his death
| “Being on the outside limits of the Cree
their quaint
| language may be of interest. For in-
lstance: Wa-wa, eggs; njusk-ma, a

| che .ma, good night; pik-ahik-mian, a
| rooster ; pa-quin-a-kin. bread or flour;
{ 0-ma, this; chik-a-hu-gan, an axe; pas-
['ka-gin, a gun; skot too; fire ; imees-tik,
| wood; pti-moti, tobacco; mep-pee,
| water ; saag-a-ha-gan, lake; vaas-ka-ba
| gan, house; tap-may; all right; si-seep,
tduck  see-pee; Tiver: —
E 'I‘hc/?ount'ry . everywhere -between
| Grand rapids and Fort McMurray shiows
| traces of its—glacial formation and the
| tertiary periods, andvmuch alkali is to
be seenn. Colors have been found eyery-
| where betweén Grand rapids and Fort
| McMurray. L

Below McMurray for 130 miles the
| river is a complete network of islands
| and sandbars, One hundred and twen-
|ty five miles below MeMurray ” much
| pitch ~ is- to be found.  This at- one
| tyme used to be gathered by Indians and
| traded to the Hudson Bay Co. During
—and birch grow
but they both cease to grow
| 50 miles from Lake Athabasca; but the

{

_Next we come | g]der, the cottonwood and various wil- |

(e

i fally the

| latte:. Many, intricate chaunels lead
|into tne lake, To make sure of the
[right one it is mnecessary to take the
txecond channel on the Jeft, counting
| the fi

L lows flourish #4ir great profusion, ¢

| a8 one. A
| Previous to entering the Jake we came
|10 a large Indian encampment, pumber-.

I'ing over twenty t e traded to-
{'bacco and tea wil: %ﬁ( sh, We
| reached the lake on th s
~hand ad £
approaghed, when the whole
jappearance
{tide, ‘Many lar
| rapacious  birds.. ma& be . seen. on
| approaching the lake, ¢ had not been
| loug at the entrance to the lake, where
we ﬂ?}ad made “camp, before tviol;:é'
thunider storm sprang up, accompanied.
with high wind :‘nd torrents of rain,
During the afternoon of this day I ob- ]
served two large *waterspouts in the
rate by - the fierce i
diate “vieinity'

ned-rapid wi
the Drow Pv ¥ g_ﬂ_d.;'l’h‘:is i

of _our camp

The first thing we _did was to make |
load the boat as speedily |

feathery leaved species O the |
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