_ MINES AND RESOURCES
Vencouver, B.Ce,

i Chri stianson:

e e received your 36155-8 of January 5th regerding
possible discussions on further dyking operations involving e
Indian Reserve lands along the Kootenay River, Kootenay Agency.

s % Y say that I have discussed the question of the
reclamation of these lands with Mr. C.E. Webb, Pistrict Chief
Engineer, Dominion Water and Power Bureau, Dej yrtment of Mimes

- and Resources, and he gave as his considered opinion that our
engineers should first investigate and report on the feasibility
. and cost of any p® } ject involving Indisn lands along the Kootenay
. River. This would mo doubt be necessary before the application
_ for approvel of ‘plans of works of construction for the reclamation
of the lands would be considered by the ‘Provincial Government of
British Columbia, and also in support of the epplication before
' the International Joint Commission, Mr., Poole informed me sSome
 time ago that his compeny was in & position to underteke reclama
tion work, having hed considerable experience in the Kootenay
Valley on large pro jects, some of which ineluded Indien lands, 3
. acknowledged Mr. Poole's letter and informed him that to my
 knbwledge the Department was not considering at the time the
| reclamation of further lands. There is & large area of Indian
. Repserve lands south of Creston and east of the Kootenay River,
' bropably some 3500 acres of excellent land which could be rect
 ed, ppovided the necessary approval could be obtained from the
' Government of the Province and the International Joint Commisaio
Ko génerete proposal, ‘however, to my knowl edge, for the reclamati
of this spcreage has Dbeen submitted to the Department. o

e B deuy the Department will refer to this office,for
o consideration and report,any proposals made respecting the o
J 'j~;r\pcﬁl‘mti}pn of these lands. i ‘ : : :

i jgoura faithfully,




