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GREAT BRITAIN TO TIGHTEN THE BLOCKADE; , 
ACTIVITY AT SEVERAL POINTS ON BRITISH FRONT

i

ATTACK ON BRITISH FRONT 
PROMISES TO RIVAL THAT 

ON THE FRENCH AT VERDUN

Ï0L CARNEGIE ACCEPTS
EUE SERVICE BUI

Huns Launch Attacks at Severe1 . oints, But So 
Far Have Failed to Accom;1 End — Irish 
Troops Win Glory for Bravr, and Dash 
Official Statement Last Night Longest Yet ls> 
susd by War Office.

ENGLAND TO TAKE CLOSER 
GRIP ON NEUTRALS’

TRADE CONNECTIONS

AFor Arrangement Entered Into by Shell Committee with 
American Ammunition Co. and International Ammu
nition Fuse Co.—Committee Agreed to Prices on His 

i Recommendation. _ '

Owing to Strong Opposition Which Developed in the Com
mons—Premier Has Two Alternatives and will An
nounce Decision Next Week.

London, April 27—It was announced 
tihat the government had withdrawn 
the military service bill, owing to the 
strong opposition In the house. It 
was understood that the bill, embody
ing certain aspects of the proposals 
outlined in the report of the secret 
session at which recruiting was taken 
up, had been approved by the minis
try and ttie army council.

The withdrawal of Mr. Long’s bill, 
which provided for bringing into ser
vice every unmarried man between 
eighteen and forty-five, and prolong
ing for the duration of the war the 
service of all time-expired men and 
territorials, left the question of unat
tested married men to be dealt with 
later. The discussion that followed 
the Introduction of the bill showed 
that the measure was opposed by all

parties as unfair, several member»» 
urging that nothing but all-round com*/ 
pulsion would prove satisfactory. 
Particular objection was raised tp the, 
extension of the service period of 
time-expired men.

Being pressed.to state what course 
the government proposed' to adopt. 
Premier Asquith sakL he could not be 
expected to reply on the spur of the 
moment, but would consult his collea
gues and announce his decision next 
week. It is understood that two alter, 
natives are before the government, 
either to Introduce a bill bringing in
to operation the proposals concerning 
unattested marled men, given in the 
premier's statement at the secret ses
sion of the house on Tuesday, or pro
ceed at once, to the adoption of uni
versal service.

London, April 27.—The report 
that Great Britain Intende to tight
en the commercial blockade Is re
iterated In a despatch from the Co
penhagen correspondent of the Ex
change Telegraph Comparty, who 
•aya there are persistent rumors to 
that effect In circulation there. It 
le stated, he adds, that Great Brit
ain desires all Danish merchants to 
pay In advance through London for 
goods purchased In America, with 
the object of gaining thorough con
trol over the commercial connec
tions of neutrals.

May SO. Was read wanting to know 
if the shell committee could give 
another order for 3,000,000 N 80 fuses 
at $4.68. "Gan we proceed?" the cable 
concluded. The war office replied: 
"Not. for the present.”

A letter dictated toy Col. Carnegie 
and signed by Gen. Bertram, was seat 
to the Russell Company, in answer to 
one of 4he 29th which was read. It 
stated that if the company could find 
a product of brass to give the physical 
qualities required there was no rea
son why it should not toe used. On 
June 1st Mr. Russell was advised that 
the war office was not considering, at 
that time, the manufacture of time 
fuses.

On June 1st Mr. Russell wrote the 
shell committee urging an appoint- 
•ment with Messrs. Carnegie and Ber
tram for Thursday. Mr. Russell sail 
he "was anxious to get something 
closed," and added that their "plans 
to idefec their visit, tout Mr. Floyd 
anxious to get started right away, 
at all possible."'

This letter was answered on June 
2nd as follows : “We have definite 
information that the war office wants 
no more time fuses. Are sending 
sample of fuse cover hi case; more 
fuses needed later.” - f-v

Then mt June 7 Mr. RusiW Vfo'e 
to General Bertram, expressing “it 
was a distinct disappointment In .vi-*w 
of what had taken place.” The com
pany had made preparation to make 
fuses in Canada as a result of the 
conferences they had had before, 
especially as it had been “deflnitelv” 
arranged to hold an order of between 
one or two million fuses for us.”

The letter went on to say that C»l. 
Carnegie had told them that the order 
could not be held open indefinitely. 
The company had telegraphed that the 
fuse matter had been well advanced, 
experts had been obtained, and the 
world was to toe done in Canada.

Then when they were ready to sub
mit plans Col. Carnegie wired them 
to defer their visit, but Mr. Floyd 
Harris and Mr. Russell left for Ottawa 
and arrived on May 26.

"To our utter amazement," said the 
letter, "we found the whole order had 
been placed wlthstwo United States 
firms, and at higher prices.” '

In explaining why the Russell Mot <r 
Car Company got none of the five mil-

(Continued oo page 2)

(Canadian Tress).
Ottawa, April 27—Col. David Came- 1

gie, member of the shell committee, 
and ordnance advisor of that body, 
continued his recital of the events 
leading up to the award of the famous 
fuee contracts - at the morning and 
afternoon sessions of the Meredith- 
Duff royal commission of inquiry to
day. Some frank admissions were 
made by the witness, and it seems as 
though hé was desirous of ihtolding 
back nothing whatever which might 
bave a bearing on tSe subject under 
Investigation, as the government coun
sel, Mr. I. F. Hell mut h, K. C., also 
■hows Ihe is trying to get at the facts. 
This morning he said that as ordnance 
officer, "he took the full responsibility 
for recommending the contracts to the 
shell contracts." In the afternoon he 
said that In determining the price for 
the Graze fuses he acted solely upon 
his own Judgment. “I have since seen 
the error of my ways," he said can
didly, "for 1 have learned that lower 
prices were paid in the United States 
for the same article."

An analysis of the dates of the var
ious letters and telegrams shows that 

awarding of tlh* contracts to the 
Harris and Yoakum companies 

synchronized with the rejection of the 
à proposition put forth by T. A Russell 
H^Hrfcloyd Harris, the Canadian con- 

The detailed offer of these gen- 
^^flkmen came in the same day that the 

letter was written to the New York 
interests conveying the assurance that 
an order was to be given. Mr. Rue- 
sett, however, had. previously sent a 
telegram stating that the proposition 
would be submitted, and evidently it 
had been expected. After the Amerl-

■ can contract had been placed' Col. Car- 
I negte and General Bertram saw Gen. 
F Hughes, who said he woulti be quite 
f willing that an order for two hundred

thousand fuses should be placed in 
Canada. That the Canadian concern 
had been given reason to hope for the 
contract was Indicated in Col. Carne- 
gfe’s account of an Interview with the 
parties behind the proposal. 

k "We told them," said the colonel, 
E “that we regretted we had gone back 
I on our word, but that we were under 
F pressure owing to the urgency. It was 
f/ on this occasion that the Canadian

■ company was offered an order for the 
two hundred thousand fuses. They 
expressed dissatisfaction with such a 
email apportion, as it. would take 
$160,000 to equip the necessary* plaint. 
Hie agreement ratified by the shell

. committee on June 19 was produced, 
I and among those present on that oc- 
I caelon was LieuL-Col. Pease, who was 

.put in Canada doing inspectorial du
ties for the British war office. The 
Attract was also put in the records, 

i It provided fbr generous cash advan
ced to the companies, and also for 
guarantees for the specific perform
ance of the contracts. It is evident, 
from the dates, that the original.nego
tiation was conducted' with Mr. Hap 
rls, of the International Fuse Com
pany, while the share of the Ameri
can Ammunition Company, in which 
Mr. Yoakum, Col. Allisom and their 
associates figure, was apparently in 
the nature of a later development.

Col, Carnegie will be on the stand 
again tomorrow, and even then is not 
likely to be1 finished with, as the main 
examination is not completed and the 
cross-examination is yet to come. It 
will cover a very wide range, as there 
have been introduced into the direct 
testimony matters which, strictly 
speaking, am not involved in The evi
dence of the commission, 
ance is large, and interest to at a high 

I pitch.
I When the afternoon session opened, 
I Mr. Johnston raised the question o! 
1 the summoning and payment of wtt- 
,1 nesses, (Sir William Meredith remark* 
\ ed that no doubt money would be 
1 available for reasonable expenses 
M forthwith.

Bulletin—London, April 28, 1.31 a. m.—Croat activity 
points along the British front Is reported In the letëet official communi

ai raid near 
Hebuterne,

at various

cation. "The Bedfordshire Regiment carried on 
Camoy. There hao been artillery activity at

>n a eooeessf 
L. Bol.Mll., 

ngheln.Monchy-Au-Bola, Neuvllle-8L Vaaet, and Frail
At Frellngheln the Germans entered the British tranches but were 

driven out
Similar attacks on the British trenches on Hill $0 and at 8t. Elol

were repulsed.
The communication closes with an 

account of the aeroplane activity, in
cluding a description of a fight be
tween a German "two-seater" and a 
British "one-eeater," resulting in the 
death at both German aviators and the 
destruction of the machine, which 
fell from a height of 14,000 feet

Of the work of the Irish regiments 
on Thursday the communication says:

"This morning, at 6.10 o'clock, the 
enemy discharged jpas from trenches 
south of Hulluch, and at the same 
time put artillery barrage on our lines 
north of Loos.

"At 7.30 a.$a. a second 
was :»eleaaed from about 
place, and1 after a heavy artillery bom
bardment the enemy gained a footing 
in oar front and support lines east 
northeast of Loos.

"A counter-attack by our Irish 
troops took place within half an hour, 
and the enemy wag driven out, leav
ing many dead' in our trenches.

“The enemy also advanced from 
trenches just south of Hulluch, but 
this attack was enfiladed by our ma
chine guns and many corpses were 
left In front of our trenches. A few 
Germans reached our lines, but were 
driven out."

The communication also says:

Russians Drive Turks from Mountain 
Feattions.

REVOLT NOT 
CONFINED» 
CITY OF DUBLIN

Petrograd. via London, April 27, 
10.16 p. m —The following official com
munication we* leaned today:

W) ftont: The ene- 
his bombardment 

rehead.
ies have flown over 
many points drop- 

i enemy aeroplanes 
‘ the Dvinsk region. 
i the distinguished 
aeroplane.

of the members, "to make clear to the 
world the true amount of support be
hind the movement."

At the rising of the House the hojne 
secretary, Herbert Samuel, was able 
to announce the receipt of informa
tion that over "considerable districts" 
of Ireland calm prevailed, and to re
peat the prime minister’s promise that 
consistent with the military exigen
cies, all the news available would he 
published, and the necessary facilities 
granted to newspaper men.

HUNS AGI 
VIOLATE SWISS

"Western (H

"Enemy aen 
our Dvina lins 
ping bombs, f 
yesterday flew 
One of them 
mark of a 

"One of
:

bombarded

... m
stadt. Twenty large bombs were drop
ped and started fires.

"Wednesday night the enemy, after 
an artillery preparation lasting two 
hours, attacked Vlassy Kroshin, in the 
sector northeast of Baranovichi, but 
was repulsed by the fire of our out
posts and scouts.

"In the morning we observed a 
fresh massing of troops against this 
sector, which we again dispersed.

"The enèmy's artillery is particular
ly active In the region of the Ogtnski 
canal and the Jaaiolda river. Enemy 
aeroplanes at several points flew over 
the cantonments of Gen. Evert’s troops 
and dropped bombs.

"In the region of the Rovno-Kovel 
railway, after a fight, we occupied the 
village of Chromlakoua. The enemy 
attempted to recapture the ground lost 
but was repulsed by our fire.

"Caucasus front: Engagements be
tween outposts occurred In the dis
trict of Mamakhatun and Mush. South
wards of Bltlis our troops have dislodg
ed the Turks from their whole series 
of positions in the mountains."

Hunt Prevented from Leaving 
Trenches.

£
Marital Law on Whole Wand 

But More Hopeful Feel
ing Prevails.

Redmond and Carson in Accord.
Individually the ministers express 

confidence that the military forces on 
the spot can deal successfully with the 
movement On the political side the 
position la much more satisfactory, Mr. 
Redmond and Sir Edward Carson be
ing in agreement that no political 
capital is to be made out of the trou
bles.

German Aeroplane Flew Over 
Region of Porentroy 

' Bombarded by Swiss Troops 
Alonfe Frontier.

CARSON AND REDMOND 
DENOUNCE UPRISING

Premier Aagulth'e promise, in be- 
half of the government, of a search
ing investigation into the origin of 
the movement and his acceptance of 
full responsibility, together with the 
speeches of the. Irish Nationalist and 
Unionist leaders, expressing their de
sire to do everything in their power 
to assist the government, went far to 
allay the rising passions of the house, 
which had been shown in demands for

Geneva Switzerland, April 27, via 
Paris.—Swiss territory has &sa:n been 
violated by a German aeroplane. The 
machine flew over the region of Pren- 
truy at dawn today and was bombard
ed by Swiss troops all along the fron-

London Express Demands a 
New Administration With 
Kitchener as Lord Lieuten-

"Hostile artillery was active during 
the day against our trenches about 
Carency, Sotlchez, Les Bredis and 
Fosse (De Braquemont).

“Yesterday there was much aerial 
activity, nineteen combats in the air 
taking place. The machine reported 
yesterday as having been brought down 
In our lines was a two-seater. It was 
attacked by a single-seater throe times 
at a great height.

The enemy pilot was shot through 
the heart, and the observer through 
the body. The machine crashed to 
earth, with the engine full on, from 
a height of 14,000 feet One of our 
reconaissancee was attacked by elgat 
hostile aeroplanes, 
attacks were driven off, and one hos
tile machine was brought down. Our 
reoonaiesance was completed. Two 
of our aeroplanes were damaged, but 
all returned saflely.

“Last night the. Bedfordshire Regi
ment carried out a very successful 
raid near Carnoy. The raiding party 
rushed the trenches, and after fierce 
hand-to-hand, fighting drove the re
maining Germans Into their dugouts 
and bombed them. Our

tier.ant. The aircraft dropped bombs on the 
French town of Dette, eleven mi-lea 
southeast of Belfort, anti then crossed 
the Swiss frontier a second time, fin
ally disappearing in the direction of

London, April 27.—Martial law has 
been declared throughout Ireland and 
Major Sir John Maxwell, who until 
recently commanded the troops in 
Egypt, has gone over to take charge, 
the Irish executive officials having 
placed themselves under his instruc
tions. He has been given full discip
linary powers for the extension of op
erations and the suppression of the 
rebellion.

The revolt, which broke out in Dub
lin Monday, has spread to other parts 
of Ireland, chiefly to the west and 
south. This information, together with 
the fact that the rebels are still in 
possession of parts of the city of Dub
lin, was given to the nation by the 
ministers in parliament today.

Promt* Asquith, who yesterday had 
given reassuring news respecting the 
situation in Ireland, caused something 
of a flutter of anxiety by Mg. state
ment in the House today whe*n he an
nounced a spread of the movement to 
other parts of Ireland,' the retention by 
the revolutionary forces of certain 
parts of Dublin and the fact that fight
ing was still going on in the streets.

The government, the premier fur
ther announced, was convinced that 
the forces now in Ireland and those 
proceeding there were adequate to 
deal with the situation.

John Redmond, leader of the Irish 
Nationalist party, and Sir Edward Car- 
son, the Unionist leader, strong oppon
ents <m the home rule question, ex
pressed their detestation of the riding, 
and, as a consequence, Premier As
quith said he did not think it neces
sary to hold a session of the House 
Monday, as had been suggested by one

the resignation of Augustine Blrrell, 
chief secretary ifor Ireland; Baron 
Wlmborne, the lord lieutenant, and 
other officials alleged to be respon
sible in disregarding warnings as to 
what was likely to happen from the 
Sinn Fein agitation. Sir Edward Car- 
son offered to place his Ulster volun
teers at the disposal of the govern
ment to help in suppressing the rebel
lion.

That a hopeful feeling prevailed in 
parliament was seen in the fact that 
no opposition was raised to the ad
journment of the house to Tuesday, 
after the ministers had promièèd that 
this would not interfere with the issu
ance of any available news.

Dublin is further from London today 
than Peking is from New York, so 
far as communication for the general 
public Is concerned. No Irish newspa
pers have reached hercrsince the ris
ing, and passenger traffic has been, 
for the most part, suspended. The 
only Information comes through offi
cial channels.

Swiss Minister in Berlin Summoned 
Home.

tienne. Switzerland. April 26, via 
Paris, April 27.—As the result of vio
lations of Swiss territory toy German 
aeroplanes the federal council, accord
ing to the Swiss telegraphic agency,* 
has summoned to Berne the Swiss 
minister in Berlin to dismiss the situ
ation arising from these Incidents.

FREDERICTON DECIDES 
ROT TO HPT TOE 

DM SAVING SCHEME

Paris, April 27.—The official com* 
the war officemunication issued bv 

tonight reads:
"On the left bank of the Meuse there 

has been' Intense artillery activity In 
the regions of Avoucourt, Esnes and 
Cumieree.

“On the right bank of the river the 
enemy made two semblances of attack, 
accompanied by violent bombard
ments—one on the front of Haudre- 
mont attd the Thiaumont front, the 
other between Douaumont and Vaux. 
Arrested by our curtain of fire the Ger
mans were not able to leave their 
trenches.

“On the rest of the front the day 
was comparatively calm, save in the 
region of Roye, and In the sectors to 
the west of Pont-A-Moussen, where our 
batteries displayed great activity.

"Yesterday an enemy aeroplane, 
brought down by our fire, fell In front 
of Fort Vaux. Last night three of our 
dirigibles carried out bombing opera
tions. Numerous projectiles of large 
calibre were dropped by them on the 
stations at Etain and Bensdorf and on 
the railway at Amavllle.

“The same night our aeroplanes 
dropped 37 shells of 120 millimetres 
on different stations In the valley of 
the Aire; twenty-five shells on bi
vouacs in the valley of the Orne; six 
shells and two incendiary bombs on 
the station at 'Çh ton ville, and eight on 
the Confions station."

The Belgian official communication 
reads:

All the hostile

HALIFAX WILL PUT 
CLOCKS AHEAD 1 HOUR 

AT MIDNIGHT SUNDAY
Special to The Standard.

Fredericton, April 27.—The city 
council tonight decided not to adopt 
the daylight saving scheme for Fred
ericton during the present summer. 
The labor men of the city are not in 
favor of the scheme and the council de
cided to defer any action In matter 
until the schyie became province- 
wide. There was very little discus
sion on the question and the citizens 
In general have taken very little In
terest In the matter since the agita
tion started for Its adoption in this

casualties
were eight wounded. The German los
ses were considerable. Special to The Standard.

Halifax, April 27.—Some days ago, 
following representations made by a, 
number of citizens to the mayor andj 
city council in favor of the daylight 
saving scheme for Halifax, Mayor P.. 
F. Martin issued a proclamation that- 
on May first the clocks of the city be 
moved forward one hour, thus putting 
into effect as far as he officially could, 
the daylight saving plan for this city. 
At a public meeting tonight the pro
fessional and business classes were 
found to be in favor of the change and 
the labor element opposed.

Two hours were spent in the discus* 
sion pro and con.

The city council afterwards took a 
vote on the question and decided ten 
to four to allow the mayor’s proclama
tion to remain effective. On May first 
therefore city clocks In Halifax and 
those of all others where the owners 
wish shall be advanced one hour. On 
the previous occasion the aldermen 
were unanimous for the change, now 
it becomes effective only by a some
what more than two to one vote.

"8cmth of Frellngheln the enemy en
tered our trenches about eight p. m. 
under cover of a bombardment, but 
was immediately driven out by a coun
terattack.

"Last night after a heavy bombard
ment, followed by the explosion of a 
mine, the enemy attacked our tren
ches on Hitt 60, but was repulsed 
about the same time the ençmy gain
ed a footing in one of our sap-heads 
north of Hill 60, but was driven out 
by our bombers.

"One More Tragic Farce."
London, April 27.—The London 

■newspapers, in commenting on the up
rising in Ireland, attach more signific
ance to its political than to Its. military 
aspect.

The Daily News calls it "one more 
tragic farce, without hope, without in
telligent alms, without any real driv
ing power," and continues:

"The military, situation is no longer, 
if it .ever was, even superficially seri
ous. The real importance of the inci
dent wlH he political, but silly attacks 
on *Mt. Blrrell (the Irish secretary)* 
neftd not he taken too seriously."

The Times thinks that the strict 
censorship and the air of mystery 
thrown over the early stages of the re
bellion toy the government were un
wise, and that they are likely to cre
ate a bad Impression among neutral* 
which the government to anxious to 
prevent

The Express makes a violent attack 
on the administration of Ireland. It 
demands the retirement of Baron 
Wlmborne, the Lord Lieutenant, and 
Mr. Blrrell, adding in large type, "And 

> freland to Lord Lteuten-

clty.

THREATENED STRIKE 
COAL MINERS LIKELY 

TO BE AVERTED

The attend-

Longest Yet Issued.
The British communication issued 

Hast night to the longest ever sent out 
from British headquarters. To the 
extent of nearly five hundred words 

mmittee of anthracite coni it describes the- great increase of ac
tivity on the British front, where 
many observers have been predicting 

subcommittees, and that there waa that the Germans were about to 
every prospect that they would be launch an attack as determined as 
settled before tiie miners tri-district that against Verchm. 
convention of Mây 2. It was stated on The new German activity has shown 
behalf of both sides that" the chief itself at more than a score of points, 
point of difference between them— with the principal fighting apparently 
the matter of full recognition of the around Hulluch and Loos.
United Mine Workers of America—- The Irish regiments get special 
had been* "cleared up," and that the mention for bravery, in a counter-ai
de tails would be arranged at a meet- tack wh$ch drove the Germans out of 
ing of their respective sub-committees a section of trenches where they had 
tomorrow morning. This averts • gained a footing, with the help of gas 
threatened strike. and an artillery curtain of firs.

New York, April 27—It was announ
ced1 ah the conference here today of a 
Joint to
operators and miners that their dlf- 

Mr. Hellmuth read the two letters ferences had been referred back to 
from T. A. Russell, dated May 29, ask- roe for further information as to ‘he 
Reifications for fuses, 
jf Mr. Hellmuth: "Beading these two 
letters it occurs to one naturally that 
the Russell people were still looking 
forward to some contracts for fuses.
Gan you give us any explanation as 
to this?"

"Tee. We were proposing to call 
upon the war office for another order, 
if possible for fuses only." 
jt Here a cable to the war office, dated

"There were local artillery actions 
at various points along the whole front 
especially in the direction of Dlxmude. 
Cur batteries took under their fire 
enemy groups In the direction of Key- 
em and Wyehuyzen."

ryinug the survivors arrived at Water 
weg today. On April 10 the Maashaven 
hit a mine on the English coast, but 
managed to reach the Thames. Neces
sary repairs were made, and on Tues
day of this week the vessel left :or 
Rotterdam in tow of. two tugs.

London, April 27.—A despatch to 
Lloyd’s Shipping Agency says that 
the Dutch steamer Dubhe and the 
Maashaven have been damaged, but 
are still afloat. ' *

■

Gifts Appreciated.
The Parks Convalescent 

thanks Mayor Hayes for a donation off 
a billiard table to the Home, also Mr.

HomeDutch Steamer Hits Mine.
Rotterdam, April 27, via London.— 

The Dutch steamer Maashaven strqi-K 
a mlpe yesterday morning while bound 
from (London te this port. A tug car-

1

Frodsham of the Royla Hotel for 
aupply of chalk and cues, which were] 

very much appreciated.

1
t Kitchener to

enL"

v
7

Lv.; : v #

m

4

I

► e ;IF t •* «*
«

*


