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men whereby they can be save. If the heart is not
changed the life will not be changed. If immortal sounls
are not bronght to Jesus Christ by the truth snd the ac-
companying Spirit, what ls to become of them? The
fesue lo-—Josus Christ or perdition | Hvery true minister
is rtationed at the parting of the waye, and bis supreme
office ls to peint men snd win them to eternal life in
Jesus Christ. An archargel could not covet a higher or
a happler office.

This work of soul-winnivg is not to be accomplished
only on the S8abbath by direct, pointed, instructive, earn-
est and loving discourses, well steeped in prayer. Every
pastor shou!d Be a soul-winner seven days in the week,
and some of ' is best work is done outside of his pulpit.
Napoleon nsed to ride over his battlefields after a fight to
see where his shot had struck. A minister, by golng
about among his people, may discover where the arrows
of gospel truth have taken effect. If, during your pas-
toral rounds, my brother, you encounter those who are
awakened, you will gladly converse with them immed-
iately. In dealing with an awakened soul, your prime
duty ia to co-operate with the Hcly Spirit and, therefore,
seek earnestly his guidance. Endeavor to ascertain just
what it is that is in the way of the inquirer, and what
keeps him or her from surrénderiug to Christ. If it be
some cherished sin, then that sin must be abandoned,
even if it be plucking out a right eye, or cutting off a
right hand,

The chief hindrance commonly lies in a sinful, stub-
born heart. When a pastor, it was always my aim to
convince awakened persons that, unless they were will-
ing to give their hearts to Jeseus and do bis will, there
was 1o hope for them. We must shut inquirlng souls
up to Jesus Christ ; every siuner must cut loose from his
sine and cleave to his only Saviour, Saving faith is not
#0 much a feeling as it is an act; it Is the act of laying
hold cf Jesus, of joining our weakness to hia strength,
our will to his will and onrselves to him. No onesheuld
be regarded as a sound Christian or be admitted to the
church, until his heart is joined to Jesus Christ.

When an open-eyed pastor discovers cases of awaken-
ing smong his people, then is the time to co-operate
with the Holy Spirit and to appoint speciz! services in
his church, Listen for the fivst drops of the shower and
gird yourselves for the happy work. That is the way
that genuine revivals often begin: the divine Spirit is at
work and not a day must be lost. Invite people to conre
and see you ; try to see as many as you can, and when
yon find there are enquirers, then it is commonly wise
to appoint inquiry meetings. Be careful as to whom you
invite to go iuto such a meeting to converse with those
who mneed wise, careful handling. Allow no in-
experienced persons, or well-meaning cranks, to meddle
with immortal sou's who are settling the stupendous
question of their salvation. Have God's book in your
hand as well as in your memory. Call upon the Holy
Spirit to apply his almighty power to the soul before
you. Encourage inquirers to pray themselves. Ea-
deavor to keep every eye fixed on Christ; urge immediate
surrender to Christ. The happlest hours you will ever
know this side of heaven will be those that you spend in
jeading others to the Saviour,

But this supreme satisfaction s not confined to the
ordained ministersof the gospel. Every Christian parent,
every Sunday Scool teacher and everyone who loves the
Master and Joves to do the Master's work may be a soul-
winner. Lay labor is often as ¢ffective as ministerial.
There wes a goodly woman in my Brooklyn church who
more than once saw all the young girle in her Sunday
School class converted. She did not rely on addressing
them as a class. She visited each one, had personal in-
terviews with each one and guided each one to the
Saviour. Jesus Christ has tanght us that one soulis &
grest audience, The inspired evangelists record a single
public discourse (‘‘on the Mount’ ). of which we have =
full report ; nesrly all his other recorded utterances were
either to his disciples or to individuals ; the longest of
them tos disreputable woman by Sychar's well. The
book of Acts is chiefly the narrative of labors by individ-
uals and for individusle. One, reason for giving to the
world that book may have been to teach Christians how
to save sinners.

There is much talk about ‘‘resching the masees.’'
But people are not saved in the mass; they must be
reached and saved one by one. Men may go to hell by
regiments ; they must be led to Jesus individually. The
difference between mass-work and personal effort is the
difference between shaking our apple tree and covering
the ground with bruised and battered freit and picking
of the apples by hand and putting them into a basket
Personal effort costs time, costs work and costs patience,
It requires faith, and in some cases it requires courage to
go and labor faithfully with an unconverted person. A
discreet Christian—whose daily life is a good sermon—
may become a most effective winner of souls, Plain
Harlan Pege (educated inas common school and & car-
penter’s shop), by writing letters, by personal conversa-
tions and by nsing every opportunity to preseat Christ
to the rted, was h d of God in the salvation
of over one hundred souls! Oneof them became an

spsinent miinlster of great power.—Watchman,

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

Atonement—Reconciliation.

It is saked why theological writers, of the orthodox
order, nsethe word ‘‘atonement’’ in speaking of the
work of Christ rather, then the“word *“recomciliation,’
which ls more frequently need inthe New Testament.
We are called to vote that the word ‘‘stonement’’ {s used
only once in the New Testament, while the word "‘recon-
cilistion,” “‘reconcile,” is used several times. Indeed,
the word “‘atonement,” in the single case(Rom. v. 10) is
the translation of the word which elsewhere is translated
“‘reconcilintion.’”” Yet, in most treatises on theology,
and in many sermons, ss in much religions conversation,
the word ‘‘ atonement '’ is used when reference is had to
theg@gaking down of the barrier caused by sin, between
man and God.

It has to be confessed that the word *atonmement’’ is
purely Eoglish, while the word ‘‘reconcilistion’’ is de-
rived directly from the Latia. It has been sald that no
other language than the Knglish affords a'word which ex-
actly corresponde in meaning with the word *'atone-
ment.”” The question is whether the Greek word kalal-
lange, umally rendered ** reconciliation,’’ has the same
mesning with our word *‘ atonement,’ or whetber Eng-
lish writers and speakers who nsed the word ‘* atone-
meut’’ meen precisely that which the sacred writers
meant when they used the word 2atallange. It is s ques-
tion of vo little interest. It is highly desirable that we
use just the right word to express what was in the minds
of those who wera taught by the Holy Spirit when they
wrote of the things of God.

It we turn to the dictionaries for a defisition we find
the Century saying of the word '‘ atonement’’ that ‘‘ the
noun . atonement) is fonnd earlier than the verb (atone),
arising, perhaps, from the phrass at.one-ment 1. Re-
conciliation after enmity or controversy; settlement, as
of a difference, concord. 2. Satisfaction or reparation
made for wrong or injury, sither by giving some equi-
valent or by doing or suffering something which i+ re-
ceived in lien of an gquivalent. 3 In theology, the re-
concillation of God and man by means of the life, suffsr-
ing and death of Christ.”” Of the word ‘‘reconcile’ it is
said: ‘1. To conciliate again, restore to union and
friendshlp after estrangement or varlance; briag agsin
to friendly or favorable feelings '’ ‘‘Reconcilistion: 1.
The act of reconciling parties at varlance; renewal of
friendship after disagreement or emmity. . . . 2.
The removal of the separation made between God and
man by sin; explation, propitiation, g
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Christ, by reason of which transgression is forgiven, sin
is covered. They would have us believe that the recon-
ciliation was effscted in some other way, and they re-
pudiate the ides of & purchase price paid for the souls of
believers. Dr. T. T. Munger, s prominent new theology
man, is quoted as saying of ‘‘the new theology'': ‘It
holds to the atonement as a divine act and process of
ethical aud practical import—not as a mystery of the diw-
tant heavens and i olated free from the struggle of the
world, but a comprehensible force in the sctual redemp-
tion of the world from its evil.’* Perhaps some one who
reads the paseage can understand it, but the presemt
writer cannot. Nevertheless, he s persuaded that De,
Munger does not accept the idea of an atonement effect-
ed by the life and death and resurrection of the Lord
Jesus Christ, his desth being the meritorious canse of
his subsequent exaltation and his present reign.

There seems, then, to be no good and sufficiant reason
for discarding the word *‘ atonement '’ and putting ** re-
conciliation *"in its stead. Its fundamental ides is the
placing at-one of two per-ons who have been at-variancs,
the reconciling of enemies. It justifies us in saylng : “If,
when we were {es, we were fled to God by the
death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall
be saved by his life.,”” There is nothing occult, or mys-
terions, sbout it. ** But God, beivg rich in mercy, for bis
great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were
dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ . avd rajsed us up with Him, and mede ue
to sit with him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesws ;
that in the ages to come he might show the exceeding
richen of his grace toward ns in Christ Jesus.” We have
no controversy with the word *‘ reconciliation,” unless
some wise man shouid come to tell us that we must pot
connect with it any very definite sems, and must al-
togeth t from it the idea that the Lord Jesus made
an atonement for sin by the offering of himeself on the
cross. We do not propose to repudiate the word ** atone-
ment ' as expressive of what we believe that Christ did
whean he made his soun! ** an off :ring for sln,’’ reconci'ing
ns to God by his blood.

g X A

The Religious Paper in the Home.

In an admirable and much admired address before the
American Baptist Pablication Soclety, at its meeting in.
St. Panl, last May, Rev Dr. G. W. Truett, of Dallas,
Tex . made mention of the value of the religious, denom-

It will be seen that the difference in meaning between
the two words ls very slight, if, indeed, thereis any
difference. But the word t'* is the latl
of the Hebrew word kaphar, used a great many times in
the O'd Testament, whea the idea is to cover over, hide
or blot out sin. Again and again and again, Asron and
the priests are said to make an atonement for the sins of
the people. No other ilea seema to have bsen present
when an offering was made. The Canterbury and
American Revisers follow the same rule, and translate
the word kaphar by the Eaglish word ‘‘atonement.”

By the offering of the gacrifice, the shedding of blood,
there was 8 covering for sin, so that God and the sinner
counld be said to be reconriled to each other and stand in
their relation to esch other as though no sin had been

inational paper in the home. He said :

‘‘ The picture of such a home passes before me mow.
Its inmates were poor and lived 1 a section where they
must toil all through the seasons in order to provide
a livelihood., But, though all thus had to toil, from
the oldest to the youngest, and though the home in
which they lived was exceedingly humble, yet they held
converse with the men and movements of the great, wide
world. The parents turned every extrs dollar into good
literature for their children. They believed with Eras-
mus when he said: ‘I buy books first; after that, if I
have any money, I buy clothes’ They belleved with a
great theological teacher, who sald to his class : * Young
gentlemen, shirte are necessary, but books are indispen-
sable.’ And so into that home a cholce book came ae
often as it could be sfiurded, and several of the great

committed. It was neither intimated nor pr d that
sin could be remitted, or npullified, in any other way
than by the shpdding of bload, for *‘without the shedding
of blood there is no remission.’”” When, then, it becomes
evident that the Lord Jesus game to take thg place of the
sagrifices of the Oid Covenant, when it cou'd be said of
him : “Christ our passover ls sacrificed for us," then it
seemied evident that a reconciliation had been effected,
and that the thing accomplished was the same as that
accomp'ished when the animal sacrifices of the old order
were made. It was a recouciliation, an at-one-ment—a
bringing into friendship those who bad been, for a time,
estranged ; ‘‘the renewal of friendship [after dissgree.
ment, or enmity.’’

It is true that the word 4alallange is nsed but reldom,
ia the New Testament, and that then it is usually need
in the sense of reconcilia‘ion ; but the verb kalallasso,
derived from the nown kalallange, is nsed only sixtimes,
and in ope of these instances it is nsed to express the
reconciliation of an estranged wife and her husband.
In the other instances it is used to express the purpose
and work, the thing accomplished by the sacrifice of
himself which Christ made. In view of what is taught
by the use of many different words, in the New Testa-
ment, aud in view of the representation that the death of
Christ was the essential thing in the work of redemption,
or reconciliation, there seems to be no good reason why
the shorter Boglish word *‘atonement,’’ may not be used
instead of the lovger Latin word ‘‘ reconciliation,"”

The objection to the use of the word ‘4 "
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g papers came every week,

“Those papers and books silently brought their des-
tiny shaping power upon all that large family of child-
ren, and, alihough far removed from the scenes of the
world's great movements yet they thus became vitally
real to all thos: children and entered into thelr lvea,
And when they went furth to the work and warfare of
the world, all of them had beem won to Christ and do
joyfully walk in his blessed service to this day. Ts this
& mean or ordinary result? Nay, it is the sublimest re-
sult possiblein theé history of an earthly home. And
more thau all thiggs elve, the literature provided out of
a scant purse for those children, duriog the plastic
years of thel hood snd youth, shaped their charac-
ter and determined their dectiry, Oh, how cav parents
and teachersand preachers be oblivious to this transcend-
ently important matter of right literature ? Carclossness
here is worre thap being foollsh ; it is wicked ™

Commenting upon this, The Biblical Recorder well
says:

* There are thonsands of fathers who cam not send
their children to the highest schools; ten thousands who
can vot give thelr children the benefit of travel and con-
tact with men. But such is the favor of God, the time
is here when any one can bring the life of the race into
his home, and thos glve his chlldre n the benefit of en-
larging contact with the great world.

““This is the best done by a denominational psper, as
Mr. Truett besre witness. It winethechild to Min father’s
church and at the same time pives him the broadening
knowledge of the world,

“The man who negl such an ity robs his
ehug. robs his race and robe his Ged

seems to be in that there is connected with it the idea of
an offering, a sacrifice, because of which and by reason
of which the reconciliation is made. Those who do not
believe that the death of Christ was essential to the com-
pletion of his work of redemption prefer the word ‘‘re-
concilistion,’”” because it seems to them a less definite
and compelling word. ' Theologlana have used the word
with the idea of s sacrifice, namely, that of the Lard

oy

ppose George Truett’s father had shut papers out
of that heme? It would have been equal to murdering
the great man tht was in him and putting a little man
ln;i. stead. Wrata robbery it would bavebeen! What
a crime !

‘‘How many fathera will have to answer for robbery at
the, last day =e they are confronted by children whose
one fault was that they lacked s chb Imagine the
ﬂ:l of a father upon seeirg what his child might have

but for his decision sgainet taking a religious

paper.—Rx,




