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THE AFRICAN RACE IN AMERICA

The African race on this continent is
making progress which, considering all
the conditions, must be
spectsble. In view of the comparatively
brief period during which this people

regarded aa re

ave been in contact with civilization,
and their still recent emancipation from
slavery, we could not expect them as
yet to have reached & very high standard
Bpeaking in general terms, there is, no
doubt, among the negroes, s groat lack of
industry, foresight and economy. It is
doubtful indeed if the negro will ever
develop the hard-hesdedness and money
making qualities which so strongly
characterize the Anglo-Saxon. It is
perhaps not whoily desirable that he
should, but he may raske & good deal of

progress along that line yre passing

the point where pr and economy
cease to be virtues
° There is plenty of evidenoe that the

African race in America is not wanting
in capacity for inteliectual culture; Of
course a vast deal of ignorance still pre-

vails among them, hut in view of the
fact that in 1880 & million and a quarter
of the pegro childoen of the United
States were in schoal, it cannot be said

sople they are indifferent to

that as &

It does not seem improbable

ve coursh of & few decades the
illitarscy will not be
among the negroes than among
the whites. The educated African, as a
rule, appears to be ® very respectable
man. He is somewhat more fervid
and thetorical in speech.than his white
skinned brethren, and probably some
what less logioal in his ressoning ; but
in native wit, in power of thought and
expression, and in moral senee, we judge
he 'is little, if at all, inferior to the
white man with whom he has enjoyed
equal opportunity
No roe is more religioualy inclined
than. the African, the neégroes’ trust
in God is better 0 them than human
wisdom. It makes them patient un
der injustice and oppression. A peo
ple whichi prays and sings as the
negroes do wre not a people to brood re-

vengefully ovet real or funcied wrongs.
It has frequently been remarked that in

his daily life the colored brother is not
apt to illusteate so clearly as could be
desired the vital connection which
should exist between religion and mor
ality. There is not so much of the es-

sence of the ten commandmenta in his
religious life as we should like to see
His spiritual man appears not yet to
bhave won & yery secure masfery over
his carnal Nevertheless the
negro's fellowsbip with God, imperfect
as it may be, has been and is and will be
a grand lever 1o raise him to & higher

nature.

plane of life. According fo the late
census there are now. in the United
BStates 7,470,000 negroes, of whom 6 880 -
000 have their homes in the old slave
states. The number of church members
is given as 2,610,525, divided smong
different religious bodies as follows
Baptista, 1,280,000 ; Methodists, 1,186,000;
Roman ( 20,000; Presbyter
ians, 31,600 ; 31,000 ; Congre-
gationalists, 6,12 piscopalians, 4,900.
The total value of church property is set
down at $20,000000. The proportion of
church members t5 the population is
somewhat larger among the negroes
than among the white people of the
United States. During the last thirty

years the proportion of increase in some

wed churches has been very

rus, in the Methodist body the
gain within this period is stated to be
331 p while among the Baptists
it has been still larger, amounting to
100 per cent. In estimating the religious
character of a poople, regard must of
course he had to quality as well as num-
bers, and the piety of the average
colored church member of the South, it
is to be feared, is not all that could be
His ethical standand is not
high, sod more or less of superstition
still mingles in bis religion. Buot the
advantage of the white charch member
over his colored Lrother in this respect
may be more apparent than real. The
latter is more rude snd sensusl in his
manner of life and constqnently in his
teangressions of moral law. No donbt
the white brother is more respectable
from & worldly point of view, but

¢ cent.,

desired,

| hould be appointed, and that, being sp-
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man s snother question. There are
more ways of breaking the eighth com-

hd than by ephith visits
to & neighbor's hen roost or melon
patch, Nefther the white man nor the
black 'me soything to bosst of in the
matter of his refigious conduct. At
| the same time the hope for either race
fa in the moulding and controlling
power of migiun

TBAIK!GIVWO DAY

I'omorrow, Thumday, is -the ‘day
which bas been named by the govern-
ment of our country as s day of general
thanksgiving to God for the blessing re-
ceived from hesven during the year. It
is well, in our opinfon, that such & day

pointed, it should be generally and de-
voutly observed. If there is anything
in which the people of all religious faiths
might fittingly and cordially unite, it is
in renderiog public thanks to Almighty
God in view of our national mercies.
I'nene mercies are surely not few or far
w seek, and they call for devout and
hearty recognition in the name of God.

1{ we turn Lo'the history of our country
and of the race to_which we belong, we
L fail to find much to inspire
thanksgiving, both in that which we
have received and in that from which
It has been
given us to form & part of the British
people and the British Empire, & people
and an empire upon which the blessings
have b d id no

cAn

we have been preserved.

of heaven been

sins and shortoomings which oall for
humilistion, repentance and reform.
These also may find fitting mention in &
thanksgiving sesvice. We ard glad to
observe, as we think, s growing disposi-
tion to observe Thanksgiving Day re-
ligiously. In our opinion pastors will
do well to make mugh of the oppor-
tunity which the day affords, by calling
their congregations together -and laying
themselves out to the full measure of
their ability, to present high themes
connected with the nation’s relation to
God and the duties of Christian citisen-
ship, seeking to give such direction to
the thoughts snd aims of all as shall
inspire them with larger and loftier as-
pirations as citizens of & nation which

vention of the SBouthern Baptists to theix
Btate and said that he
would be heartily in favor of a similar
plan for the Baptists of the Dominion.

On the question being called, Rev, W.

H. Warzen, of Backville, said he lalnhnt
the situation was an emb

since, through the unfortunate (Aunre o!
the committee to send out the circulars
to the churches, the present meeting
did not represent the churches to whose
delegates the resolutions now before the
meeting were to have been submitted,
and he thought that the present meeting
should not be called to vote upon the
motion to adopt those resclutions.

After a number of remarks and ques-
tions asto why some churches had receiv-

THE BRUSSELS STREET MEETING.

In accordance with a notice given in
the MesseNoER AND Visiror of Oct. 19,
s meeting was held in Brussels street
church, 8t. John, Thursday evening,
November 8, for the purpose of con-
sidering the proposal for a separate con-
vention for the province of New Bruns-
wick. The ing was ized with

‘erishes 80 great ries and ex- | ed circul
pecmmgrmd a destiny.
GRS AR ent out ci

and others had not, and the
explanation from Mr. Hall that he had

to all the churches on |.4

Highest of all jn Leavening Power.— Latest U. S. Gov't Report.

Aunuity Fund
The Board of tho fini Annuity

tor. That our churches in this b;;u—t.i'-
{ul and wealthy valley should be so

Fund has decided not to ask the
churches for a collection this year.. En-

his list, which was that of the Western
Associstion, Rev. Mr. Mclntyre, vh.h
the leave of his d: ithd:

and also means to meet the
yearly grants to the snnuitants are very
much needed. The Board has, therefore,

motion and substituted for it a NBOlﬂ'
tion to the effect that the circular should
be again sent to the churches with: the

lved to send subscription books to
the clerks of the churches with the
earnest request that they be thoroughly

request that the churches would sppoint
del tos ing to ble the

irculated through the churches and
congregations, and as large an amount

fourth Wednesday in May, 1803, for a

Rev A. B. MeDonald as moderator and

. W. E. Mcintyre as secretary. It
was exphined by Mr. M. 8. Hall, of
Fredericton, to whom the sending out of
circulars bad been entrusted, that, owing
to some misunderstanding in the mat-
t.er there had been a failure to send the

stinted messure. To Britain his been
given great wealth and wide dominion,
which is respected by all
earth. We are the
iuberitors of rights and liberties, civil
snd religious, which are of priceless
value and for which our British fathers
shed their blood. These are onr daily
biessings, 8o common and so familiar
that as we enjoy them we scarcely pause
o think whencethey came or what they
Yet they are the gift of heaven
apd priceless to us as our vital breath.

There will be differences of opinion
among our readers as to the wisdom in
policy and the righteousness in admin-
istration of the government which at
present guides the political affairs of
Canada, but none fail to recognize the
excellence of the form of government
and the political institutions which the
vountry enjoys. Nowhere are life and
property more secure ; nowhere.do men
enjoy more generous measures of civil
and religious liberty. Men often leave
Oanada becsuse elsewhere, as they be-
lieve, the means for earning a living or
gathering wealth . are better than at
bhome ; but no intelligent Canadian turns
his back upon his native land because
under another flag he hopes to find a bet-
ter form of government or a larger
mensure of freedom,

This year, ns all its predecessors, has
brought much in the way of material

and & name
the nations of the

oont

good, for which the gratitude of the
people should not fail oFpublic expres-
sion. _In respect to trade and industry

it is true that the country is not alto-
gether on the crest of the ‘'wave. There
bas been, during the year, especially in
some sections, depression in business
with complaints of hard times, and the
stream of emigration which constantly,
in this part of the 1 inion, drains the

L to all the church Bince,
owing to the failure of many churches to
receive circulars some of the breth

fall dderation of all the issues in-
volved. The resolution was seconded by
Rev. Geo. Howard.

Rev. Mr. Warren, in speaking to the
resolution, said that, though neither
of Nova Sootis or New Brunswick by
birth, he felt that as the pastor
of theoldest church in this province—or
for that matter, in the Dominion—he
might fairly consider himself identified

present had come as delegates from their
churches, while others were present
on their own responsibility, it was
agreed that all present who were mem-
bers of Baptist churches in New Bruns-
wick should have the right to speak and
vote on matters that might come before
the meeting, and any members of
churcheés present from other provinces
were invited to seats. Besides some 35

r 40 brethren from different parts of the

province and the city, there were present
from Nova Sootia Professor Keirstead, of
Acadia College, and Rev. A. Cohoon, of
Wolfville. A number of others, who tsok
0o part in the meeting, dropped in during
the evening. Prof. Keirstead, in thanking
the brethren for their invitation to sit
in conference with them, said he had
neither been invited to come nor had
he been sent, but was present on his
own responsibility because of the in-
terest which he felt in the churches .of
the province and in the matters which
were to be discussed.

The secretary read the minutes of a
meeting held in the same place Oct.
11, at which certain rsolutlona vem

with New B: ick’s interests. But
he had never felt more inclined than at
present to drop out of sight all provin-
cial distinctions. He had been in active
service in different departments of the
denominational work, and he was at
present especially interested in the
home mission work in ‘this province.
There may have been mistakes in the
management of the work, but mistak

as possible raised for this pressing object.
There must b & good many men snd
women in the churches and congrega-
tions who will think it a great pleasure
to give something to help the peedy
ministers and their families. Will the
pastors and deacons take the matter in
hand, and select the proper persons to
circulste the little booka for subscribers’
names? If payment cannot be made at
once, the clerks of the churches will
kindly keep the books till the whole
amount is paid before sending the sub-
scription books and the amounts paid to
the treasurer.

Were I to give the names of the ex-
cellent brethren who have been worn out
in the service, and the devoted widows
and their little ones, all of whom receive
their hulf-yearly allowance with great
thankfulness, although it is small, I feel

could be rectified. ‘The H. M. Board
was doing & good work. Most gratifying
results had attended its work in West-
morland county. In his opinion New
Brunswick had been greatly benefited
in the matter of home missions through
its connection with the Conventien,
the money and labor expended be-
ing much greater’ on account of
that connection. He, and the church
which he represented, were proud of the

Maritime Convention and greatly valued

their connection with that body. He
believed that to separate from the pre-
sent Convention would be » great mis-
take and held that it was not desirable
that the circular calling a meeting in
‘Mny should be sent out to the churches.
i Rev. Wm. MoGregor thought that if

adopted, fi
and making pmvhlcm for cllhng the
present meeting. Mclntyre also
stated that it was well .kmnm that some
of the brethren had had the idea of a
separate Convention in mind for some
time, and there was a general feeling
throughout the province in favor of the
movement. He expressed regret that
through the failure to get the circulars
sent out to all the churshes, the delega-
tion present from the churches was
much smaller than had been expected.
The desire was to have a full and open
di jon of all theissues involved and

country of so much of its bone and
sinow, does not uppesr to have slackened
in its volume. 8till there is abundant
room for thanksgiving, for if the coun-
try is not enjoying so abundant a meas-
ure of prosperity as we could desire; the
year is far from marking a perlod of
disaster and scarcity. Notwith

to have the matter settled in a manner
satisfactory to all. The moderator also
explained that the object of the meeting
was for a full discussion of all the
issues ifivolved in the proposal for a sep-
arate Convention.

Letters favoring the movement for &

some measure of failure in limited areas
and in certain cropy, the harvest has
been abundant. The labor of the hus-
bandman has been blessed and fair re-
turns have resulted from the labors
expended in other departments of the
country’s industry. There is abund

C ion were read by M. 8.

Hall and the secretary, from Revs. 8.
D. Ervine, W. B, Hinson, 1. B. Colwell,
W. Camp, J. D. Wetmore, Jas. A. Porter;
Des. Elkin,, of Grand Lake church, and
B. Phelan, of P.E.Island. Rev. 8.
W. Keirstead gave permission touse his

the ng was not sufficiently repre-
sentative to say that there should be &
séparate Convention, it was not suffi-
ciently representative to say that such
s Converition should not be. The ques-
tion is one which should receive more

id; and ally more
prayer. It might be that the feeling be-
tween the provinces was such that the

could not be'realized.

At this point & question of order arose
as to the scope of the resolution before
the meeting. It was held by a number
of the brethren that action upon the
motion to send out to the churches a
circulas ining & calltos ing
dinvolved the right to consider why this
circular should or should not be sent,
and that again involved the right to dis-
cuss the circular upon its merits. If
this meeting could not so discuss the
circular, it was contended that it should
not be asked to give such endorsement
tothe circular as was implied in send-
ing it to the churches, but it should be

sent out, if at all, on the motion and re-
nponlibility of those who had previously

of grain in the land. = Never before, per-
haps, in its Wistory, could a barrel of
flour of so good quality be purchased
for so little money. There is enough to
feed all the people and to spare. No
doutt, even in our “broad land of grain,”
there is want and suffering, but the
means of living are moré evenly dis-
tributed here thanin most other coun-
tries ’

There are other blessings too. We are
at pesce with all the world and tran-
uility prevails within our borders.
These great blessings are so common
and 80 constant with us that they come
to scem to ‘us a8 the vital air or the
sunshine—conditions of .our existence
upon the earth. But pesace is heaven's
priceless gilt to us, and if the good hand
of God should be withdrawn, how soon
might onr happy land become a scene
of war and desolation.

No pestilence has entered onr country
during the year; but in one of its most
dreadful formis it has crossed the sea,
sud, like » horrid spectre, has stood
upon our borders, while we gazed upon
its hideons features with no unnatural
alarm. Sarely, il for no other reason,
the people of Canadu would do well to
assemble in their churches on Thursday
to render hearty thanks to God that the
Gountry has been preserved from so
terrible a visitation and to pray that thé™
same gracious protection may be vouch-
safed for the yoars to come

Along with natibnal metcies whlch

name in with circular, pro-
vided if did not bind him to any line of
action. ¥

Rev. W. E. McIntyre moved, ded

ken that work. On the other

hand it was held that the motion before

the meeting was virtually simply a

moﬁun to postpone discussion of the
ined in the

by M. 8. Hall, the adoption of the reso-
lutions contained in the circular. Mr.
Mclntyre supporied this motion in a
speech of some length. He contended
that the proposed movement was in har-
mony wih the line of action pursued in
these provinces in the past, since the
time when one Baptist associstion
covered the whole of the Maritime
Provinces, and also in harmony with
the policy that obtains among the Bap-
tists in the United Btates, as seen in
their State Conventions. He argued
that the people of each province were

until & meeting to be called for the
fourth Wednesday in May, and that,
socordingly, the circular could not be
discussed on its merits under the motion
before the present meeting.

Rev. C. W. Williams, having risen to
discuss the question of & separate Con-
vention as outlined in the circular, the
moderator ruled that such discussion
was not in order under the motion before
the meeting. Finally Mr. Williams
moved an amendment to the motion in
substance as l’ullmu “That since,
owing to id in

benefits which should arise from unign

sure every ber of every Baptist
church and congregation would feel con-
strained to contribute something to help
brethren and sisters so worthy.

Will all the pastoes, the deacons and
the church clerks take this matter in
hand and make it a grand success ? The
names and smounts will all be puwhed
in.the MEessENGER AND VIBITOR a8 re-
ceipts that the money has been réceived.
Money is wanted by the first of the year
to pay the amounts pledged to the
claimants whose wants are urgent.

Will the pastors please commend the
object from their pulpits, so as to make
the matter of getting subscriptions easy
for those who undertake the duty ?

I make & special request that each
collector enter his name in the book,
and I will acknowledge with thanks the
amount each one secures. Let us have
& subscription worthy of the object and
of the churches of the Convention.

By order and on behalf of the board,

E. M. Baunpers, Treas.

Halifax, N. 8.

<o

Notes by the Way.

A very pleasant cvening was spent
with Rev. B. N, Nobles and. his congre-
gation in their new house at Marysville,
The converting power of the Holy
Spirit ia being manifested, here. The
united labors of the pastor snd the Rev.
W. J. Btewart in special servicss have re-
sulted in the conversion of many. This
union of pastors in special services has,
in the past, been productive of much
good to our churches. May it not be
well to continue work in this way ! To
this people in the receptive mood it was
a delight to preach the Gospel. There
are daily being added unto them s
are being saved. This new interest
the church at Gibson, under the faithful
and wise pastorate of Bro. Nobles, are
bright spots in our Zions of this county
of York.

A Sabbath spent at Millville—a small
village on the Gibson and Woodstock
railroad—gave an opportunity to preach
with some hdpe of usefulness. ' This is &
part of the large field nowbeing served
by Bro. 8. C. Shaw, lic., under the direc-
tion of our Home Mission Board. It is
8 pleasure to learn thit he is giving very

3 indi the gy
immediate change,

On the Canterbury field, including
Eel River, Dow Settlement, Canterbury
Station and Benton, Bro. H. 8. Shaw
(lic.) is laboring under the direction of
our Home Mission Board and doing &
good work. Continuous, faithful and
intelligent pastoral culture and over-
sight is just what is needed by all our
ohurches, and with this: will they be
strong and flourishing.

In the enterprise and énergy of the
border town of 8t. Stephen the Baptist
church has taken Iarge stock. Thelr
house of worship, with well-arranged
and beautiful rooms for Sunday-school
work and social services, and an adjoin-
ing pamonage, in whi¢h a comfortable
home is provided for the pastor, speak
of the devotion and purpose of this
church and their worthy pastor. The
history and present status of their SBun-
day-school shows that theirs is not &
fruitless toil. From their records in
their school-room we learn that this
school waa organized on the 15th of
August, 1869, with eight teschers and
thirty-nine scholars, under the pastoral
care of Rev. J. E. Hopper. It now
flourishes under the pastorate of Rev.
W. 0. Goucher, with twenty-one officers
and teachers and an attendance of one
hundred and sixty scholars. The record-
ing angel has doubtless had much to write
of the toils, trials, failures and successes
of this work and the workers, but we
may always know that our labor is not
in vain in the Lord. J.H.8.

The Campbellton Church.

The following from & letter from the
clerk of the Campbellton church was
not intended for publication, but as it
seems to me likely to do good, I venture
to publish it :

DENOHINATIONAL

Arcapia, Yarmouth Co.,
voung ladies were btnuud
River, on Sunday, Oct. 30,
Josiar
Guyssoro, N. SwTLThhe w%
Lord h i:rnmg us.
has ul the su
full time—a step whi
to have been taken msny ]
We have organized the you!
into the B Union, with
cations of large spiritual grom

BroouriELp.—God by His
still mo on the hm 0( 1
in this In ol
Master's command four n
baptized on the 30th ult. ; otk
forward next Loxd's Dny
fifteen have been added to ou
mo:ll. of thmm °fdnnrxll
night Bro. 01
ma-lgewu clear and plain.
blessed it to each of our hear
close of meeting quite a numb

pra) Bro. Thomss
I.{uamd humdmd

service.

KinascLEAR, York County.
still holding the fort, and &
still with us and helping us k
the powers of darkness.
down to the church uﬂpﬂuﬂ
County, and spent a few dlyl
in ¥ uug around
them on two Babbaths. Th
of the Lord was with us, and
son to believe '.hl'. the peo)
were helped and that m
apiritual strength. I pra;
may bless the eﬂorﬁ put f(
unworthy servant and bring f
from his visit among those
that are pastorless. I wish tc
have resigned my charge here
clear and am free to acoept
any other fleld desiring to ha

i;el that there is & work
some other part of the Ma
yard. Any wishing to corres
me will address H.D.'

Kingsclear, Yo

SackviLLE—The work of t
goes forward steadily and har
Whilst we could wish for
mnmfuw.ion of spiritual 1
Anmmunit generally, we a
by the faithfulness and activi
who have always bad the
thechurch at heart. Pastor |
been lecturing in the various
his field on the “History of
ville Baptist church,” md
have been much interested ir
of the oldest Baptist church
North America. The lectu

prlnwd in phlet form, s

DEAR Bm ,~Referring to previous
e mu in
informing you that the result of our en-
quiries in reference to oul Bro. Sables

hue been so favorable that & unanimous
oall has been ulmdcdwhln wbeoome

our pastor. He has
and will likely proceed to aldohumh
sometime during the first of November
to be ordained. He is very much liked
by our people on all sections of the field.
ou are aware that Bro.
Hia' departure

are totally clear of debt.
lnthh'nreulh an enviable one, and I
hope I v:‘mou znhdul when
1 tell you ours before stated,
we are clear of doM our insurance on
the church is pald up to October, 1696
1 as treasurer lnve in hand nenrxy

towards our A
'l m e Lord.
le work on our part
perbaps some sacrifice ; but I be-
lleve thh quite as as worship,
10 & certain extent. © .tul oarry out
our first rmol‘nd ve to from tea-

ing of the peoph I have already writ-
ten too much, and will close with the
request that you remember us always at
the throne

H H, Bn’y Clerk,

ised by Rev. I. Wallace, general mission-
ary of the Home Mission Board, in 1885.
The Bosrd had for some time been
watching for the opportunity to begin
work there, and when Bro. Wallace was
sent they believed the time had come.
The result was beyond the expectation.
Four stations were opened up, and s
church of 84 members gathered. For-
tunately for the little church, Rev. W.
C. Vincent was secured as pastor. In

much more deeply i d in the
churches and the Home Mission work
of their own province than they could
‘be in those of the other provinces, and
therefore in order to draw -out their
energies on bebalt of Home Mission
work, i along pr ial lines

jon with the mailing of cirou-
laxs, the present gathering is not & repre-
mentative one, it is deemed unwise that
at this ing any action wh
should be taken.” On being put to the
moedng seventeen’voted in favor of the

was necessary. Referring to the edu-
cational interests, the speaker held that,
while Acadis College should receive the
undivided support of the churches of
the three provinoces, a separate Conven-
tion wu needed for the management of
ducation, which was 1

s provincial interest. The U. B. Semi-
nary required the support of a New
Brunswick Convention. The i
Annuity Fand likewise, he

could be succomfully managed- only on
the same plan. Bro. Mclntyre also ex-

whethex. be is reslly a more godly

call for kagiviog, there are nati

and the same number
against. The amendment was then
negatived by the oasting vote of the
moderator. On the motion—
calling a meeting in May—being put to
the meeting seventeen appeared in favor
of it and fifleen against it.

After & prayer by Prof. Keirstead, in
which the divine blessing and guidance
were earncstly inoplored and the inter-
enty of the churches were tenderly and

i The Campbellton church was organ-*

will be sent for pul
v.Ee MESSENGER AND VISITOR
look smong us continues to
ing.. Our '{mn‘ people’s uni
its way with muoh zeal, and
groe of success has been enj
curing the varety and ast
which are s0 necessary to I
terest and promote the social
ual welfare of the young foll
M. A. B, is also-carrying on it
useful work in devel(:‘:in‘ 'y
spirit in the church.

Porr (é:n;x.—l‘m:; fw(l}; i
glorions day for the little
in this place. Smnz
20th) we held a ury inter
refreshing conference, in wh
number took part. On Bunds
at 9,80 quite & lngo nnmbul
new sanctuary to prepare
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