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OUR FOREIGS WisssioN.

The statesnemt of Bro. Jobn Marnch,
Tomposse 1 of the Forvign Miss.ou Boand,
of mumeys raooived simoe last August,
i mot s shesring one.  Of courve thers

has loon woney contributed to Foreygm |

Missions through the Couvention Fufd,

which hae not yot reached the Treasurer; |
but even though this were added, we |

fonr the mmownt from the churches
woul not be large. There is one item |
of the statrment, bowever, which is very
ernditabile ; we refer tothe contributions
of the W.B. M. U. Whie our belief
grows stponger thet it would be more
Neriptucal and wore stimalstive to the
whale memberdbip of our echurches,
were skl our sisters to do their work for
muissions i the church, as church mem
bass, rather then in their own Aids as
mesmbers of these societics, we shiould be
«hurdish, indeed, did we pot recognize
their sarnest work and commend their
aral

We wish 10 speak & few garnest worde
to the brethren and
whusches. It is 100 late in the ages to
doubt whether our chiurebes and church
members shoul!l agsist in the great
fovmign wission movement which is sepd
ing the outgosts of the Lord’s army
among slmost sll peoples sud tongues.
We all are addressed by our Lord in the
$rest comumission; we all have our part
w do. Nome 1 the great
prvilege, none are excused from the
divpe du'y of sending the glad tidings
ofbape and salvetion to thes countless
wyviads who deserve them as much as
we. It would be strapge, indee:1, should
tood pelomse us from sll obligation in a
wark »o vast, in neods «o desperate. To
in the presence of the great
wod aid the terrible fate impeading,
wauld be 10 cultivate o heartlessness so

sisters of our

are de

dr this

v

carelons, su insensibility so callous, a
bardness so rocky that it might well be |

» part of the training of devils rather | away their goods -in 1844, because

than of saints. No, beloved : we must |
apen our ears 1o th
which comes to us from over land and
w0, in very self-defonce, lest this cry left
unhooded shall kill out all pity
couspession from souls. In

post, when litthe was known of the sorrow
wds of heathvado

vaid

and
rar times

g m —when little

- sbout their need and their

cluigue, men nught bave little interestin |
the work of the Lord beyond their
weighborkood, snd not do violence to all
that was poblest apd mwost Christian like

own

i thels bearts ; but for mwen now to de
wothing when kunowledge s walking to
and fro'in the earth, and the condition

and sluios of the willions of heathen lom
sre trnmpeted sbrosd, is to

divisest iupulses of th

kill out th

nature an |

shrivel the soul into » loveloss deform

My 1 owe beliove that the heathen are

st witlsut the Gaspel, if we bolieve all

thet the Seripture seys sbout :

bose of the soul involy f we belidy
s Lovd whe bas diod for lenires
sdate (e . e which abe

our wa'vation  possible in seeking 1o
’ v a0 the end the varth
fron thenldom of sin, then, surely
s groal foreign mission et se shall
mot went for funds, when, 6 supply
thems, would not meed any great or gor
el sifdenisl Do we not helieve o
thia, bnnthron, aod wore 7 Shall we o
Shen bewtir smrenives sl come to the
Bedp of our forvign uision U casiry

I, then, there can by nodoubt that ou
cmumand, our owp ity and com
paasion, e own bighost gromtd in grace
with the spgpeal fiomn 4 heathon
workd 40 prongt us to do something-a
grent doalfor Foreign Missions, is the

thet our own mission
clais our sympathy sod practiesl sup
port? 1t was not begun bastily ; there
was much sarnest prayer. Men like Dr
Cramy sod Dr Tupper among the
hevides the soores and bundreds among |
thee living, gave to it their sympathies,
prayers and toils. Were they all in vain
and were they aitogether misled 7
trwe that there have been troubles
they bave v1ver beset the maugurstion of

Laaed

camuban

&y dowta now

dead,

It is |
bat

mbssione. It may be there bave been
mistakes ; for who are infallible ; but |
even though this be true, there have

beon many enterprise. which lny
through s perfect
mistakes to the most triumphant and |
benaficent ~goovss teaches |
His people bow to scure

lowing them to o, Th
method. Xewther should our

gone
}

God often

suoorss by al

us hoosuse the abundant blessing in -oul
saving for which we have boped ..mi‘
proyed still  tarries Oty missions

wihich are now rejoicing v a ool tide of § brought to bear upon the governmentof

Blessing, have bad to endure o
and more trying testing of laith and pa

longer

Sence. Faithful labor has been ‘done
and & being doce. Gool. firm fonuda
Sions & beng Jaid.  The rock of false |

faith is being snciten. Surely all this
fahor shall mot fail in its erorn of ahun

|

|

Aant bLieesing and saving power. The !
°

cry of the perishing | gl churches.

[ bogin, in

sea of troubles and | to itself the power to veto the acts of

| be necessary.
in His usual | the extréme cases in which this power of
arts fall | disallowance ought to be interposed, we

rock will surely crumble. Ruh-l‘ﬁo
| delay and the difioulty but lead us to
lay hold upon the arm of God with a
firmer fiith, and be move instant in
prayer, ss well as more devoted in giv
ing. I then we must give to missions,
and our own has the first and direct
rldn upon us through the ehaping of

es and the condit of our
prosent efforts, let us awake and do our
part like men and women of God. Let
sl who have anything to do with lead
ing ehurches in the work of securing
funds for owr desiominationnl work
press on the collections for Convention
Fand, so that sll our treasuries may be

replenishod
-

SEVENTH DAY A

A brother writes from French Village,
Halifax, N. 8., referring to the evil work
of the Seventh Day Adventists in one
section of the 8t. Margaret's Bay church.
e advises all who want to know the
true history of this sect to write to Rev.
A. M. Canright, Otsego, Michigan, for his
book, “Seventh Dq Adventism Re-
nounced.” This bmt)ﬂ'r was teacher of
theology ¢ their college at Battle Ureek,
was associate editor of their paper, was
writer of their Sabbath-school lessons and
was in nine of the principal committees
at the last genernl conference of their
body he attended. Tle gave up ull these
because he felt he“could no longer en
dorse their teachings, and was admitted
into the Baptist ministry, when he be-
cime pastor of & weak church in the vil
lage where he resided. In this work,
stating  hi-
Heventh Day
exhibit of the errors of this small body.
Among the

ENTISTS,

reasons for  renouncing

Adventism, hie gives a clear

MINTAKES
the

they bave made in the follow.
ing are mentioned

1. They set the time for the end of the
world in 1843, and failed. 2. They setit
szain in 844, and failed. 3. Elder
White, the leader of the Seventh Day
Adventists, set 1845 for the end and
failed again. 4. They héld in 1844 that
the earth was the sanctuary, another
mistake, as they admit now. 5. Theyall

| held for some time alter 1844 that pro

{ bation for -mm-n was ended—a fearful
For ten years Seventh Day
,\d\'(-mlsln lu-,-;un the Sabbath at 6 p.m,

tamn ‘nnu cl M hn lhn l(ln‘ o(
France, before thc was conquered by
Gireat Britain, and that they are still en
titled to the income from these ostates.
How much right they have to these re
venues through this olaim can be seen
from the following : First, the ownership
of thess estates by the Jesuits was not
recognised by the King of Franee at the
ol the conquest ; bt they were
Lolding them by tolerance. Second, at
the the Jesuits
were prescribed in the Britigh reslm, and
Third, these
estates were formally escheated to the
British crown, and were subsequently
handed over to Quebee to be used for
educational purposes.  Fourth, ten years
after the conquest, the Pope himself
suppressed the Jesuits altogether; but
with the consistency of the infallible
church of Rome, the order was resusci
tated forty years later. Fifth, even now,
in order that the Jesuits may hold prop
erty in Quebec, they bave to be incorpor.
ated, which act of incorporation is op-
posed by Archbishop Tascherean, the
highest Romish official in Quebee.

The Josuits, then, are granted £400,000
because of a claim which the King of
France himself denied to exist, which
wis disallowed by the British crown,
which was set aside by the action of the
Pope their master, and in reference to
which new legislation must be had before
they can grasp the great bribe, legisli-
tion, alsowhich the representative of the
Fope does not favor. This claim, then,
discredited in so many ways, shown to
be utterly without foundation, rejected
for about one hundred years, has now
been made the justification of an endow-
ment of $400,000 to the Papacy in Que-
bee,

Nor is this all;

time

time of the conquest,

could not hold property

in passing this bill the.
government of Quebec has to set
the act of imperial government
which appropriated the revenucs from

aside
these estates for
purposes ; this splendid sum of $400,000
granted ostensibly to satisfy the just
clnim of the Jesuits, is placed at the
disposal of the Pope to appropriate as
he saw fit. In this way the government
of Quebec has virtually said, we refuse to
admit the right of the British govern-

general _educational

instead of at sunset as now, tihnix they
broke the Sablath every week. 7. They |
kept their children out of mh(m] for |
years, because time was so short they
| would peed no education ; those 1
now have grand clitldren. =

woulil not need them after that. 9. T
would not vote, for that was lke m-.\
Now they vote freely.
10. They held that it was wrong to' take
a church name, for that was Babylon.
Now they have s name. 11. Church or
ganization wax wrong, for that was like }
Babylon. Now they organize. 12, For |
years they said it was denying their faith
to set out trees, for they would never
grow 1o bear fruit. 13, Led by a revela
| tion fiom Mrs. White, the <isters put on
the short dress with pants. None ul
thew wear it now. 14. For thirt
they would not take vp any colle mn'
on the Sghbath. Now they do it every

week. 15, For fifty years they hlu'
been expecting the end of the world

come inside of five yéars, and it has ndt
come yet. They say that the Israclites
were just as badly disappointed when they |
failed to reach Canasn imime but

intely

bad  to wander in the wilderness forty
vears ; but Mo 'Im“]{ told thew right
u the beginning, that they must wander

there forty years. Nuis. 14 ey
say Jonah was disappoiuted bec
Nineval  did not fall preachied
Dt the whole eity repented and ol
forgave them. Jonubi 3: 10, The world |
didd not repent at I ing: but

1
They say the disciples were
the denth of

ribiculed it

also  disappointed st
Christ,  Yew, but Christ had told them |
plae ver and over that be- must die
then he rebuked them for their Llind
ness in not believing him.  Luke 24: 25,
Ko none of thess cases are at afl |
L- the Advent failure of 1844, The
are only sampleét out- of numerous m

takes the Adventiste have made | and
this - they have done with an IHl’vllA' B
prophetess right at their head for forty
yeams. . These simple. undeniubly
alone should L& enough to oper
es of ull to see that the
not led them in their fanatical work
The brother who writes to us about
he #hove, wishes to give &
WARNING
to our prople. A is usual with those\
who wish to spredd opposing  views Y

wmong the membership of a ehiurch,

these AdPentists are very gentle at first; |
saying little
peeuliar ideas ;
the

or nothing about their own |
but as soon as they have |
cars of the they |
public and from house to

pained people,

disruptive teachings.

- |
THE JESUITS® BILL.

We

Observer

with
" in his note on this subject.

are unable fully to agree

(hv Dominion Government has reserved
the Provincial Legislature, assuming that

casex might arise when its exercise might
Whether this is one of

“i0 pot purpose to discuss; what we do
hold is that the utmost pressure of gen-
ral public and moral sentiment shouid be

Quebec to induce them to reconsider
their obnoxions measure, or to test the
legality of the action in the highest court
of the realm.

Be it remembered that these 400,000
are not granted the Jesuits as a gift, but
midation of & claim. The clainy of
lhv Jesuits is that they had reccived cer- |

’].nn(‘xpll-u of British law; and would be

mént to determine how the property
which belonged to the British
crown is to be used, and gives the dis-
the Holiness.
This means, as far as it goes,that the gov
popi-h
rule. It is well
Archbishop

once

yosal of matter to his

ermment of Quebec is under
| 1ather British
known the

| takes his seat alongeide of the represen

than
that Romish
tative of the British Crown at the open
the - Quebec
equally well known that Mercier does
not venture to pass & measure until it
| has had the assent of the representative
of the Pope; but this action puts the
the Queen. We are ho
lawyer; but we believe if there were any
way to place this Jesuits’' Bill before the

ing of parliament ; it is

above

| Pope

The matter of pmbumk!t interest to
the British public, this week, is the utter
collapse of the Times' case against Par
nell.  As stated in our review last week,
the whole case of the Times depended
on the testimony of Pigott, which had
utterly broken down, On Monday, when
the  Commission again the
startling fact was announced that Pigott
had formally confessed to Labouchere
and Augustus Sala, that he had forged the
soonlled Parnell letters, and that he had |
This,

ond of the Times onne,

assembled,

disappeared of course, was the
50 far ws the let
The

eral, who aots as counsel for

Attorney Gen
the

wished all further inquiry into the facts |
underlay the to
But the eounsel for Pamell desires

tors were cononrned
Times, |
At

which Timed

conse |
the most searching mvestigation. Par
nell was oalled to the withess stand and
denied on oath the authorship of the let
ters, and other parties implicated: did
the same. There
the Times but to withdraw ite charges
and apologize. Instead, however, of pur-
suing & course showing sorrow for the
vilest slander upon the innocent, the
counsel for the Times is going on with his
weary work of reading everything from
the Nationalist papers to cast suspicion
upon, and arouse prejudice against the
Parnellites. However, the Times can
never regain its old position of leadership
of the British press. [t has courted im-
position in the most transparent way, in
erder to fix a stigma upon those it hated
and & eause it disliked. Its thunders,
horeafter, will be without lightning. The
government which has backed up the
Times should also receive its full share
of the obliquy which the whole course of
action, in this case, so richly deserves.
The statement of the Standard, Salis-
bury’s organ, that Parnell is to blame
for it all, because he did not enter action
long ago, is cool, when it is considered
how hard it is for one man to contest a
case against a corporation like that of
the the
ack. - Parnell’s heroic self-possession
and great patience during all the time
he has been lying under these false and
terrible charges, is now the admiration

was no recourse left

Times, with government at its

of all who sre not too bin lly prejudiced |
to be able to <ee clearly. |

Just as the public mind was settling
down, the news comes that Pigott had

committed suicide at Madrid, to escape |

being extradited and baving to stand |

trial in England. This is tobe regretted, |
as it will prevent the investigation of the \
bottom facts of the whole case.

The delate on Morley's amendment to |
the Queen's speech has been concluded. |
(Gladstone gave one of his great speeches.

Parnell received a perfect ovation from

the when he arose to speak.

Both be und Gladstone repudiated the |
iden that the repressive measures of the

to be credited with

Liberals,

government were
the decrease of crime in Ireland.

Ivish leaders |

court of Great Britain, it would
nd subversive of some of the first

be

set aside |

If this grant of $400,000 to the Jesuits |
was to liquidate o just claim, why did
the government associate with it the |

grant of $50,000 to the Protestants of

Qaelec Ou this supposition why do
Why should

becaus

not the Catholios protest ?
Protestants anything
the

of which

receive
Komanists | ave received their rights
they
The truth is that Morcier saw |
7 the §400,000 as

have so long been de
frauded ?
the absurdity of granting

v Diquidation of & claim, and 10 seeks to
get Protestants to admit the gruot to |
the Pope by & bribe to themsely |
Finally, if & claim like this must be
granted asa legal right, what is to Le the |
end of it Every Romish wiry in
Eyrope has confiscated the wstates of
the Jesuits | are they to be returned? |
fivent Dritain confiscated the monast i
tates of Rome in the time of Hlenry
VT are these all to go baek to Rome?

he King of Franée himself wax no more |
disqualified for holding lands in Great

Britain at the time of the Conguest than
wore the Jesuita; are all the Ctown
{ lands of France, at that time, to by

landed back, and Quebee become &
French dependency? Why not, ify the
old claims based upon a disputed title |
from France, are to be admitted 7

It is no wonder that the heart 8 Pro’
testant Canada is stirred. The agitation

| is widening and the indignation is deep
| house, most industriously, to sow .their | 8 & ¥

ening. Itis to be hoped that such nn‘
avalanche of public opinion will roll in

on Quebec as shall lead to recensiders

tion, or, at least be a warning against the
repetition of such a robbery of public
funds in the interest of the subjects of a |
foreign power. It is also to be hoped
that there may be some way to test the
legality of an act which strikes at the |
foundation of s» much of property rights,
in the highest court of the realm. lLet
the agitation, if it continue, be calm, in-
telligent, and’consolidated around some
single aim or line of conduct. Above all,
let it be kept out of the mire of party
politics. i

- -

AcKNOW LEDGMENT FrOoM Barrist Book
toox.—Through the kindness of some
unknown brother, we are yeceiving week-
ly The Berwick News. Fiom Rev. W.
B. Boggs, A, M., we have received the
first number of The Lone Star.. Please
accept our thanks. Could we not have
a copy of I, E. 1. and Cape Breton paj ors
place i on our table? Let it be done
soon. Gro. A. McDoxarp.

| shall lay the report before Congress.

| moved a resolution favoring reciprocity
| with the United States and a continuavce

was due tothe fact that the
were counselling their countrymen to be |
patient, in the hope that justice would

be accorded |

them by England, in due |
time.
gool effects of their |
attributed to the

of the government

leaders to have the

temperate counsels

ery
which makes it 8 hard to repress the

exasperations

Irish people from violence under them
the Irish
these
t will go far to | rove their right to self
When th taken,
it was found to be on the old party lines
the upporting  the

nent, and giving them s majority of

However, if oan  command

thems: Ives, under circumstances,

voto was

Unionists govert

he new Freneh government are en
toring n & dangerous road.  They
appesr be determined to supy
Roulangerism by prescriptive messu
n no country is th o por ther
Frax
The Cor il ted States ha
pased  u resolution looking toward
ymmercinl union with Canada, 1t pro
len that whenever it shall be duly
tified to the Presilent that the gov

ernment of Canadn has declared a dexire

to establish commerciul union with the

United States, having a uniform re
veaue system, like
collected; and Jike

articles

internal taxes to be

import duties to be

brought into

either country from othern ations, with |

imposed upon
no duties upon trade between the Unitod
States and shall appoint
three commissioners so to meet those who

Canada, he

may be likewise designated to represent |
the government of Canada to prepare a

plan for assimilation of import duties and |
taxes of the two coun- |
tries, and an equitable division receipts in |

internal revenue

commercial union, and said commission. |
ers shall report to the President, who

In the Canadian parlisment, Laurier

| day, Oot. 24, st 2p. m

It must be very hard for the Irish ‘ | education,

| the exemption of

| Provinces

any other.
equally on all concerned.

but no-ﬂty lho mcm.od. Onc ounce
letters will be covered by the three cent
stamp, Letters insufficiently paid will
be forwarded to their destination, but
double the deflolency will be exacted.
The dead lotter nuisance will thus be
sbated

The Nove Seotia Legislature is just

settling down to business.

-

Notes by “Observer.”

I note that in the published scoount of
the proceedings and addresses Bofore
held at Mon

the Chiristian  conference,

| treal in Uotober laat, under the direction

of the Montreal branch of the
cal Alliance, it in stated that “ the com
munion service in conneotion with the
conference was held in the
Square Methodist Church, on Wadnes

Evangeh

Dominlon

Notwithetanding
the pouring rain the service was numer
ously attended, all the denominations be

ing represented.” This conference was

composed inpart of Baptist clorgy
men, probably Baptist laymen also.
1 beg to ask any of your readers who

have exact knowledge on the subject
whether the statement above extracted
from the conference publication is in full
harmony with the facts of the case?
More particularly may I ask (1) whether
sush service was held by vote of the con-
ference, and if so (2) was that vote unani-
mous? (3) Is it true that all thé deno-
minations joined in the service.
THE JESUITS' ESTATES ACT.

I observe the same publi-
ation the petition of the Evangelical
Alliance of Canada to the Governor
General in Council praying for the
disallowance of the Jesuits' Estates
Act. It appears now that that peti-
tion failed to the Dominion
Government, for the act i question has
since been allowed. What else could
the government have done? Had not
the Quebec Legislature the right to dis-
burse its revenue as it pleased? Most
certainly. The appropriation of $400,-
000 to Roman Catholic higher education
may have been very unwise, but surely
Quebec had the right to make the dis-
tribution if it so wished. Had a respect
able protest been made at the proper
time by the Protestants of Quebec

also in

impress

against the passage of such legislation

that would have been entirely in order.
While I thus write | must at the same
time remark how palpable is the deter-
niinaflon of Rome that the Province of
Quebec shall continue to be intensely
| Roman Catholic. The greateat religious
problem, as well as the greatest national
probh-m that confronts this Deminion, is
this: Shall Rome rule in our new nation.
ality ? It behoyes Protestanism to be on
the alert, to strip it«elf of Romish errors,
to build alone upon the Word of God as
interpreted by the best scholarship of
the world, and to stand together and to
work unitedly for the advance of Chris-

This | tianity

The question: presented to the Prov.
ince of Quebec;namely, whether the ap-
propriation of ; $460,000 of the public
revenue to thé" advancement of higher
was ; and secondly,
whether the $400,000 to
Roman Catholies and $60,000 to Protest
ants was just or not

proper

division of

This same ques
us in another form in, | be
the
church property is exempt fiom mun
I'hat that the

exempted pay so

tion meets

lieve, every part of Dominion :

cipal taxation means

property not must

much grester taxes. That means, that
the individual property owners in any
loculity shall be assessed to make up
v deficiency arising from the nomarsess

ment of your churoh and mine. It

that each denomination i

means
butes to the support of all the other deno
minations Suppose the Roman Catholic

church property in every place far ex
Protestants
the

unjustly

that held hy
the

coeds n value

In so far ax suech was ane

Protestant population would

| contribute of their mesns to make up for

the Catholic church

property. This condition of things un

doubtedly existx in the Provinoe of Que

bec It may be contrar in other

If 80, it is no less unjust
This form of supporting a religion we do
not believe in, is so indirect that it is
scarcely felt, unless where the inequality
between the denominations ia very great
None the less, ns the case stands, we are
contributing to the financial supj ort of
other and

ceiving their contributions towards the

denominations, in tum re-

support and propagation of our tenets.

I submit that the system of exemption
of ecclesiastical property from municipal
taxation is wrong, and that such prop-
erty should pay taxes the
Then the burden would fall

same ns

By the way, the Nova Scotia Legisla-
ture, I notice, is to be asked to sanotion

some measure relating to higher educa-

of the modus vivendi with respect to the | tion. Just what it will be does not yet
fisheries. After a debate of considerable | appear. Is the old College question to
length, the resolution was rejected by a | be re-opened? I hope not. Was not

majority vote of forty-three. A bill to
prevent trap shooting of pigeons, dog
fighting and baiting of all kinds, passed
its seeond reading by the narrow major-
ity of one, to the disgust of many mem-
bers of the house, be it said.

The Postmaster General proposes in-
creased rate on drvp letters to two cents,
but the weight will be one ounce in-
stead of one half ouncer ; now, Charges
on registered letters will be increased,

that settled, determined and made an
end of? _Or is it a proposal to resus-
citate the Halifax university for exami-
nation and degree-awarding purposes?
That step has been advocated quite re-
recently. But it is no use to anticipate.
Feb. 23. OBSKRVER,
——— -
Cornkcriox—~Bro. E. K. Ganong, not
Bro. R. Mutch, was pastora! 821! Svener

)ry hﬂl A“IC -._.

BY M. P. ADAMS, YARMOUTH, N, 8,

The Rev, 8 A. Walker, rector of Mary-
port Church, Bristol, England, says : “ It
ls notorious that the great majority of
the baptized members of the Churoh of
England, sre enemies of the eross of
Christ, many of them not having the
form of Godliness.” What think yod of
this open attack of a clergymin on the
members of his own flook, aver every one
of whom & clergyman has solemoly de
clared during the baptismal service,
“We give Thee hearty thanks that it
hath pleased Thee 1o regenerate this in
fant with Thy Holy Spirit” ¥

But this disheliever in the reality of
hisx church dogma, * Baptismal regeners
inin véry good company. Listen
10 & greater man than- he, who made s
much flercer attack on the members of
the Episcopal Church. In his famous
sermon on the % New Birth,” John Wes
ley.says, “How many are the baptized
gluttons and drunkanls, the baptized
liars and common swearers, the baptized
rioters and evil speakers, the baptized
whoremasters, extortioners.
What think you, are these now the cbhil-
dren of God? Verily 1 say unto you
whosoever you are, unto whom any one
of the preceding characters belong

ye serpents, ye gemeration
o[ vipers, how can ye escape the damna-
tion of hell 7"

It does not require a Wesley to discern
the illogicalness and evil fruits of “infant
baptism,” for any ordinary person may
turn to the government official reports
of the profi d religious ti of
criminals, to see how large a proportion
of them have been “christened.”

tion,

thieves,

TOKONTO CENTRAL PRISON.

Total Criminals  One ix

Denominations. in every
Roman Catholics, 245 1,309
Episcopalians,.. 208 1,371
Presbyterians,. 4444
Methodists.. 4 5,785
All other dvnnmumnons, 39 6,419

In that year, 1880, an eminent static-
ian, Thomas Shenston, Esq., obtained
statistics of the religious standing of the
criminals that entered the Penitentiary
at Kingston, Ont. Out of all the con-
victs he found that while 83 were Roman
Catholics and 72 Episcopalians, only one
could be proved to have been baptized
on a profession of faith fa Christ, and
he was an /ndian.

Itis worthy of observation that those
bodies which attribute most efficacy to
infant baptism, furnish the jails with
most inmates. This fact is a louder com
ment on the unscripturalness of that
“ institution ” of man's ‘than anything
that the most impartial thinker coukl
ay.

Figures may be considered “rather
dry,” yet they speak louder than words
A few years ago there appesred a care
fully written and very informing article
in one of the American Quarterlies on
the decline of infant baptism. It was
then shown that the denomination most
neglecting the christening of its infants
was the Presbyterian. Here are a few
samples :

The Fifth Avenue, Dr. John Hall,

1,730 members—infants baptized, 2
University Place, Dr. R. R. Booth, Il

1,193 members—infants baptized, 46.
The Fourth Avenue, Dr. Howard Crosby,

1,384 members—infants baptised, 17
The Brick Chureh, Dr. L. Bevan, hud

1,100 members—infants baptized, 23,
Madison Square, Dr. C. H. Parkhurst,

777 members—not one infant baptize!
statistics for ome year, anil
must present a very discouraging out
look

man

had

These are

for the future of this ordinance of
The decline among the Methodists and
Here is
an extreme illustmtion of negleot of bay
tizing infants. In Indiana, out of thirt

one Congregationalist
four report no infant baptisms, and the

Congregationalists is also great

ohurches, twenty

other seven only report twenty-in al

In order to moisten these dry statistics
o little, I will close by repeating one of
college “mannygoats.” Tn those
happy days when we sang, and laughed,
and prayed together under the shadow
of that great child-man, (. H. Spurgeen,
(who as much as any of us loved a gool
hearty laugh) we had in coliege a colored
genius from the sunny South; and this
is the substance of one of his narrations
“Befo de war"” he was a slave in the
Southern States, and becoming converted
after the war, he thought it his duty to
Accordingly he sought the
advice of & Methodist minister, who ad
vised him to be sprinkled. But Johnson,
who at that time could not read his
Bible, had heard that it said those who
were baptized were dipped in ‘the water,
80 he was not quite satisfied with the
Methodist’s advice. - He then went to the
Presbyterian, who told him he ought tobe
“ poured,” but he was determined to see
the Baptist preacher. too, as he wanted
all the light he could get. He of course
told him he ought to be dipped. Now,
the darkey brother argued thus: “ If [ be
sprinkled, I shall be neither poured nor
dipped, and if sprinkling turn out to be
wrong, and one ef the others turn out to
be right, I shall be in a bad fix. Then if
1 be poured, well I shall be both sprinkied
and poured in one, and that would be all
well if either sprinkling or pouring turn
out te be right, but if dipping should be
the real thing, then I shall be in & sad
place. But ifI be dipped I cannot be
v .onf, oecaise T shall be sprinkied, and

our

be baptized.

last year, as st te-l in the ) en> Book.

poured, and dipmed, 2l in ene
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