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aelf in improving a valuable property and continu
ed in a career of active public useful ne-w. He be- 

Mèmber of the House of Assembly for King’s 
tv, a Member of Council, and Chief Magis
tor King's County for many years, Commis

sioner for the Indians Ac.
In 1811, the impending struggle with the United 

States aroused all the war-like instincts of the old 
partizan ; he snuffed the battle afar off, and at once 
offered to raise a regiment for local service. Early 
in ltU‘2 he had under his command 600 men, ready 
for the field, which enabled the Government to 
send the 104th regf. on to Canada, then hardly

FT
plumbing, are tasteful in design, and seem well 
n :laptc-d to the building. The register grates,.which 
arc “neat, not gaudy,” IiaVe 
Messrs. Young, Hughes and Bowes and Evans. 
The carpets, thus far, are from Messrs. Ilegan. 
Altogether, the building will probably prove a 
comfortable home for the twenty odd officials, 
whose dutjes will call for their pretty constant 
attendance.

GENERAL JOHN COFFIN.“ ILLITERATE” QUEBEC.Printed by McKillop A Johnston, Canterbury St., St. John.10 05 
21 75 
21 75 
13 95 
10 05 
21 75 
10 05 
13 95 
10 05 
10 05 
10 05 
10 05 
13 95 
10 05 
10 05 
10 05 
10 05 
10 05 
10 05 
10 05 
10 05 
10 05 
10 05 
10 05 
13 95 
13 95 
10 05 
13 95 
10 05 
10 05 
10 05 
10 05 
10 05 
10 05 
10 05 
10 05

•Vlaborer, 
hotel,

mariner,
watchmaker,

hotel,
laborer,

blacksmith,

Prince, Oscar 
Price, J Nelson 
Price, George 
Porter, William 
Perkins, Gilbert J 
Parker, Albert D 
Price, John 
Proctor, John 
Pratt, Andrew 
Park, Tliopias 
Powers, Thomas 
Phillips, William 
Pickett, Henry W 
Proud, Edward J 
Parsons, Levi 
Paddock, Thomas 
Proud, Thomas jr 
Palmer, Francis 
Palmer, George W 
Patchell, Edward 
Petty, George 
Patterson, I rancis 
Parlee, Nelson 
Perkins, William 
Perry, Lewis 
Purdi

10 05 
10 05 
10 05 
10 05 
10 05 
13 95 
10 05 
10 05 
13 95 
17 85 
10 05 
10 05 
10 05 
10 06

laborer, 
• do

O’Neill, William 
O’Brien, John 
Owens, Patrick 
O’Connell, Bartholomew 
O’Neill, John 
Osbnm, Alexander B 
O’Donnell, Patrick 
O’Connor, Philip 
Ouellett, Rev Antoine 
Overy, Rev Henry 
Ohlsen, John 
O’Neal, James 
Ogler, George«EES
O’Brien. James

Iniereslinç Sketch of n I*« markable Man. 
—How the Loyalist* served their King.— 
General Coffin as a New Ilrimswlcker.— 
His West Held Residence.

Even the bigotted, sectarian Freeman is amazed 
at the state of affairs revealed in the report of the 
Superintendent of Education in the Province of 
Quebec. Here thfi schools of the majority—the 
overwhelming majority—.are strictly “ îeligious,” 
so-called, or sectarian. They are Roman Catholic 
schools, pure and simple, the clergy hav ng every
thing their own way in the management. Of 5,000 
teachers, it appears that 1,757 receive salaries below 

hundred dollars a year! The wortl of such 
teachers, and the value of the education imparted 
in such schools, can he readily estimate!. “ Very
few,” says the Freeman, “ receive over $400 a year!” 
Even the Freeman being the judge, the k rge num
ber of Roman Catholic teachers who find more re-
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agent,x The Canadian Monthly for September contains a 

most interestingarticlc entitled “ 
from the pen of a United Empire Loyalist. It is a 
history of the Coffin family, of whom the Hon. 
Thomas Coffin, of Shelburne, N. S., Receiver Gen
eral of Canada, is a member. From this very in
structive article we learn thjit the Coffins, in the 
person of Tristram Coffiyn — left Brixton, near 
Plymouth, England, in 1643—twenty years after 
the Mayflower came over,—landing at Newburypiort, 
New Hampshire ; moved thence and settled for a 
time at Haverhill. In 46621 he bought one tenth 
of Nantucket, Ireland, wlitjre he died in 1681.

rblatiyes filled public 
|K>sitionsof importance. Thcnoe the family moved 
to Boston, leaving, however! numerous Coffins to 
jierpetuate the name on Nantucket shore. In the 
fifth generation of lineal decent from Tristram 
Coffyn, we have William Coffin, of Boston, a trader, 
who died in 1774, leaving four sons, Ebenezer, 
Nathaniel, John and William, all staunch loyalists, 
—their sisters, however, marrying into Boston 
families and taking the mdc of the “ rebels.” 
Ebenezer, the oldest, was father of Thomas Aston 
Coffin, long private secretary to Sir Guy Carleton, 
afterwards Governor of Quebec, by whose influence 
the secretary was upp«.intcd Commissary Gen
eral of the British Forces i(i Canada. Nalhaiiiel 
Coffin was for a lime cashier! of the King’s Customs 
in Boston ; lie left the country when the Royal 
troopis withdrew in 1776 and went to England, re
turned to New York in 1781 and died on landing. 
He left two sons, afterwards General John Coffin 
of New Brunswick, and Admiral Sir Isaac Coffin, 
Bart. It is the history of this General John Coffin 
that we desire more particularly to quote

The descendants of Nathfipic'l, to wit, General 
John Coffin and family, ipâde for themselves a 
ilace and a name among the earliestvettlers of New 
Brunswick. John, his uncle, with a wife and 

eleven children, came to Quebec. . Both of these 
families sacrificed much in the cause of" their king 
and country, accounting it is nothing, for the sac
rifice carried with it cnougl(of honour to be its own 
reward. Nor was the reward Wanting even in the flesh. 
The greatest of nations cannot restore to its des- 

Ilcd adherents houses and lands, the proud re- 
s of honest labour, or the scenes of early a flec

tion : but all that could he clone was done. The 
nation was not ungrateful to those who had earned 
its gratitude, and who knew! how to utilize it. Em
ployment, competence, a 
ment in the public service kverc offered fréely to 
all. The men of these families were not wantiqg 
to themselves or to their opportunities, and, as may 
be shown hereafter, have not failed, each in his 
allotted sphere of duty, to justify the modest motto 
of their family—

ST. JOHN, N. B., SATURDAY, SEPT. 25, 1875. Relics of Loyalty,”laborer, do
THE STRUGGLE IN THE CONSOLIDATED RAIL

WAY COMPANY.

There is something hard to be understood"!*! the 
present position of the Consolidated European and 
North American Railway, the New Brunswick 
portion of which is popularly known by the name 
of “ Western Extension.” Only one thing seems 
tolerably clear, namely: that “the leading powers” 
in that Company have'fallen out among themselves, 
have come into deadly collision, and propose to 
“fight it out on that line” altho’ the*railway and 
its interests should be hopelessly wrecked in the 
end. It would seem that, at the recent meeting in 
Bangor, there was a decided separation, Mr. E. R. 
Burpee-and the holder of the proxy for the New jn 
Brunswick Government’s stock having withdrawn 
from the meeting after protesting against an elec
tion of directors by their opponents of Bangor who, 
they claim, were voting on Mock the issue of which 
was unauthorized and illegal. The main fact with 
which we have to .deal is that there is open hostility 
between the two wings of stockholders in the Coin-
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Canada, then hardly

pressed by invasion. In 1812 the regiment known 
as the “ New Brunswick Fencibles,” mustered 600 

lg, composed of young 
hbors of their respected

» THERE AND HERE

Other cities than St. John are troubled by their 
tax bills. In Brooklyn, New York, the subject 
enters largely into active politics, and candidates 
for civic offices arc obliged to come out squarely 
for retrenchment. A few evenings ago, Dénias 
Barnes, one of the first citizens of Brooklyn and a 
candidate for the mayoralty, in addressing a 
meeting of the electors gave special prominence to 
the taxation question. “ Here you are, in the 
Eighth* Ward,” said Mr. Barnes, “one of the most de
lightful pla&s that any city in the world occupies. 
Living near the Bay, and with a location easily 
drained, and with pure air, its surroundings make 
it one of the finest quarters of the City. Yet your 
lots, I am told, can only be sold for one half what 
they are worth as compared with other cities.” 
How remarkably like St. Johh ! “ What is the 
reason ?” asked Mr. Barnes ; and he answered his 
own interrogatory promptly and satisfactorily.
“ When wc undertake to go down to the question 
of values of property, we find that it depends on the 
expiense put upon it. Every one per cent, of tax put 
upon properly reduces ita value just sixteen (16) per 
cent.” Such a statement is well calculated to lead 
to serious reflection, and ought to suggest to every 
property owner the importance of taking an active 
part in the management of civic affairs. This 
point Mr. Barnes urged strenuously saving :—“ The 
question qf reform in government is important to 
all. Where should it 6cgin ? Neither Washing
ton nor Albany ” [corresponding to our capitals,— 
Ottawa and Fredericton] “in one sense .of the 
word, was to lie cared for, but every man eared for 
his own neighbourhood and his city. No person 
could be patriotic or public spirited until he had 
acquired enough of this world’s goods, until he had 
leisure to pass an evening with his neighbors and 
take an interest in public affairs. The rich man 
had more interests to protect, and that was the rea

lm paid more attention to this rather than the 
poor man.” Mr. Barnes then spoke of the City 
Government, sayinç that no one 
siblc for its corruption and the 
of thirty-four millions to its debt since 1864, a debt 
greater than that of the United States at several 
icriods of its history. The tailoring man was the 
lulwark ami support of all nations. “ It was to 
uch an audience as this that every nation, every 

State,, and every city was obligated for the support it 
received. The last two years had rolled upon us a 

Wc had seen men who said a 
national blessing, wbile their 
[► to their shoulders stealing 

from the Treasury, * * *1 Since 1865^Thcrc 
had been Senators, Mayors, Aldermen, Supervisors, 
.etc., both Democratic and Republican; but when 
the tax bills came in, in December, they were found 
to be gradually increasing every year. This great 
taxation was sustained to support contractors, at 
treble prices, to support commissions, men who 
serve without pay, but no in poor and come out rich, 
superintendents of buildings, public charities, etc., 
all with large salaries.”

Mr. Barnes’ remarks apply, on many poitits, to 
St. John as well as to Brooklyn. The increase in 
taxation in this city may well alarm property 
owners, while the worst feature is that those citizens 
who are the least able to pay are in proportion to 
their means the most heavily taxed. A deprecia
tion of property,—as pointed out by Mr. Barnes,— 
must necessarily follow excessive taxation, and the 
prospect of this adds to the alarm now only too gen
erally felt. Then St. John, like Brooklyn, is main
taining an army of officials, and the last thing that 

Common Council thinks of is the fcasability or 
the propriety of reducing any official’s salary or 
abolishing an office. The people, however, are be
ginning to demand retrenchment,—economy,— 
more publicity to the proceedings of the Council, 
especially to the transactions of its Committees,— 
more deference to public sentiment,—and a little 
less of that haughtiness which might lead the 
ignorant to suppose our CounciImen were the 
masters rather than the servants of the people. 
When these all important gentlemen, — the 
Councilmen and the Corporation employes,—be
gin to regard themselves as above those who elect 
them and nay them, then the time has come for 
the electors'to resumo the reins and find others to 
fiM their places.

HOW RAILWAY OFFICIALS ARE DISPLACED.

'2 20 men, the friends and 
neighbors of their respected commander. At the 
peaeç of 1815, the Colonel was promoted to the rank 
of Mijbr-Gcneral, the regiment was disbanded, and 
General Coffin returned to half-pay once more. By 

<*w progress of seniority he 
I he top of the Army List ais the oldest general 
officer, and having, tut many years, alternated in 
his residence between England and New Bruns
wick, died at last, at the house of his son, Admiral 
John Townsend Coffin, In King’s County, on the 
12th May, 1838, aged 82. The foregoing sketch 
has been epitomized from a more lengthy 
compiled by his youngest son, Admiral Henry 
E<1 ward Coffin, but the writer of this, who knew 
the General well in his later days, recalls with 
affectionate recollection the noble presence and 
generous character of the chivalrous old soldier, 
a relic of the days in which giants were, its stature 
and in heart true to his king and country, a hum
ble Christian and an honest and brave man, who 
united to the heroism of a Paladin the endurance 
of the pioneer, and when lie could no longer serve 
his Prince in the field, served him Mill oetter, by 
creating a new realm of civilization and progress 
in the heart of the primeval forest. His name will 
ever be held in honor in New Brunswick.

It may interest our readers to know that the re- ’ * 
mains of General John Coffin Me in the little grave
yard at the foot of Long Reach, adjacent to the 
farm known as Brittain’s Point at the month of the 
Ncrcpis, and now owned by Mr. Woodman. A 
simple stone marks the old General’s resting place.
The Woodman property forms part of what was 
formerly known as Alwington Manor, a large tract 
of land granted to the General by the Crown. An 
aged resident of Clifton who called at Tub Watch
man office on Thursday recollects visiting the 
General at his residence,a few miles up the Nercpis. 
The place is now owned or occupied, we believe, 
by a M. Ecoles.
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rose, at last, to
munerative employment in the “ godless 
fidel” free, non-sectarian schools of N ;w Bruns
wick, are not as badly off" as they would be if this 
model Quebec system were established as the law 
of our Province. But these facts eonvpy only a 
feeble impression of the utter worthlessness of the 
Quebec “godly ” system, which the clergy have been 
nursing with such jealous'carp for several

that Province of a million and a quarter of 
souls, with its population increasing rapidly, 
there were in 1873 only 94 more schools than in 
1872, the whole number in the former year being 
only 3,381. As late as 1855, out of nearly a million 
of people, it seems that only 48,000 children in 
these schools were “learning to write f this num
ber was increased in 1873 to 127,000,—rttill a con
temptibly limited number for so large a population. 

. . . About 88,000 “ read well,” 100,000 arc “ learning
pany, and tins leads to the query, Why have these to read gramm„» abuul 79,000 are in “simple
men quarrelled, and what has Mr. Burpee to gain arithmetic,” 50,000 or 60,000 are bejng taught 
by the quarrel, his interests having, apparently, “ book keeping, geography and history!’—this in- 
lain in the other direction, that is, with the Bangor struction being given by teachers, one third of whom 
men and the Associate Contractors, for whose bene- serve for less than $100 a year ! Comparing these

'”*> — “f "lock ™ T i8St? ahle^tn
There is an impression that the fight is really ^ assailing, obstructing and vUlifying,, it

one for the future control of the line, and one will be seen that tne Province of Quebec is far lie- 
theory credits Mr. Burpee and the New Brunswick hind us, although it should be in advance of every 
men with seeking to obtain their end by means of otlmr^Province. 
the bondholders, with whose English representative alw 
these gentlemen appear to be in sympathy, and 
whom they are supposed to be patting on the back.
As the bonds are principally held in England, it 
does seem possible, in the present .crisis of the 
affairs of the Consolidated Company, that an im
portant advantage may accrue to the party having 
the support of the representative of the English 
bondholders. The reason—so this theory assorts—
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6 24 Freeman says, apologetically, that “it is 
ays exceedingly difficult to induce an illiterate 

people to make sacrifices for the education of their 
children.” It may fairly be asked wliyj the p iconic 
uf that Province as a body are so “ illiterate?” Why 

ey so far behind their fellow subjects of the 
Provinces in the matter of education ? Why 

“sacrifices for
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are they not as well able to make 
their children ” as are the people of | Ontario or 
New Brunswick ? Quebec is the oldest Province 
of the Dominion. The French population had the 
choice of the lands along the St. Lawrence (as 
their compatriots had in New Bnmswpck) and in-

PROHIBITION.—The following is the most im
portant of the series of resolutions passed by the 
Temperance Convention at Montreal :—

4. That in order that a Prohibitory Liquor Law, 
lien piassctl, may have that sympathy and support 

so indispensably necessary to its success, it is the 
opinion of this convention that the Dominion Par
liament should be urged to enact such a law, sub
ject to ratification by popular vote.

Wc don’t think anything of the kind is possible 
under our Constitution. Up to the present time 

Parliament has not passed a law “subject to 
ratification by the popular vote,” in the sense here 
intended. As a matter of fact, but in a different 
sense from the suggestion of this resolution, all laws 
enacted by the Parliament ofCnnada or the Legis
lature of a Province arc “subject to ratification by 
the popular vote,” inasmuch as frequent elections 
afford to the electors opportunities for either rati
fying or condemning the legislation of any session. 
It may be taken for granted that Parliament will 
not accept the permission so kindly offered by the 
Convention, which seemsto have been willing to do 
almost anything rather than embarrass the poli
ticians. The Government of Canada must, in the 
end, decide this 
the Governmen 
otherwise, must
eral millions of revenue. and must be prepared to

5rynd|SMiitt,2K2
should be placed on the shoulders of the Govern
ment an 
until this
adhered to, tlife politicians will laugh at the Tem
perance men. There can be little doubt that Pro
hibition is the right point to aim at. Iff law were 
deemed necessary to stamp out some dread disease
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The Company have not paid the interest on their 
bonds due in June last. If the interest remains 
unpaid for six months, the trustees for the bond
holders on the line from St. Croix to St. John (of 
whom Governor Tilley is the only one remaining, 
the other, J. Edgar Thompson, of the Pennsylvania 
Genital, having died, and the vacancy not having 
been filled) may step in and take charge of this 
portion of the road. Wc may therefore expect that 

g 15 between the present date and December there will 
1005 be a fierce struggle for the control of the road, the 

important point being the payment of the interest 
now overdue. If the interest be not paid the bond
holders will step in and control the road from St. 
John to the U. 8. border, and those local railroad 
men who, acting with the English bondholders, get 
a share in that control, will have a most important 
lever with which to force the Maine men to come 
to terms. This theory reems plausible, and helps 
to an understanding of some of the movements at 
Bangor which, at the time, seemed inexplicable.
If, on the other hand, the interest be paid before 
the expiration of the six months, the bondholders 
can have nothing to say in the affairs of the com
pany. The men, then, who have broken with the 
Maine party and are relying for victory in the con
test on expected aid from the bondholders, are in
terested in preventing the payment of the interest 
within the time allowed. If,—so runs the theory,— 
they can so embarrass the finances of the Company 
as to keep them defaulters, they will have secured 
a .potent weapon with which to fight their adver
saries, and it would seem that, to ensure victory to 
this wing of the Company, even bold measures 
may be necessary.

No doubt, the attachment recently issued against 
the Consolidated Company’s funds and other pro
perty, at the instance of Mr. Ruel and Mr. Burpee 
—Mr. Jardine being absent in Europe, and Mr. 
Jones, another of the endorsers of the dishonored 
paper, probably not having been consulted,—would 
have proved a serious embarrassment, had not the 
Company warded off the blow,—so report says,—by 
mortgaging their property in advance and with
drawing their funds from their bankers ; and still it 
is believed the attachment will arrest a consider-" j 
able amount both of property and money 

15 61 Company. The issue of this attachment may not be 
a part of the programme of embarrassment, but it 

^ 6g answers the purpose as completely as if it were spe
cially designed to that end. Again, the non-settlc-

4 68 ment of the Jewett Estate difficulties come in just 
now to operate in favor of the men at this end of 
the line who are fighting G. K. Jewett, E. D. Jewett 
and their friends of the “ Consolidated,” since it 
keeps the latter deprived of that credit and standing 
in the business community, with the aid of which 
they might finance to pay the over due interest and so 
prevent the intervention of the bondholders. This, 
too, may not be a part of the programme of embar
rassment, but it seems to be most opportune, in fur
therance of the designs of those whose game will be 
best served by failure to pay the interest.

I» connexion with this matter, and as evidence 
of the hopefulness of those who are fighting the 

g Maine men, it is stated that there is under discus
sion a proposal to buy or lease from the bondhold
ers the line from St. John to the St. Croix, and the 
names of E. R. Burpee, Alexander Gibson and 

® others are mentioned in connection with the pro
ject, and that the scheme to bridge the St. John at 
the Suspension Bridge will be revived. As regards 
the latter feature of the new enterprise, it is, of 
Course, hopeless, for although Premier Mackenzie 
promised Government aid to such a work on con
dition that the railways west paid half the expense, 
his Minister of Finance has just intimated that no 
new public work of any description will be under
taken in Canada, the finances of the country being,

5 46 in his opinion, in a deplorable condition. And, be
sides, the very fact of the parties chiefly interested 
in the Consolidated Company fighting each other 
for the control of this road, will reduce the chances 
of any funds being forthcoming from this railway, 
even if the insolvent condition of the Company 
were not a sufficient bar.

17 07 variably chose the most acccssable and the most 
fertile, and such locations as offered the best com
mercial advantages. They filled most bf the public 
offices, drew most of the public salaries, and were 
petted and pampered by the Governments of France 
and Great Britain. They have enjoyed every 
benefit which “ their religion, their laws and their 
institutions ” were fitted to confer. Tltey have had 
their colleges, an army of priests anq monks and 
nuns, and far more than their just shaije of legisla
tive recognition and public appropriations. Then 
why are the masses of the French of Qanada, with 
all these advantages in their favor,—advantages 
superior to any possessed by the inhabitants of 
any other Province of Canada—so illiterate?” 
It would seem that with such a start in life as the 
French of Quebec had, they ought to have outstrip- 
>ed every other division of the population of 
'anada in worldly prosperity, in education and 

refinement, in enterprise and genuine progress ; 
whereas they are to-day the least progressive, the 
least enterprising, the least refined, and the most 
superstitious aud ignorant of any o ' their fellow 
subjects. It is, indeed, a melancholy fact that the 
French masses arc but the combust ble material 
with which clerical leaders and po 
continually threatening the peace of the Dominion; 
for it is with the aid of this ignorant material that 
designing Quebec leaders are enabled! to interfere 
with the internal affairs of other Provinces and 
create “North West troubles” and ; New Bruns
wick School difficulties,” while, left to themselves, at 
home, the people figure in anti-vaccin.ition riots and 
Gnibord-funcral riots. The Freeman1 ought to ex
plain why it is t hese people have lor so many genera
tions been so “ illiterate.” All the world can see that 
being “ illiterate,” they are more easily moulded 
and handled by clerical and political demagogues 
of their own faith, but, doubtless, the Freeman can 
find some other reason for keeping these people so 
long in their “ illiteracy.”
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f Extant rocte faijtis premia.
General John Coffin, of New Brunswick, was the 

eldest win of Nathaniel Collin, above mentioned, a 
merchant of Boston, and wajs bom in l7f>f>; was sent 
to sea at an early age, most probably in a ship 
wherein his father had an interest, and became 
chief mate at the age of eighteen, navigated his 
ship to England in 1774, Where the Government 
took her up for the conveyance of troops to Amer
ica. He brought out part of a regiment under Sir 
W’illiam IIowc, reached Boston on the 15th June, 
1774, and landed the regiment under Bunker HiU 
the day of the engagement^' the 17th. Young, en
thusiastic, and full of fight; he contrived to play so 
conspicuous a part in the action as to lead to h 
presentation to General G.lge, who made him an 
ensign on the field. Not long after, ho was promo
ted to the rank of lieutenant. In 1776 he was de
tailed to New York, where lie raised a rifle corps, 
called the Orange Rangers, of which he was made 
commandant, and from which he exchanged into 
the New York Volunteers in 1778. He took part 
in the battle of Long Island, in 1777: in those .of 
Germantown and Ste. Luci s, in 1778; in Briar Creek, 
1779; and Camden, 1780. Being ordered to the 
Southern States, he there i aised a corps of pa 
cavalry, composed chiefly of loyal planters, ins ni 
ed by the cavalier spirit of the early settlers, 
fin and his corps took a t< Ring part in the actions 
of Hampton, Hobkirk’s I ill, and Eutaw Springs, 
all of which were fought in 1781. General Greene, 
one of the ablest of the lieutenants of General Was]»* 
ington, endeavoured to overwhelm tho British 
Commander, Colonel Stuart, who had fallen back 
on a strong jiosition at Eutaw Springs. Greene 
was supported by Colonel William Washington, 
a distinguished partisan leader, with a numerous 
cavalry. Coffin and his t wipers were with Stuart. 
Washington Irving, in 1 iis “ Life ” of his great 
namesake, relates how the advance on Eutaw was 
averted by Major Coffin rith 130 infantry and 50 
cavalry; and, wither on, how “Colonel Washing
ton who had rashly dashed forward with hisdragoons, 
lost most of his officers and many of his men, had 
a horse shot under him, ajnd would have becirttiam 
had not a British officer interposed, who took him 
prisoner.” This version bf the story is the truth, 
though not the précisé truth. The fact is, that the 
two leaders of the cavalry on both sides, the one 
pursuing, the other cover ng the relre^ came into 

rsonal collision. Both were powerful men, splen- 
horsemen, and good swordsmen, and neither 

inclined to cry “ hold, enough.” The scene of the 
conflict was tho top of a dyke or nari*ow road, with 
water at each side. Washington’s horse swerved 
or jibbed ; in bringing him round the rider drew a 
pistol and tired, but misting his mark, shied the 
weapon at his antagonis , knocking him off his 
horse ; but the effort and the delay had isolated 

- him from his following, his horse was shot undir 
him, and he was taken prisoner. Wc may be sure 
that Coffin would have ititerjiosed had the 
any risk of his bfeing sla n. It is still more sure 
that these two brave me n, who had known each 
other well in private life with a grim joke at their 
mutual mishaps, rode back to camp to share the 
same meal and the same tent.

At the close of the conflict in Virginia, Coffin 
received from Lord Cornwall!! the gut of a hand
some sword, accompanied by a letter coferring on 
him the rank of Major by brevet. Not being in
cluded in the capitulation of Yorktown, lie with
drew to Charlestown, in South Carolina, attracted 
by the charms of Miss Annie Matthews, daughter 
of William Matthews, of St. John’s Island, to whom 
he was shortly after married. Conspicuous and ob
noxious, he was eagerly sought for as one of thosq 
malignants who should be smitten hip and thigh, 
and had many narrow escapes from capture. A 
story is told of him, which has been tola of others! 
who, in like st rait, stood; not upon the order of their 
hiding, but hid at once.] On one occasion, being* 
closely pressed, the fashion of the day u^fjtis sal-? 
vation ; the gallant soldier took refuge under the 
hoops of his brave mistress, which, seeing that he 
was six feet high and prvi>ortiohally" atal#art, must! 
have been no slight feat) of compression.

When Charleston was. evacuated, Major OoflJn; 
made his way un to New York, crossing the Hud
son, having eluded all Attempts at his capture, and 
presented himself at hcad-f]uarters, to the great 
astonishment of his friends in the British Army! 
In 1782, 28th August, he was the subject of the fol
lowing general order:

“ Sir Guy Carleton, Commander-in-chief : Brevct-j 
Major John Coffin of t)ie New York Volunteer^ 
having repeatedly received the public thanks of 
the principal officers under whose command he 
has served, and on the 8th Sept. 1781, (Battle 01 
Eutaw Springs,), being only 25 years of age, hav
ing distinguished himself very particularly, is, for 

to those services, appointed Major of the King’s Ame
rican Regiment, vacant by the death of Major 
Grant.”

Previous to the evacuation of New York, and 
probably in view of it, M^jor Coffin and others, 
who were looked upon by the victorious Repub* 
Means as contumacious beyond hope, and who were, 
therefore, thrust out beyond the pale of redemption, 
were shipped oft" by the British Government to New 
Brunswick, a magnificent country, but then unre
claimed and unknown.

At seven-and-twenty lie laid down his sword and 
took up his axe, accompanied by a wife, delicate 
and delicately nurtured, but full of spirit, thre* 
black meu and one black woman, all brought from 
Charleston. He went Ito work energetically, hous
ed and established himself in a beautiful situation 
on the river St. John; and in twenty years made 
for himself a valuable j property, which he named
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think of advising the enacting of a law to be 
“sulÿwfc to ratification by tho popular yjjàaT* It 
would be purely a measure of self-protection which 
the Government of the country and Parliament 
should be prepared to shqulder. Does the pro
hibition of intoxicating liquors' stand qn am jr differ
ent basis ?

l THE NEW POST OFFICE.

The meanness of some Reform politicians and 
the extraordinary uses to which the Government 
railways are being put, have just been demonstrated 
in Nova Scotia, as the following correspondence 
shows :—

Its Present Condition — The Officials and
their Quarters.Potts, Benjamin F 

Pattison, George 
Peters, Thomas A
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tinsmith,

gent',
estate,

merchant,T

r The new Post Office, strange to say, will proba
bly not be occupied before the new year,. although
the work for which Meexre Cauecy Sterling and GlkwoXEBV, Sept. 18th, 1875.

tssrtr“ »-,.
are glad to know they have perforated their work ofMtafen^'r^fonXfetetSdnU 

to the satisfaction of the Board of Works, and thus Railway/1 beg leave to forward you the following 
ustified the late Government in entrusting to them information affecting the circumstances attending' 
the construction of thin fine Imikiieg. Very few my disminsal, in order that the public may have an 
mechanics arc now at work in the building,-on' " ‘̂^"'^rLrath'of AugL°I received the fol- 
Wednesday only one or two were there. The delay iowjDg letter from Mr. Luttnell 
in occupying the building is said to be due to ‘Assistant Supt.’s Office,!
delay in arranging for the heating apparatus, the Moncton, N. B., August, 1875. /
contract for which ha, just been given to a Boston "^Î^CinrtSTy the General So 

house, although there was very slight difference perintendent to inform you that your services will 
between their tender and the offer of responsible not be required as Agent at Glengarry Station on 
parties in our own city. and after 15th September next.

On the main or ground floor carpenters are pro- The cause of your dismissal is a complaint pre- 
paring to erect the necessary partitions which will
separate the working staff of the St. John P. O. f()rm of your station at the time of the recent election 
from “ the public,” and to place in jiosition the trial. J
large number of boxes (said to be from 1,300 to The General Superintendent states that it must 
i.500) designed for the accommodation of those ^iTt^^WerVe^^t^ üt: 

who prefer to receive their mail matter at the cannot do so and remain in the service of this rail- 
office, and to aid in facilitating assortment. The way.
boxes to be hired will all be lock boxes, the notes- I therefore send you this lioticc in obedience with 
sary brass protection, locks, keys, c tc., being situ- instructions received, 
ilar to those in use in the leading United States ' lk° 
offices. There will be drawers for the newspajicr I wrote to Mr. B
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r1 “The Shelburne Horror.”—This is the 
appropriate name given to the “tale bf the 
sea” which has just been revealed, in all its 
shameless- projiortions, under tiife solemnity of 
oaths, antjl which reflects disgrace and dishonor on 
the Nova Scotia captain and crew of the Jlfwry E. 
Jones. It will be remembered that various sus
picions and rumors wfere afloat in regard to the 
conduct of CajHain Swaine and the crew of this 
vessel in their treatment of two unfortunate young 
women named Sutherland, whose father, crazed by 
his terrible loss, had come to believe that his 
children had been outraged by the men qf the 
vessel, who, to conceal their crime, had murdered 
the women and sunk tho vessel. Happily, the re* 
cent official investigation ordered "by the Govern
ment of Nova Scotia, has not brought to liglit-finy 
facts which justify the graver charges. There is 
nothing *lo show that the girls Is offered outrage in 
their jierson at the hands of the schooner's crow. 
There is, However, a large amount of evidence tend
ing to show that the girls were deserted by tiic 
crew and left to their falê ; that their cries to be 
rescued were unheeded by men who ceased to be 
Nova Scotiqns when they became arrant cowards 
and poltroons and sought only their own safety; 
that the statements of tho captain and crew, includ
ing fheir swoïà:“yrotest,’’ regarding the capsizing 
of the vessel, were false ; and that the vessel 
foully dealt with, holes made by. auger and axe 
having bçcn found in her bottom whciï she Was dis
covered after abandonment. f # .

The Bay Verte Canal.—Professor,.liend pf 
King’s College, Windsor, N. S., has Had published 
in the Canadian Monthly an article entitled y The 
Ice Phenomena and the Tides of the Bay of Fondy.” 
The object of the article, if it is mit wholly pur
poseless, appears to be to suggest to the readers of 
the Monthly in the Upjier Provinces that there are 
great natural'obstacles,* on the Bay of Fundy side, 
to the construction of this Canal. The Halifax 
Chronicle treats the article as an able contribution \ 
to its side of the controversy. The Press of Mont
real,.we notice, taking its cue probably from 
Young, is questioning the merits of the schemed 
But the deadliest blow to the measure, the final 
extinguisher, was given the other day by the Re
form Minister of Finance in addressing his Nap- 
anee constituents. Mr. Cartwright then and there 
stated/ in the clearest and most emphatic terms, 
that the Government did not intend to undertake 
any new public works ; they would complete those 
which were under way, but would do nothing more. 
The appropriations, therefore, for new public 
works will, next Session, for the first time in the 
history of the country, be nil. This being the 
tied policy of the Government,'and the Bay Verte 
Canal being included among the new works, what 
a farce is the Commission that has been perambu
lating the Dominion pretending to enquire into foe 
merits of the Canal Scheme ! The Minister of 
Finance having sunk the scheme deeper than ever 
plummet sounded, the expense of the Commission 
should be saved to the country, which can at this 
moment, according to Mr. Cartwright, 
afford to pay for the mostusefol works, and can not, 
therefore, afford such wilful waste of public money 
as the existence of this Commission involves.
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15 51 R. Luttrell.80 25
Rrydges on the 27th ultimo, ask-

proprietors, bank managers and olliers who will ing for a copy of the charge, but received no rcjily, 
«oresp.ee than an ordinary box affords, it

election trial, it is void of truth. I did not sjicak 
to him directly or indirectly, during the whole 
time of the election trial nor for months before or
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Messrs. McAvity, it is said, will supply the brass 
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The St. John Postmaster and Assistant Postmas

ter,—who will have offices partitioned off on the 
Princess St. side ; the Stamp Office clerks,—whose 
jiosition will be in front and to the left of the main 
entrance ; the delivery clerks, who will stand im
mediately in front of the mai» entrance ; the assort
ing clerks, the letter carriers, and in fact the whole 
staff"of the St. John P. O., will be accommodated 
on this main floor, except, of course, the care taker, 
Mr. George Bell, who will reside in the basement, 
where three rooms have been fitted up for his ac
commodation,—and very scant quarters they seem 
to be. There is a secure vault on the main floor, 
and from the assorting and delivery room there is 
direct access to the upjier stories.

On the second floor are the offices of the Inspec
tor's staft and the Money Order Department. Mr. Mc
Millan has selected the office on Prince William 
St., next to the Bank of New Brunswick ; adjoining 
is a comfortable lavatory and closet. Mr. Paisley 
takes the other Prince William 8t. office, the one 
overlooking Chubb’s Corner. Thé Inspector gets 
the most sunshine ; the Deputy secures the lest 
view of the fashions and of Furloi g’s. Mr. Whit
taker’s office is next to Mr. Pais ey’s, on Princess 
8t. The Brussel la carpet is ready for laying in 
Messrs. McMillan’s; and Paisley’s offices. Mr. 

of Everett and his staff will occupy a suite of three 
offices, Mr. Everett having a very cheerful room in 
the northwest corner, overlooking the Carleton 
Ferry landing and the harbor ; tin ! other two offices 
adjoin, on the Princess street side The rooms on 
the opposite side of thp hall from the last mentioned 
include closets, common to the «^ccujiants of this 
flat, and store rooms in connection with the In- 
spiector’s suite. The occupants o! this story enter 
the building from the alley on t lie Bank of New 
Brunswick side.

The upper story of the building, which is un
finished, is divided' into rooms, but nothing has 
been decided as to the use to which this part of the 
building will be put. From it stairs lead to the 
roof, whence a magnificent view qf the city propicr, 
Portland, Carleton, the harbor, the shipping, etc., 
may be-obtained ; and to the Tovjer, in which “the 
clock” is to be placed. It is uriderstood that the 
Dominion architect is highly pleased 
on the building. The gas fittings, which have been 
«applied by Mr. Rowan, who executed all- the

Ydurs, very truly,
John Fraser.

It will be noticed that Mr. Luttrell, in his first 
note, assumed to know all about the cause of Mr 
Fraser’s dismissal. In the second note he pro 
fesses to know nothing about it,—two positions st 
diametrically opposite that if the writer were not 
Mr. Luttrell, it would seem scarcely piossiblc that thé 
two letters could have proceeded from the same 
writer. The impioriant feature of the case, how 
ever, consists in the fact that the crime charge» 
against John Fraser, the railway official, occurred a 
year ago, and no action has been taken in all,that time 
to punish him. The charge docs not appiear 
have been brought to the station master’s notice ; 
he was not questioned in regard to it; in fact, he 
knew nothing of its having been preferred 
until he received official notice that this concealed 
charge was the means of depriving him of his office 
and his livelihood. The explanation of the whole 
affair, however, is found in the fact that a year ago, 
at the election court held in Pic ton County to test 
the validity of Mr. Carmichael’s election, this John 
Fraser, station master, was a witness, “and, in obe- 
diènee to a subpoena, gave evidence before the 
court to the effect that he had been threatened by 
Mr. Carmichael with the loss of his office, if he 
piresumed to vote against him at the general election 
in February, 1874. Mr. Fraser was not at that 
election court in the capacity of a witness on his 
own account. He was there by compulsion of law, 
and he was bound to answer the questions put to 
him.” Mr. Fraser’s ultimate dismissal was re
garded by partisans as a foregone conclusion, but 
as no fault could be found with the manner in 
which he performed his duties, some other charge 
had to lie trumped up. The affair is most dis
creditable to Mr. Carmichael and to the real or pire- 
tended head of the railway management.

Fifty Thousand Californians followed the 
remains of William C. Ralston to the grave. The 
Press of California, except such journals as were 
the interest of the rival bank, have published 
elaborate eulogies of the deceased and have pilloried 
the Press Agents who telegraphed statements repre
senting Ralston as a defaulter and a suicide. In 
Kan Francisco and all the centres of population his 
death is deeply lamented, and his enemies are the 
objects of popular indignati
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This theory and explanation of the difficulties ex
isting in the Consolidated Company we give the 
public as they haye reached us, apparently from 
good authority. There may be a good deal or there 
may be very little in them. If the statements are 
facts, they are apparently known' to but few pier- 
sons, except those immediately engaged in the con
test in New Brunswick and Maine, and such men 
as Mr. Emery, the celebrated railway lawyer of 
Portsmouth, N. H., who is also out against the 
Maine men, whom he formerly championed, and 
probably one or two influential railway men in the 
West, who are said to hold a similar jiosition 
antagonism to their old friends of the Bangor Ring. 
If they are not facts, it will not be difficult to prove 
their untruthfulneas ; and in either case the piublic 
cannot lose by their presentation.
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Alwington Manor.
Although retired from active employ, he still 

remained in the service. In June 1794, II. R.
Highness the Duke of Kent, then Governor of 
Nova Scotia, visited New Brunswick, accompanied 
by the. Duke of Clarence. The Royal Brothers
honored Major and Mrs. Coffin with their company Personal.—We notice that Mr. John W. Flem-
at Alwington Manor, and graciously permitted one jng, formerly proprietor pf the boiler works in 
of their youngest children a boy born a few days Lowcr C<)ve_ waa a fcw days ago elected Vice Presi- 
lEdward. ** ° nie< a ®r icm> ry dent of the Young Men’s Democratic Association

person, sdldierly bearing and gentle of the Twenty-first Ward, Brook1 
he brave càvalier, no doubt stood him four pretty strong candidates for the office.

cippKirtunity offered, .and com- • On Montihy, Hon. Edward Willis, 3l.«E.C.t?gave 
lotis exertions of such friends ais an -audience to a considerable number of Danes, 

in the Marquis of Hastings, the Lord Rawdon of the newly arrived, and bound for Hellerupi, who were 
^ American War, and Lord Dorchester, the Sir Guy anxious to make the acquaintance of *■»

Carleton of the Amerihan, War, under both of whom live qf the New Brunswick Government. They 
he had served, obtained for him the rank of Lieut- were introduced by Col.Shives,’the DominionjEnu- 
Coloncl in 1804. In 1805 he went to England, gration Agent at this port, and by the aid of ah in- 
where he was^receivetl with much distinction, and terpreter a very satisfactory interchange of views 
was presented to the j£ing by the coinmander-in- was carried on. The Danes were a hard looking 
chief. He returned tq his adopted country, New lot, but will probably make as good settlers 
Brunswick, in tli$t year, where lie occupied him- who jirecedea them to Hellerup.

not even
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Civic Taxes Elsewhere.—A Montreal gentle
man,—a young man, whose devotion to the inter
ests of his employers is pretty certain to lead on to 
fortune,—having called at The Watchman office 
one day this week, we were curious to learn what 
amount of taxes he paid to the city of Montreal this 
year. This gentleman harf an income of $1,200 to 
$1,500 a year, and keeps house in a central piart of 
the city. In St. John he would have to pay from 
$40 to 850, exclusive of water rates. In Montreal 
he pays just six dollars, besides water rates,—which 
are about the same in each place I Our readers 
will readily understand from such facts as these—of 
which thousands might be cited,—how far our sys
tem of civic taxation is contributing to build up St.
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