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 The Watchwan,

B., SATURDAY, SEPT. 25, 1875.

THE STRUGGLE IN THE CONSOLIDATED RAIL-
WAY COMPANY. -

There is something hard to be understood-in the
present position of the Consolidated European and
North American Railway, the New Brunswick
portion of which is popularly known by the name
of “ Western: Extension.” Only one thing scems
tolerably clear, namely: that “the leading powers”
in that Company haveallen out among themselves,
have come into deadly collision, and propose to
“fight it out on that line” altho’ the railway and
its interests should be hopelessly wrecked in the
end. It would seem that, at the recent meeting in
Bangor, there was a decided separation, Mr. E. R.
Burpee.and the holder of the proxy for the New
Brunswick Government’s stock having withdrawn
from the meeting after protesting against an elec-
tion of directors by their opponents of Bangor who,
they claim, were voting on stock the issue of which
was unauthorized and illegal. The main fact with
which we have to deal is that there is open hostility
between the two wings of stockholders in the Com-
pany, and this leads to the query, Why have these
men quarrelled, and what has Mr. Burpee to gain

“ILLITERATE” QUEBEC.

Even the bigotted, sectarian Freeman §s amazed
at the state of affairs revealed in the report of the
Superintendent of Education in the Prpvince of
Quebee. Here the schools of the majority—the
overwhelming majority—-are strictly ¢ religious,”
so-called, or sectarian. They are Roman Catholic
schools, pure and simple, the clergy having every-
thing their own way in the management.| Of 5,000
teachers, it appears that 1,757 receive salaries below
one hundred dollars a year! The worth of such
teachers, and the value of the education| imparted
in such schools, can be readily estimated. “ Very
fow,” says the Freeman, “ receiveover $400a year!”
Even the Freeman being the judge, the large num-
ber of Roman Catholic teachers who find more re-
munerative employment in the “ godless’! and “ in-
fidel” free, non-sectarian schools of New Bruns-
wick, are not as badly off as they would be if ‘this
model Quebec system were established 2s the law
of our Province. But these facts convey only. a
feeble impression of the utter worthlessness of the
Quebec “godly ” system, which'the clergy have been
nursing with such jenlous'carg for several centuries.
In that Province of a million and a quarter of
souls, with its population increasing rapidly,
there were in 1873 only 94 more schools than in
1872, the whole number in the former jyear being
only 3,381. As late as 1855, out of nearly amillion
of people, it seems that only 48,000 children in
these schools were *learning to write;”| this num-
ber was increased in 1873 to 127,000,—still a con-
temptibly limited number for so large a population.
About 88,000 “ read well,” 100,000 are|“ learning
to read grammar,” about 79,000 are in “simple
arithmetic,” 50,000 or 60,000 are being taught

by the quarrel, his interests having, app ly,
lain in the other direction, that is, with the Bangor
men and the Associate Contractors, for whose bene-
fit the large amount of stock in dispute was issued?

There is an impression that the fight is really
one for the future control of the line, apd one
theory credits Mr. Burpee and the New Brunswick
men with seeking to obtain their end by means of
the bondholders, with whose English ive

“book keeping, geography and history’—this in-
struction being given by teachers, onethird of whom
serve for less than $100 & year! Comparing these
figures with the returns which our own Province is
able to show under the system which the Freeman
has been assailing, obstructing and villifying,. it
will be seen that the Province of Quebet is far be-
hind us, although it should be in advance of every
other Province.

The Frcar:qn says, apologetically, that “it is

these gentlemen appear to be in sympathy, and
whom they are supposed to be patting on the back.
As the bonds are principally held in England, it
does seem possible, in the present crisis of the
affairs of the Consolidated Company, that an im-
portant advantage may accrue to the'party having
the support of the representative of the English
bondholders. The reason—so this theory asserts—
is not far to seek. it

The Company have not paid the interest on their
bonds due in June last. If the interest remains
unpaid for six months, the trustees for the bond-
holders on the line from St. Croix to St. John (of
whom Governor Tilley is the only one remaining,
the other, J. Edgar Thompson, of the Pennsylvania
| Central, having died, and the vacancy not having
been filled) may step in and take charge of this
portion of the road. We may therefore expect that
between the present date and December there will
be a fierce struggle for the control of the road, the
important point being the payment of the interest
now overdue. If the interest be not paid the bond-
holders will step in and control the read from St.
John to the U. 8. border, and those local railroad
men who, acting with the English bondhold

always e gly difficult to induce an illiterate
people to make sacrifices for the education of their
children.,” It may fairly be asked why| the people
of that Province as a body are so “1lliterate 7’ Why
are they so far behind their fellow aub{ccts of the
other Provinces in the matter of education? Why
are they notas well able to make “sacrifices for
their children” as are the people of | Ontario or
New Brunswick ? Quebec is the oldest Province
of the Dominion. The French population had the
choice of the lands along the St. Lawrence (as
their compatriots had in New Brunswick) and in-
variably chose the most accessable and the most
fertile, and such locations as offered the best com-
mercial advantages. They filled most bfthe{mh]ic
offices, drew most of the public salarics, and were
petted and pampered by J:c Governments of France
and Great Britain. They have enjoyed every
benefit which “their religion, their laws and their
institutions” were fitted to confer. They have had
their colleges, an army of priests and monks and
nuns, and far more than their just share of legisla-
tive recognition and public appropriations.. Then
why are the masses of the French of Canada, with

-

nlnml

arc “neat, not gaudy,” have leen supplied by
Messrs. Young, Hughes and Bowes and Evans,
The carpets, thus far, are from Messrs. Hegan.
Altogether, the building will probably prove a
comfortable home for the twenty odd officials,
whose dutjes will eall for their pretty constant
attendance.

Other cities than 8t. John are troubled by their
tax bills. In Breoklyn, New York, the subject
enters largely into aetive politi¢s, and candidates
for civic offices are obliged to come out squarely
for retrenchment. A few evenings ago, Demas
Barnes, one of the first citizens of Brooklyn and a
candidate for the mayoralty, in addressing a
meeting of the eléetors gave speeial prominence to
the taxation question. “ Hcre you are, in the
Eighth;Ward,” said Mr. Baraes, “one of thc most de-
lightful places that any city in the world occupies.
Living near the Bay, and with a location easily
drained, and with pare air, its surroundings make
it one of the finest guarters of the City. Yet your
lots, I am told, ean only be sold for one half what
they are worth as eompared with other cities.”
How remarkably like 8t. John! * What is the
reason ?”’ asked Mr. Barnes; and he answered his
own interrogatory promptly and satisfactorily.
“When we undertake to go down to the question
of values of property, we find that it depends on the
expense put upon it. Every onc per cent. of tarput
upon property reduces its valuc just sizteen (16) per
cent.” Such a statement is well calculated to lead
to serious reflection, and ought to suggest to every
property owner the importance of taking an active
part in the management’ of civic affairs. This
point Mr. Barnes urged strenuously saying :—“ The
question of reform ‘in government is important to
all. Where should it begin ? | Neither Washing-
ton nor Albany” [eorresponding to our capitals,—
Ottawa and Frederieton] “in one sense .of the
word, was to be cared for, but every man cared for
his own ncighbourhood and his city. No }n;mon
could be patriotic oF public spirited until he had
acquired enough of this world’s goods, until he had
Ieisure to pass an évening with| his neighbors and
take an interest in public affairs. The rich man
had more interests 4o protect, and that was the rea-
son he paid more attention to this rather than the
poor man.” M. Barnes then spoke of the City
Government, saying that no one man was respon-
sible for its corruy and the| enormous addition
of thirty-four millions to its debt since 1864, a debt
greater than that of the United States at several
Fcrim!n of its history. The laboring man was the
bulwark aud support of all nations. “It was to
uch an uudwnco'u' this that every nation, every
State, and every eity was obligated for the support it
received. The last two years had rolied upon us a
bad Government. We had secen men who said a
national debt was & mational blessing, while their
hands were clear up to their shoulders sigaling
from the Treasury, * * * Since 18;}5%01'0
had been Senators, Mayors, Aldermen, Supervisors,

.etc., both Demoeratic and Republican ; but when

the tax bills came in, in December, they were found
to be gradually inereasing every year. This great
taxation was sustained to support contractors, at
treble prices, to sapport commissions, men who

all these advantages in their favor,—advantages
superior to._any p d by the inhabi of
any other Province of Canada—so [illiterate?”
It would seem that with such a start ip life as the
French of Quebec had, they ought to have outstrip-
ped every other division of the pppulation of
Canada in worldly prosperity, in education and

a share in that control, will' have a most important
lever with which to force the Maine men to come
to terms. This theory stems plausible, and helps
to an understanding of some of the movements at
Bangor which, at the time, seemed inexplicable.
If, on the other hand, the interest be paid before
the expiration of the six months, the bondholders
can have nothing to say in the affairs of the com-
pany. The men, then, who have broken with the
Maine party and are relying for victory in the con-
test on expected aid from the bondholders, are in-
terested in preventing the payment of the interest
within the time allowed. If,—so runs the theory,—
they can so embarrass the finances of the Company
as to keep them defaulters, they will have secured
a potent weapon with which to fight their adver-
saries, and it would seem that, to ensure victory to
this wing of the Company, even bold measures
may be necessary. \

No doubt, the attachment recently issued against
the Consolidated Company’s funds and other pro-
perty, at the instance of Mr. Ruel and Mr. Burpee
—Mr. Jardine being absent in Europe, and Mr.
Jones, another of the end of the dish d

, get | r

t, in enterprise and genuine progress;
whereas they are to-day the least progressive, the
least enterprising, the least refined, and the most
superstitions and igaorant of any of their fellow
nu{)jects. -1t is, indeed, a melancholy fact that the
French masses are but the combustible material
with which clerical leaders and i are

serve without pay, but go in poor and come out rich,
uperi d of bui dings, public charities, etc.,
all with large salaries.”

Mr. Barnes’ remarks apply, on many points, to
St. John as well a8 to Brooklyn. The increase in
taxation in this e¢ity may well alarm property
owners, while the worst feature is that those citizens
who are the least to pay are in proportion to
their means the most heavily taxed. A deprecia-
tion of property,—as pointed out by Mr. Barnes,—
must necessarily follow excessive taxation, and the
prospect of this adds to the alarm now only too gen-
erally felt. Then 8t John, like Brooklyn, is main-

continually threatening the peace of the Dominion;
for it is with the aid of this ignorant material that
designing Quebec leaders are enabled to interfere
with the internal affairs of other Provinces and
create “North West troubles " and { New Bruns-
wick School difficulties,” while, left to themselves, at
home, the people figure in anti-vaccingtion riots and
Guibord-funeral riots. The Freemanlought to ex-
plain why it is these people have tor so many genera-
tions been so “illiterate.”” All the world can see that
being * illiterate,” they are more easily moulded
and handled by clerical and political demagogues
of their own faith, but, doubtless, the, Freeman can
find some other reason for keeping thesc people so
long in their “illiteracy.”
————————
THE NEW POST OFFICE.
B e
— The
thelr Quarters.
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The new Post Office, strange to say, will pmb;\-‘

paper, probably not having been consulted,—would
have proved a serious embarrassment, had not the
Company warded off the blow,—so report says,—by
mortgaging  their property in advance and with-
drawing their funds from their bankers; and stillit

is believed the attachment will arrest a consider- |

able amount both of property and money of the
Company. The issue of this attachment miy not be
a part of the prog , but it
answers the purpose as completely as if it were spe-
cially designed to that end. Again, the tel

of embarr

bly not be pied before the new year, although
the work for which Messrs. Causey, Sterling and
Emery contracted was finished some|time ago, and
the contract has been taken off' their hands. We
are glad to know they have performed their work
to the satisfaction of the Board of Works, and thus!
‘justified the late Government in entrusting lo them
the construction of this fine building. Very few
mechanics are now at work in the |building,—on’
Wednesday only one or two were thére. The delay
in occupying the building is said|to be due to

ment of the Jewett Estate difficulties come in just
now to operate in favor of the men at this end of
the line who are fighting G. K. Jewett, E. D. Jewett
and their friends of the “Consolidated,” since it
keeps the latter deprived of that credit and standing
in the business community, with the aid of which
they might finance to pay the overd

andso

delay in ging for the b Py , the
contract for which has just been given to a Boston
house, although there was very slight diffurence
between their tender and the offer [of r ibl

ing an army of officials, and the last thing that
the Common Cotngil thinks of is the feasability or
the propriety of reducing any official’s salary or
abolishing ln'oﬁw.l The peo[:le, however, are be-

are tasteful in design, and scem ‘wcll!
adapted to the bullding.  The regjster grates, which |

= e e
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GENERAL JOHN COFFIN.
inieresting Sketeh of n ‘l’.omnrl_.‘le Man.
—Ifow the Loyalists served thelr King.—
General Coffin as & New Drunswicker.—
His Westfield Resideange.

The Canadian Monthly for September contains a
most interestingarticle entitled  Relicsof Loyalty,”
from the pen of a United Empire Loyalist. Itisa
history of the Coffin family, of whom the Hon.
Thomas Coffin, of Shelburne,| N. S, Receiver Gen-
eral of Canada, is a member., From this very in-
structive article we learn that the Coflins, in the
person of Tristram Cofliyn—left Brixton, near

Plymouth, England. in 1643—twenty years afler

the Mayflower came over,—landing at Newburyport,
New Hampshire ; moved thence and settled for a
time at Haverhill. In 3662 he bought onc tenth
of Nantucket, Ireland, where he died in 1681.
Several of his sons and relatiyes filled public
positions of importance. Thence the family moved
to Boston, leaving, however, numerous Coffins to
perpetuate the name on Nantucket shore. In the
fifth generation of lineal descent from Tristram
Coffyn, wehave William Coffin, of Boston, a trader,
who died in 1774, leaving four soms, Ebenezer,
Nathaniel, John and William, all staunch loyalists,
—their sisters, however, marrying into Boston
families and’ taking the side of the *rebels.”
Ebenezer, the oldest, was father of Thomas Aston
Coffin, long private sccretary to Sir Guy Carleton,
afterwards Governor of Quebec, by whose influence
the secretary was appointed Commissary Gen-
eral of the British Forces in Canada. Nathaiiel
Coffin was for a time cashier of the King’s Custotns
in Boston; he left the country when the Royal
troops withdrew in 1776 and went to England, ro-
turned to New York in 1781 and died on landing.
He left two sons, afterwards General John Coflin
of New Brunswick, and Admiral Sir Isaac Coflin,
Bart. It is the history of this General John Coffin
that we desire more particularly to quote: —
The descendants of Nathapicl, to wit, General
John Coffin and family, made for themselves a
P’lncc and a name among the oarliegt'se(tlcm of New
drunswick. John, his untle, with a wife and
eleven children, came to Quebec. ; Both of these
families sacrificed much in the cause of their king
and country, accounting it as nothing, for the sac-
rifice carried with it enough of honour to be its own
reward. Nor was the reward wanting even in the flesh.
The greatest of nations cannot restore to its des-
poiled adherents houses and lands, the proud re-
sults of honest labour, or the scenes of early aflec-
tion : but all that could be done was done. The
nation was not ungrateful to those who had earned
its gratitude, and who knew how to utilize it. Em-
ployment, petence, and 1 le advance-
ment in the public service were offered fréely to
all. The men of these families: were not wanting
to themselves or to their opportunities, and, as may
be shown hereafter, have not failed, each in his

allotted sphere of duty, to justify the modest motto
of their family— |

Extant recté fagtis preemia.

General John Coflin, of New Brunswick, wasthe
eldest son of Nathaniel Coffin, above mentioned, a
merchant of Boston, and was born in 1756 ; wassént
to sea at an early age, most probably in a ship
wherein his father had an interest, and became
chief mate at the age of dighteen, navigated his
ship to England in 1774, where the Government
took her up for the conveyance of troops to Amer-
ica. He brought out part of a regiment under Sir
William Howe, reached Boston on the 15th June,
1774, and landed the regiment under Bunker Hill
the day of the engagement, the 17th. Young, en-
thusiastic, and full of fight, he contrived to play so
conspicuous a part in the action as to lead to  his
presentation to General Gage, who made him an
ensign on the field. Not long after, e was promo-
ted to the rank of Heuténant. 'In-1776 he was de-
tailed to New York, where he raised a rifle corps,
called the Orange Rarigers, of which he was made
commandant, and from which he exchanged into
the New York Volunteers|in 1778. He took past
in the battle of Long Island, in 1777::in these:of

ginning to r

ions|o

especially to the t its C i

Ger n and Ste. Luci¢, in 1778; in Briar Creek,
1779; and Camden, 1780, Being ordered to the

: nt, Yy —
more publicity to the proceedings of the Council,
more deference to public sentiment,—and a lil.'t.l
less of that haughtiness which might lead the
ignorant to sup) our Councilmen were the
masters rather than the servants of the people.
When these all im&onant gentlemen, — the
Countilmen and the Corporation employes,—be-
gin to regard themselves as above those who elect
them and pay , then the time has come for
the electors to resume the reins and find others to
filf their places.

S - |
HOW RAILWAY OFFICIALS ARE DISPLACED.

The meanness of some Reform politicians and
the extraordinary mses to which the ‘Government
railways are being put, have just been demonstrated
in Nova Scotia, a8 the following correspondence
shows: —

GLENGARRY, Sept. 18th, 1875.
To the Editor of the Pictou Standard :

Sir,—Having been dismissed from the position

of Station Master at Glengarry, on the Intercolonial

thern States, he there raised a corps of partisan
cavalry, composed chiefly of loyal planters, inspir-

by the cavalier spirit of the early settlers. f-
fin and his corps took a telling part in the actions
of Hampton, Hobkirk’s Hill, and Eutaw Springs,
all of which were fought in 1781. General Greene,
one of the ablest of the lieutenants of General
ington, endeavoured o loverwhelm the ‘British
Commander, Colonel Stuart, who. had fallen back
on a strong position at Eutaw Springs. Greene
was supported by Colonel William Washington,
adlslt.ingnished partisan leader, with a numerous
caval
Washington Irving, in his * Life” of his great
namesake, relates how the advance on Eutaw was
averted by Major Coffin with 130 infantry and 50
cavalry ; and, further on, how * Colonel Washing-
ton who had rashly dashed forward with hisdragoon:
lost most of his officers and many of his men, Iuﬁ
a horse shot under him, and wou{d
had not a British officer

have beewslain
interposed, who_took him
prisoner.”  This version pf the story is the truth,
though not the precisé truth. The fact is, that the
two leaders of ‘the cavalry on both sides, the one

P , the other ng the retregt, came into
ggzémznal collision.: Both were !:owerfn men, 8|
i

Railway, L leave to forward you the following
information affecting the cir ttending]

my dismissal, in order that the public may have an
opportunity of judging of the facts.

On the four! of August I received the fol-
lowing letter from Mr. Luttrell :—

. Assistant Supt’s Oﬁoe,}
limoacmnélhl' B., August, 1875.

MR. FRASER, engarry. {

DEAr sm’Lj Ihti'natmcwd by the General Su-
perintendent to inform you that your services will|

P
parties in our own city. |
On the main or ground floor carpenters are pre-
paring to erect the necessary partitions which will
parate the working staff of the|St. John P. O.

prevent the intervention of the bondholders. This,

from “the public,” and to place in “position the

too, may not be a part of the prog of emb:
rassment, but it seems to be most opportune, in fur-
therance of the designs of those whose game will be
best served by failure to pay the interest.

Ip connexion with this matter, and as evidence
of the hopefulness of those who are fighting the
Maine men, it is stated that there is under discus-
sion a proposal to buy. or lease from the bondhold-
ers the line from St. John to the 8t. Croix, and the
names of E. R. Burpee, Alexander Gibson and
others are mentioned in connection with the pro:
ject, and that the scheme to bridge the St. John at
the Suspension Bridge will berevived. As regards
the latter feature of the new enterprise, it is, of
conrse, hopeless, for although Premier Mackenzie
promised Government aid to such a work on con-
dition that the railways west paid half the expense,

large ber of bexes (said to be [from 1,300 to
1,500) d d for the dation of those
who prefer to receive their mail matter at the
office; and to aid in facilitating assortment. The
boxes to be hired will all be lock boxes, the neces-
sary brass protection, locks, keys, dtc., being sim-
ilar to those in use in the leading United States
offices. There will be drawers for {the newspaper
‘proprietors, bank managers and others who will
need more space than an ordinary box affords.
Messrs. McAvity, it is said, will supply the brass
work for the boxes. |

The St. John Postmaster and Asgistant Postmas-
ter,—who will have offices partitioned off on the
Princess St. side ; the Stamp Office| clerks,—whose
position will be in front and to the left of the main
entrance ; the delivery clerks, who| will stand im¢

his Minister of Finance has just i d that no
new public work of any description will be under-
taken in Canada, the finances of the country being,
in his opinion, in a deplorabl diti And, be-
sides, the very fact of the parties chiefly interested
in the Consolidated Company fighting each other
for the control of this road, will reduce the chances
of any funds being forthcoming from- this railway,
even if the insolvent condition of the Company
were not & sufficient bar.

This theory and explanation of the difficulties ex-
isting in the Conselidated Company we give the
public as they have reached us, apparently from
good authority. There may be a good deal or there
may be very little in them. If the statements are
facts, they are apparently known to but few per-
sons, except those immediately engaged in the con-
test in New Brunswick and Maine, and such men
as Mr. Emery, the celebrated railway lawyer of
Portsmouth, N. H., who is also out against the
Maine men, whom he formerly championed, and
probably ‘one or two influential railway men in the
West, whe are said to hold asimilar position of
antagonism to their old friends of the Bangor Ring.
If they are not facts, it will not be difficult to prove
their untruthfulness; and in either case the public
cannot lose by their presentation.

ST P SOGE
Civic TAxes ELSEWHERE.—A Montreal gentle-
l man,—a young man, whose devotion to the inter-

ests of his employers is pretty certain to lead on to
fortune,—having called at THE WATCHEMAN office
one day this week, we were curious to learn what
amount of taxes he paid to thecity of Montreal this
year. This gentleman has an income of $1,200 to
$1,500 a year, and keeps house in a central part of
the city. In St.John he would have to pay from
$40 to 850, exclucive of water rates. In Montreal
he pays just siz dollars, besides water rates,—which
are about the same in each place! Our readers
will readily understand frem such facts as these—of
which thousands might be cited,—how far our sys-
tem of civic taxation is contributing to build up St.
John. ’

diately in front of the maip entrance ; the assort-
ing clerks, the letter carriers, and in fact the whole
staff of the St. John P. O., will be accommodated
on this main floor, except, of course, the care taker,
Mr. George Bell, who will reside in the basement,
where three rooms have been fitted up for his ac-
commodation,—and very scant quarters they seem
to be. There is a seecure vault on/ the main floor,
and from‘the assorting and delivery room there is
direct access to the upper stories.

On the second floor are the offices of the Inspec-
tor’sstaffand the Money Order Department. Mr. Mc-
Millan has selected the office on [Prince William
St., next to the Bank of New Brunswick ; adjoining
is a comfortable lavatory and closet. Mr. Paisley
takes the other Prince William St. office, the one
overlooking Chubb’s Corner. The Inspector gets
the most sunshine ; the Deputy pecures the best
view of the fashions and of Furlong’s. Mr. Whit-
taker’s office is next to Mr. Paisley’s, on Princess
St. The Brussells carpet is ready for laying in
Messrs. McMillan’s, and Paisley’s offices. Mr.
Everett and his staff will occupy|a suite of three
offices, Mr. Everett having a very ccheerful room in
the northwest corner, overlooking the Carleton
Ferry landing and the harbor; the other two offices
adjoin, on the Princess sig¢et side] The rooms.on
the opposite side of the hall from the last mentioned
include closets, common Yo the occupants of this
flat, and store rooms in connection with the In-
spector’s suite. The occupants of this story enter
the building from the alley on the Bank of New
Brunswick side.

The upper story of the building, which is un-
finished, is divided’ into rooms,| but nothing has
been decided as to the use to which this part of the
building will be put. From it stairs lead to the
roof, whence a magnificent view of the city proper,
Portland, Carleton, the harbor, the shipping, etc.,
may be-obtained ; and to the Tower, in which “the
clock” is to be pliced. It is nnderstood that the
Dominion architectis highly pleased with the work
on the building. The gas fittingd, which have been
supplied by Mr. Rowan, who executed all- the

not be req a8 Agent at Glengarry Station on
and after 15th September next.

The cause of your dismissal is a complaint pre-
ferred against you by Mr. John Fraser, of Hope-
well, who states he was grossly insulted on the plat-
form of your station at the time of the recent election

trial. f

The General Superintendent states that it must
be distinetly if employees on the rail-,
way will inﬁw-ﬂﬂn‘bmrfei-ing with politics, they
cannot do so and remain in the service of this raij-

way.
Iy therefore send you this notice in obedience with
instructions received.

(Signed) R. LUTTRELL.

1 wrote to Mr. Brydges on the 27th ultimo, ask-
ing for a copy of the charge, but received no reply,
and also on the 7th inst., but no answer yet. In
reference to insulting John Fraser, during the late
election trial, it i8 void of truth. T did not spcak
to him directly or indirectly, during the wholg
time of the election trial nor for months before or
after.

Yadurs, very truly,
JouN Fraser.

It will be noticed that Mr. Luttrell, in his first
note, assumed to know all about the cause of Mri
Fraser’s dismissal. In the sccond note he pro;
fesses to know nothing about it,—two positions so
diametrically opposite that if the writer were nof
Mr. Luttrell, it would scem scarcely possible that the
two letters could have proceeded from the same
writer. The important feature of the case, hows
ever, consists in the fact that the crime charged
against John Fraser, the railway official, occurred a
year ago, and no aetion has been taken in all that time
to punish him. The charge does not appear to
have been brought to the| station master’s notice;
he was not questioned in regard to it; in fact, he
knew nothing of its having been preferred
until he received official notice that this concealed
charge was the means of depriving him of his office
and his livelihood. The éxplanation of the whole
affair, however, is found in the fact that a year ago,
at the election conrt held in Pictou County to test
the validity of Mz. Carmichael’s election, this John
Fraser, station master, wag a witness, “and, in obe-
dience to a kubpena, gave evidence before the
court to the effect that he had been threatened by
Mr. Carmichael with the loss of his office, if he
presumed to vote against him at the general election
in February, 1874. Mr. Fraser was not at that
clection court im the capacity of a witness on his
own account. He was there by compulsion of law,
and he was bound fo answer the questions put to
him.” Mr. Fraser's ultimate dismissal was re-
garded by partisans as a foregone conclusion, but
as no fault could be found with the manner in
which he performed his duties, some other charge
had to be trumped up. The aflair is most dis-
creditable to Mr. Carmichael and to the real or pre-
tended head of the railway management.

e S .

Firry THOUSAND CALIFORNIANS followed the
remains of William C. Ralston to the grave. The
Press of California, except such journals as were in
the interest of the rival bank, have published
elaborate culogies of the deceased and have pilloried
the Press Agents who telegraphed statements repre-
senting Ralston as a defaulter and a smicide. In
San Francisco and all the centres of population his
death is deeply lamented, and his enemies are the
objects of popular indignation.

i| weapon at

, and ?ood , and neither
inclined to cry * hold, cnough.” The scene of the
conflict was the top of a dyke or narfow road, with
water at each -side. = Washingtop’s horse swerved
or jibbed ; in bringing him round the rider drew a
pistol nnd’ fired, but missing his'mark, shied ‘the
his -antagonist, knocking him off his
horse ; but the effort and the delay had isolated
him from his following, his horse was shot undeér
him, and he was taken prisoner: 'We may be sure
that Coffin would have interposed had there been
any risk of his being slain. 1t is still more sure
that these two brave men, who had kmown each
other well in private life; with a grim joke at their
mutual mislm(];s, rode back to camp to share the
same meal and the same|tent.

At the close of the conflict in Virginia, Coffin!
received ffom Lord Cornwallis the'gift'of a hand-
some sword, accompanied by a letter coferring on;
him the rank of Major by brevet. Not being in-

Ty. Coffin and his troopers were with Stuart. |

plen- | oaths, an

— ol

self in improving & valuable property and continu-
ed in a eareer n%ive public usefulness. He be-
came Mémber of the House of Assembly for King’s
County, a Member of Council, and Chief

trate for King’s County for many years, Commis-
sioner for the Im!hm:i &c.

In 1811, the impending struggle with the United
States aroused all the war-like instincts of the old
partizan ; he snuffed the battle afar off, and at once
offered to raise a regiment for local service. Early
in 1812 he had under his command 600 men, ready
for the field, which enabled the Government to
send the 10dth regt: on to Canada, then hardly
pressed by invasion. In 1812 the regiment known
as the *“ New Brunswick Fencibles,” mustered 600
strong, composed of young men, the'friends and

ighbors of their respected der. ‘At the
peace of 1815, the Colonel was promotedts the rank
of Majpr-General, the regiment was disbanded, and
Genersl Coffin returned to -pay once more. By
the sl progress of semiority he rose, at last, to
the top of the Army List ‘as the oldest general
officer, and having,  for many ~years, xm‘md in
his residence between England and | ffhml-
wick, died at last, at the b of his son, Admiral
o Towmend t—m.g:% “County, on th
12th May, 1838, 3«! 8%, foregoing h
has been eg)ilonu from a more lengthy memoir

iled by his youngest son, Admiral

, but the writer of thie, who knew
the General well in his . later Lﬂ, recalls with
affectionate recollection the noble presence and
g } of the :chival -old soldier,
a relic of the days in which giants were, in stature
and in heart true to his king and country, a hum-
ble Christian and an honest and brave man, who

united to the heroism of a Paladin the'

of the pioneer, and when he could no serve
his Prince in the field, served him still better, by
creating a new realm of civilization and progress
in the heart of the primeval forest. . Hisname will
ever be held in henor in New Brunswick. -

mains of General John Coflin lie in the little grave-
yard at the foot of Long Reach, adjacent to the
farm known as Brittain's Point at the mouth of the
Nerepis, and ‘now owned ‘by Mr. Woodisan, A
simple stone marks the old General’s resting place.
The Woodman property forms part of what was
formerly known as Alwingten Manor, a large tract
of Tand granted to the General by the Crown. An
aged resident of Clifton who called at Tug Watcn-
MAN officc on Thursday regollects visiting the
General at his residence,a few miles up the Nerepis.
The place is now owned or occupicd, we belicve,
by a M. Eccles. i -

e

ProursirioN.—The following is the most im-
portant of the series of resolutions passed by the
Temperance Convention at Montreal ;— s

4. That in order that a’Prohibitory Liquor Law,
when passed, may bave that sympatliy and support
so I hly y to its ,ilﬂthc-.
opinion of this convéntion that the Dominion Par-
liament should be urged to enact such a law, sub-
jeet to ratification by popular vote. -

We don’t think anything of the kind is possible
under our Constitution. Up to the present time
our Parliament has ‘not passed & Taw “subject to
ratification by the popular vote,” in the sense here
intended. As a matter of fict, but ina différens
sense from the suggestion of this ¥esolution, all laws
enacted by the Parliament or the Legis-
lature of a Province are * ratification by
the popuk ”» s 1 i1 3 e X T4
afford to the electors oppos 4' ities for either rati-
fying or condemning the le on of any session.
It may be taken for granted that Parliament will
not accept the permission so kindly offered by the -
Convention, which seems/to have been willing to do
almost anything rather than embarrass the poli-
ticians. The Government of Canada must, in the
end, decide this Wb i
the Government, ok theTdays silie
otherwise, must €x S

Tday, w S
eral millipns of rev 0y ‘and must be
The i‘aﬁoﬁdbliﬁ .

should be placed on the shoulders of the Govern-

ment and the politicians,

until this position is

adheredAd/. bl polititiarie %
ce men. There can be

at the Tem-
doubt that Pro-

or prevent, its i i
TR e o
think of advising the enacting of &
would be purely a nigtisure’of self-protection which
the G of the’ country and Parliament
should be prepared, to sk 5 {
hibifion, of{iﬂhﬁdif: m m
ent basis ? . S

“Tne SneLpurNe HORROR.”—This is tlnf
appropriate name given to the “tale of ‘the

S

| which ref anid ¢
the Nova Scotia captain anderew of ,
Jones. 1t will be remembered that various sus~
picions and ruiiiofs were ‘afloat’ ifi Yegard to the
condugt of, Capiain Swaine, ahd.thy erew. of this
vessel in their treatment of two unfortunate young
women named Sutherland, whose father, crazed by
Dis terrible loss, had ‘cotie 1o Believe that.
children-had - been M*h}f“. amen
vessel, who, to_conceal, their rime, had mu

dhe women and. sunk tho voesl. - Happily, the re
cent official investigation ordered ‘by the Gio v
ment of Nova Scotia, has'not bfought to lightssny
fucts which justify the grayer eharges. There is
nothing“to :show that in
their person at the hands of the schooner’s crew.
There is, fbwever, a large amount of evidence tend-

cluded in the capitulation of Yorktown, he with-!
drew to Charlestown, in| South Carolina, attracted
by the charms of Miss Annie Matthews, daughter
of William Matthews, of|St. John’s Island, to whom,
he was shortly after maried. Conspicuous and ob-|
noxions, he was eagerly sought for as one "of those,
malignants who should be smitten hip and thigh,
and had many narrow |cscapes from capture. A
story is told of him, which has been told of others
who, in like strait, stood/ not upon the order of their
hiding, but hid at once., On_one occasion, being
closely pressed, the fashion of the day w%in sal
vation; the gallant soldier took refuge uiider the
hoops of his brave mistress, which, seeing that he
was six féct high and proportichally’stalwart, must
have been no slight feat of compressipn, il

When Charleston was | evacuated, Major ‘Coflin:
made his way up to New York, crossing the Hud-
son, having eluded all attempts at his capture, and
presented himself at head-quarters, to the grcaﬁ‘
astonishment of his friends in the (British Army.
In 1782, 28th August, he was the subject of the fols
lowing general order: i

“8ir Guy Carleton, Commander-in-chief : Brevet.
Major John Coffin of the New York 1

ing to show that the girls 'Cp‘d&eﬂqd‘”‘
crew and left to thelr fates; ‘that Atheir cries to
¢ iy )

rescued were

Nova Scotigns, whei they MW wa
i ]| and poltroons and sought only their ‘own: :
that the statements of the captain and crew, i

ing fheir sworn“protest” !

of the vessel, were' fal ‘W

foully dealt wﬂﬁ,"mrﬂw*h; d

having been found in’ et Hottr §

covered after ahandon i :
Tie Bay VERTE ANAL—Drofesor,Hnd o

Kiugls College, Windsor, N. 8., has had p

in the Canadian Monthly an drlicle entitled %

Tve Phenomena andithe Tides of the Bay of Fundy.”

The object of the article, $f'it i gt fHolly" it

poseless, appears to be to suggest'to’ the readers of

the Monthly in-the Upper Provinces here are

great 1%obstacles; on the Bay of Fundy side,

having repeatedly received the public thanks of
the principal officers ynder whose command hé
has mrvetf‘and on the 8th Sept. 1781, (Battle ol
Eutaw Springs,), beinglonly 25 years of age, havs
ing distingmuhed himself very particularly, is, for
those serviees, appointed Major of the King’s Ame-
rican Regiment, vacant by the death of Majos
Grant.” i :

Previous to the evaduation of New York, and
probably in view of it,| Major Coffin and others,
who were looked upon by the victorious Repubs
licans as contumaciods beyond hope, and who were,
therefore, thrust out beyond the pale of redemption,
were shipped off by the| British Government to New
Brunswick, a magnificent country, but then unre-
claimed and unknown. .

At seven-and-twenty 'he laid down his sword and
took up his axe, ac(-og(llpani«l by a wife, delicate
and delicately nurtured, but full of spirit, threg
black meu and one black woman, all brought from
Charleston. He went to work energetically, hous-

and sstabliaked Kinnaltin &} o) .
on the river St. John, and in twenty years made
for himself a valuable |property, which he named
Alwington Manor. |

Although retired from active employ, he still
remained in the service. In June 1794, H. R.
Highness the Duke of Kent, then Governor of
Nova Scotia, visited New Brunswick, accompanied
by the. Duke of Clarence. The Royal Brothers
honored Major and Mrs. Coffin with their 1mmny
at Alwington Manor, gnd graciously permi one
of their youngest children, a boy born a few days

reviously, to be named after them,  Hepry
gldward. | <

The fine person, soldierly bearing and gentle
manner of the brave cavalier, no doubt stood him
in good stead when opportunity offered,.and com-
bined with the zealous exertions of such friends as
the Marquis of Hastings, the Lord Rawdon of the
American War, and Lord Dorchester, the Sir Guy
Carleton of the American War, underboth of whom
he had served, obtained for him the rank of Lieut-
Colonel in 1804. In 1805 he went to England,
where he was’feceived with much distinction, and
was presented to the King by the commander-in-
chief. He returned tq his adopted country, New
Brunswick, in that year, where he occupied him-

to the construction of this Canal. The Halifax

:Li.lm side of the e!iqtmve'u'y. The Press of M
,»We notice, taking its cue from MM
Young, is queuioning the m !i' ﬁ
But the deadliest blow to the: ‘the
extibguisher, was given the other da; ty the Re-
form Minister of Finance in his

ance constituents. Mr. Cartwright then
stated,”in_the clearest and most ' em

any new public works; they would com

which were under vuy,’ but :'7'0“” do notzli:: more.

The appropriations, therefore, "fo blic
n the

r
works will, next Session, for the first ‘imr
histo ig bei

of the-colntry, i 1
 tled policy of the GWJ:A :l
Canal being included among t
a farce is the Cominission

g the Dominion ‘lpm
merits of the Canal Scheme
F_iunee huing ‘Junk ﬁ'wlm:‘
should be saved to the country, whi
moment, ing to Mr. Cart not.
afford to pay for the mostusefl , and

works,
therefore, afford such wilfal
as the existence oﬁhil(?«llmiuv

PersoNAL.—We notice that Mr. John W.
ing, formerly . proprietor of the boiler works ‘in
Lower Cove, was a few days ago elected Vice Presi-
dent of the Young Men’s Democratic Association
of the Twenty-first Ward, Brook]
four pretty strong candidafes for li!
- - Bdward

who were

n
On Mondhy, lgn A Willis,.

an toa

newly arrived, and bound for
anxious to make the acquai

tive of the New Bruns

were introduced by Col. Shives,'the Domi
gration Agent at this port, and by the aid
terpreter a very nﬁa&ﬂy. interchange

Jot, but will probably make as good settlers

Chronicle treats the Q[@c}e.u an able. contribution \

that the Government did not intend to undertake
those

It may interest our readers to know that the re-- ">

to

T i e

4

i

L

was carried on. The Danes were a h n‘of h% .
o e

who preceded them to Hellerup.




