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to be feared, an insinuating tendency to Jeaqd their hearers and
readers from the consideration of the dvpravity of human nature,
the way u['rml«,-mptinn thruu_r;h the atonement of the Iuw-lnlzilling
Redeemer—the necessity of being born agrin—justification by faith,
repentance and oiher doctrines of o kindred character and t(-ndon«-.\;.
Let us then, I}H‘tln‘nn, that we may be lights in the world,” geek
L prayerful acquaintance with all those divine doctrines and holy
precepts, which the Book of God teaches, These are the on]

legitimate sources of deep Evangelical pietyin the soyl 5 and with-
out this deseription of piety, neither W€, norany other denomina-
tion of Christians ¢an prosper,

While our humbers have, within a fow y

there, we would ask, been a cm'rnspunding amount of vital Rel;-
cion in our heartg ? Are our Young Ministers Mmore zealous thap
their venerable predecessors in the sacred office 2 Are they in-
pired with a greater share of holy zeal, and g greater willingness
o encounter lmrflship and reproach for Christ’s sake ? Are they
more fervent in seeking by Prayer the truth as jt jg in Jesus, from
the Bible 7 Are the lay members of the Churches more conver-
ant with the Scriptures than were their Fatherg thirty years ago ?
Is their piety of a deeper character ? Have they less worldly con-
lormity ¢ Are they verging nearer that standard o christian ex-
cellence, which was so conspicuous in the days of Primitiye Chris-
ltamty ?

Without pretending to answer these enquiries, we would ex-
hort you to remember that oyr Opportunities fyr the enjoyment of
Spiritual privileges, and for doing 8ood in the cayse of God are
vastly inc reased, and that our Divine Master will require of us a
orresponding amouy . of genuine religion in oyp hearts, and of a¢.
live devotedness to his service. QOur de omination in this Province
lsevery year boconnng more numayroyg, We have now upwards
of five thousand members in oyr Churches, and Perhaps eight times
that number, who are sentimentally Baptists, ang belong to our
tongregations,

If every member belonging to oyur Comm. nion,
the enjoyment of his exalted privileges, we heve in connection
with us, more than one thousand family altars, upon which the ga-
trifice of a ¢ hroken and contrite heart” g daily offered to God :
ad we have more than five thousand sacred retreats, where pene-
tential hearts daily confess their sins, and through the merits of
the Saviony implore forgiveness,

‘hat might not such a host, by the divine blessing, accom.
phsh in the service of Christ 2 Let me turn to the ¢« Acts of the
Apostles,” and there learn how g few despised Disciples, in the
Midst of Persecution—without the agency’ of the Printing Press—
Without Religious Tracts or Newspupcrs, and when Commerce was
Wits infancy, within the brief space of less than half 4 century,
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