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‘What the People of Canada Are
Interested in About the
Grand Trunk.

Ceneral Grant in his autobiography
«uls how, as a boy, he negotiated for
iie purchase of a horse. . It was a
i.orse, or pony, he coveted for 'his
vwn use, and his father sent him to
(e owner o do the dickering. Asked
\what ‘he was’ wiling to pay, young
Grant repilied:

' “Father fold me to offer you
twenty Jdollars, and if you would
not take that to go up to thirty,
but in no case to give you more
than forty dJollars.

Necdless to sé.y, the neighbor got
orty dollars for the horse.

80 with thé Grand Trunk arbitra-

‘tlon, The government is represent-

‘ed by 8ir Thomas White and the
‘Grand Trunk by ex-President Taft.
Sir Thomas, on behal® of the govern-
wment, will say that he cannot poa-
sibly agree to a greater sum than the
‘maximum fixed by act o2 parliament.
Judge Taft, on behalf of his client,
will’ say the sum named in the act
of parliament is ridiculously low, but,
of course, if the government cannot
pay anything more that will be fhe
¢nd of the matter, Perhaps, however,
the cha!rmar; will say a word .for the
people of Canada!

More important to the people of
Canada is the problem of co-ordinat-
ing thé old Grand Trunk with the
National Railways. The whole fate
and future of the National Railways
hinges upon the absorpiion of the old
Grand Trunk into that system, More

. tham & year ago parliament passed

the necessary legislation and yet little

. hés been done toward bringing about
the necessary  co-ordination. Some-
thing, of course, has been accomplish-
¢d, and some work in the right dir-
ection is reponted to be going on at
o little station called Lynn, this side
uf Brockville, at this time. But, gen-’
erally -speaking, the co-ordination is
proceeding’ at what might be called,
without -:Iisrespecg a  snail's - pace.
Few newspapers in Canada, except
those sincerely devoted to public
ownership, urge more speedy action.
The Globe and The Mail are strangely
silent, and ‘we hear no great cry for

‘\speedy co-ordination from The Mon-
treal Gazette.

The foes ©6f public ownership ‘are
hoping in some way to prevent the
absorption of the old Grand Trunk
into the National Railway system.
They know that the National Railways
cannot pay their way or prove a suc-
cess until the Grand Trunk is made a
part and parcel of the system. They
seam -to know this and be acting upon
it ‘while the friends of government
ownership are soundly snoozing at the
switch,

. Premier Meighen should finish his
‘work. He had much to do with the
purchase of the Grand Trunk; he
should have everything to do with its
co-ordination, The over cautious man-
agement of the Canadian National
should be assured the government is
behind them.: This is no time for de-
lay or dread. The people are puzzled.
Whoever, therefore, is sleeping at the
switch should be waked .up. Engine-
dglver Meighen ghould blow the whistle
and ring the bell,

And there’s another thing *hat must
be watched: by our government: the
demand now being made by the rail-
way companies in the States for a re-
vision of the MacAdoo award as to
railway men's’ wages. The managers

»

oL

do not come down. The brotherhood
leaders say that the real object is to
disrupt the unions.
agers of our Canadian railways are
justifying the great increase in rail-
way rates on the high wages paid the
men operating the roads.

The World Pelieves that some ad—f

justment of this kind must be made
in order to keep the costs within the
carnings. Bui there
meat.

But if for no other reason than the
deficit our national roads are piling

1.p, the management must be immedi-!
alely authorized and ordered to go on|

the work of consolidating <he
Grand Trunk with the National sys-
There are too many bungholes

with

tem,
open.

Let in the Light.

Perhaps- the most important thing
foer Canadians to know at the moment
is the actual financial condition of the
Dominion, the veolume of taxation ne-
cessary to pay our way, and the pos-
¢oilities of doing this without infring-

p® on what may rightly be construed |

as capital. There is a saturation point
ip taxatlon, and if this has been

Main \va_v H

.00 per year in advance; or}|

the railways say that the roads |
will be put into bankruptcy if wages| °

And yet the man- |

must also be a|
drop in rent, in the price of coal, of|

THF CANADIAN DOLLAR: I think it's up to me to stick afounc_l home ‘{:unnng‘ the folks I know.

v’
curtalled expenditure. Many and var-
ied are the demands being made on
the government from those who think
that the government exchequer is as
an everlasting supply. These have to
be shown that the government can
only pay out what it receives, It is
just an aggregation of individuals, and
as each individual] must govern his
spendings by his receipts, so must
the government, ir Henry Drayton
in his next budget speech should try
and make matters of finance so plain
that the people will know just how
the country stands. During the war
matters of finance were a very second-
ary consideration, but now they are
all-important. Nothing will get Can-
ada back into sane and normal lv-
ing so quick as a real grasp of our

‘Obligations and the methods necessary

to wipe. them out.
The Timber lnmury.ﬂ 1

The ' timber investigation becomes
daily more involved, but the recall of
Mr, Harding or the withdrawal of
Peter White, K.C., must not be per-
mitted to stand in the way of having
a clean-up satisfactory to.the''people
of Ontario, if not entirely to . the
liking of the parties intimately con-
cerned. And if it requires going back
of the Whitney regime in the probe,
why let the enquiry go on. Casting
insinuations on ‘the personnel of .t-he
commissioners may be good camou-
flage, but. The World prefers to await
results and to give publicity to the
revelations that are being made. In
the meanfime, Howard Ferguson and
his near associates are giving Mr,
Drury a chance of going to the coun-
try before the next federal ‘electlon!

German Indemnity.

An indemnity award of $65,000,000,-
000 against Germany has been made
by the reparations committee. The
amount is staggering, but no more so
than the war ‘which was ,brought
about by the Germans., Some con-
siderate ones are suggesting that this
means commencial death to Germany,
but they fail to extend sympathy to
thousands of . Canadian and other
allied soldigrs, who are suffering from
a slow physical death from the das-
tardly poison gas and other methods
if such there be of inhuman war-
fare. The award means all the gold
now in existence seven times over.
But it is not in gold that the Ger-
mans have to pay. The ' German
penalty must be made to hurt if it is
to be ‘effective and at the same time
a solace to those who had unneces-
sarily endured the injuries of the
German onslaught. Lloyd George
says it will be hard to get the allles
to take German goods, but he has
hope of a scheme to that end.

Remarked in Passing.

Chicago lady says three out of every
four women smoke now, but that's in
Chicago,

* L *

In these days of a scarcity of homes
the city should go slow in placing the
ban on apartment houses.

* s @

Delaware State senate has passed a bill
to give highway robbers up to forty lashes,
not less than 20 years in jail, and a
heavy fine. With the lashes probably
both fine and imprisonment will probab’s
prove uanecessary, the lashes beingz
prolab’y encugh to stop highway rob-
bery if freely,enough admindstered.

* L] .

Fashion’s latest edict to the ladies 'is
“show the tips of your ears.” Mere man
was beginning to wonder if women had

| any.

- L =
If a start is made this spring with the
long-promiised clean-up of Yonge street
there will be grave risk of a few heart

failures among the late secessionists.
. L @

After the city -gets possession of the
street railway, Robert John Fleming may
be able to settle in one minute all the
agitation about increasing the fares, by

confessing that it is really not necessary.
* £l L

Should the Queen’s Park gentry raise
their salaries, the outlook ought to
brighten up for legislation permiiting the
oity aldermen to hand themselves a littie

reached there 48 no other remedy than[ extra dole.
'

AIRFORCEFLAG
 DESIGN APPROVED

Ensign Will Be Flown Daily
T ill Sunset at Head- .

quarters.

"London, Feb. 1.—The King has ap-
proved of the '‘design for a Royal Air
Force ensign. It consists of a flag
of Royal Air Force bilue, one-fourth
of which is occupied by a \i{xion flag
as in the maritime ensigns. _The
fourth below the union flag bears no
device, whilst centred in the remain-
ing half of the ensign is the Royal
Alr Force fdentification mark carried
by all British service aircraft. The
union flag in the corner of the en-
sign denotes its nationality, whilst
the color and the marking serve to
identify it as the ensign of the Royal
Alr Force. &

The ensign will be flown daily from
morning parade till ‘sunset at the
headquarters of the force, of areas
and independent commands and at
Royal Air Force stations. Hoisted
with due ceremony, it will be flown
at the peak of a mast and gaff, at
the masthead of which the distin-
guishing flag of the commanding of-
ficer will also be hoisted whenever
the -ensign is flown, except on those
occasions ‘when the royal etandard

or the personal standard of a mem-

ber of the royal family takes the
place of the  distinguishing flag of
the commanding officer, indicating
that the King or a member of the
royal family is present.

TO REPRE'ENT GREECE
AT LONDON CONFERENCE

Athens, Feb. 1—The council of
ministers has appointea a delegation
to attend the coming conference in
London at which the 'Turkish and
Greek | situation will be discussed.
Premier Rhallis, who will °head the
Jdelegation, will be accompanied by M.
Kalogeropoulos, minister of finance.
Ha2 will leave Athers, Feb. 7, and will
stop over in Paris for two or three
dayvs, 3

The premier purposes o0 arrive in
London several days befire the con-
fqrencg ia to b2gin in order to comfer

with persons high in British political
~1rcles.

Pope ‘Wo:l‘d Restore Normal
Life in Austria and Hungary

Rome, Feb. 1.—Pope Benedict to-

day received Archduke Joseph Franz |

of Austria, to whom the honors due
rovalty were accorded.

It was said todav that the pontiff
is greatly interested in the sgituation
in Hungary and conditions in Aus-
trla and is inquiring. as to the best
methods for re-establishing normal
life’ in both countries.

OPPOSE DOUBLE PLATOON.,

Kingston, Ont.,, Feb. 1.—The city
council has again gone on record as
oppos'ng the double platoon system
for firemen and will request the local
member of the legislature to aid in
preventing such legislation from be-
coming effective. Failing this, the
members will be asked to introduce
an amendment to, make it applicable
only to cities of one hundred thou-
sand or over..

PIONEER MISSIONARY DIES.

Winnipeg. Feb. 1.—Rev. John Sem-
mens, pioneer Methodist missionary,
aged 72, died here today. For many
yeans he had charge of the missionary
station of his denomination at Mer-
sey House and cother isolated posts
in northern Manitoba. Later ha was
pastor of various Methodist churches
in the province, and a“ter his super-
annuation was engaged with the fed-
eral department of Indian affairs. In
his younger days he held charges in
various western Ontario cities.

Biliousness

Means too much bile

in the biood: by a dom':::d
liver. Dr. Chase’s Kidney-Liver
Pills s« the liver right and
biliousness and headaches dis-
1 appear. One pill a dose.

3 25¢. a box, all dealers."

GENERAL ELECTION
RUMOR UNFOUNDED

Strenuous Denials Forthcom-
ing From British Coalition
Quarters.

London, Feb. 1.—Strenuous denials
are forthcoming today from different
coalition quarters . concerning the

statements which have been sedulously’

circulated during the last few days,
principally bty the Northeliffe press,
that a general election was imminent,
The Daily Telegraph, which supports
the coalition, but has always been
tinged with independence, declareg that
the statements have originated from
a mere spirit of mischief-making, and
adds that even if an election promised
good results from a party standpoint,
which it doubts, it would strongly
oppose an election in the near future,
believing that ite course would be in
the’ national interest as well as in the
interests of the genéral European
situation, ;

The . Telegraph denies that there is
any imminent bkreach in the ranks of
the coalitionists, remarking that Lord
Robert Cecil and Lord Hugh Cecil, who
have crossed the floor of the heuse
of commons, have long harassed the
coalition, and in making open rebellion
will carry few with them.

Meanwhile matters are warming up
in the Cardiganshire election, where
the local Liberals have rejected Cap-
tain Evans, the prime minister's sec-
retary, and bhave adopted instead
Llewellyn Williams., The fight geem-
ingly will rest between these two rep-
resentatives of the coalition and Inde-
pendent Liberalism. Mr. Williams an-
.nounces that hig candidature is not
against Lioyd George personally,
“who,” he w®says, “is the greaiest
Welshman living,” but that he is fight-
ing him simply \on behalf of the anti-
coalition Liberalism. It is understood

that the premier will personally visit
the constituwency to support his oywn
candidate and secretary.

COMMERCE BOARD
- ACTIVITIES CEASE
Ottawa Staff Is Released and

Offices Are Practically
Dese_rted.

Ottawa, Feb. 1.—(By Canadian
Press).—The board of commerce offices
today are practically deserted, the staff
has been released and the activities of
the board have ceased, at least for the
time being. It was announced saqme
time ago that the remaining members
of the staff, after the #rst cutting
down, were under notice to leave on
January 81, and today Captain W.
‘White, former secretary, then .chief
commissiuner, and who again reverted
to the position of secretary, is the only
occupant of the suite of offices which
housed the board.

There is a wvaluable collection of
records dealing with matters handled
by’ the board during its career, and
these will remain in the care of Cap-
tain White until parliament decides
what i1s to be done in the matter of
resuscitating the board.

EXPRESS RATES FINDING.

Montreal, Feb. 1.—W. S. Tilston,
manager of the transportation bur-
eau of the Montreal Board of Trade,
stated this morning that the finding
of the board of railway commission-
ers on the Canadian express com-
panies’ application for higher rates
will probably be announced in Ottawa
tomorrow, adding that an increase
will certainly be granted,

MAY AVOID BY-ELECTION.

Brockville, Ont., Feb. 1.—The Re-
corder and Times savs today that it
understands from a reliable source
that special legislation will be intro-
duced. in the house of commons to
enable Rt. Hon. Sir Thomas White to
occupy his seat for Leeds and Brock-
ville during the <coming session, in
view of his appointment to the G.T.R.
board of arbitration, thus obviating
the necessity for a by-election’in
that - riding.
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Continued From Yesterday’s World.
“By the way, Merriman;’ broke in
{zﬂﬂvo “Y(gl'cqu}.l necz Mr. Goods m‘:
' Van ‘Rensselaer to ~notk ‘

coroner about zerf‘ﬂlm of youis
arding the missing girl; your partial
identification of her as havlnt‘_tﬁm_
in ‘a dual role in the past?”’ 458
“Oh, yes, we didn’t mention it,” re-
piled Phillip, carelessty. °* II m
ained to the

bringing Yorke here this

him . all about it,” he e;

others. ' Then he turned to the detective,

“We have purg ot;reglves absolutely in your

hands, Mr, Yorke ™ ' G

‘The next morning, after = breakfast,

Yorke remarked: e ey v
“That’'s a fine dog, of. yours, Mr an

Rensselaer, - I'm something of & judge of

Russian wol myself, and 1 haven 5

seen a better bred dog in this country.
“Oh, Velsk has splendid points, I be-

lieve,” responded Robin indifferently.
‘“Too bad he’s hurt.” =

“Hurt? - Velsk hurt? mdn”'-t
it! Where dil you see him? Robin
roused ‘himse! :ér:glth a - tary effort
from his mi e apathy, 2

‘I just’ now heard of it frcm’ one of
&x-;:epr:usedm" abruptly, as the telephone

| shrilled suddenly in the hah.

word of apology, Robin
the others heard his

‘{Hello! Oh, Western Union, Yes, re-
peat it, please. Thanks, Good-by."”

He came back into the room,
quick glance at Yorke as he"ent

“It was merely & telegram,” he volﬂun-’
‘teered, *“‘from a regatlve whom I had no-
tified of our trouble.”

. Yorke understood. Paul Hildreth had
replied to the message which head raised
him to rwealth &x‘m the iliving tortu:

former position. <~ 4

dBﬁ.ore he could question Rgbin to leary
the contents of the telegram the latter
turned to him. ¢

With a muttigred
ran to it,. Sld
briefly uttered:

i jow, hurried tone, ‘“‘you were
mlt‘egb:utsthe knife. It did belong in
the kitchen, here.” y W op

After a few desultory interchanges O
remarks with Bertram and Phillip,. Yorke
sauntered essly from the room. ;

Once out on the vmndtg,h.. lﬂo{;wvgbt‘l:

rom 'his pocket e e
by .s Rensselaer, wi tﬂ‘l:
great hound at her feet, glanced a!
hastily, and thrust lth;mck lln his pocket,
Th he made- for the s €s. 5 3

He: found a man sitting tilted back i
his chair against the wall by the door,
idly polishing a‘harness buckle,

From this man Yorke ilearned that
Robin’s great Russian dog had been miss-
ing’ from about the piace all the pgevious
day until late in the afternoon, when
the coacdoman had seen him coming along
the back trail egxward the stables stag-

nd dazed.
%::lng;d with great violence and was
now, in a rather dangerous €O on,
locked up in the harness room, The dog
had been devoted to Mrs. Van Rens-
selaer,

asked Robin: “Will you tell miﬁ; e
tents of the telegram you receiv
morning? It was from Mr. Paul Hildreth,
was it not?’

“Oh, yes. The wording was simply:
‘Inexpressibly shocked and grieved. Can
I do anything? You see, it must have
been sent before the papers went to
press, which would have informed him
that it was not merely sudden death,
but—mu: g5

I see,”’ replied Yorke tersely,

Left alone to his cogitations, he sum-
med up the evidence his hand in all
its contradictory, many-sided aspecCis,
just as he had been turning it over in
his mind all the preceding night.

The miysterious girl who had masquer-
aded in the guise of a servant, her former
acquaintance with the taciturn guide, and
her sudden, significant disappearance;
the woman, Madge Ashley, whose friend-
ship for the dead wife was submerged
in her unconsciously, but none the less
obviously betrayed love for the bereaved
husband; the ocousin, Paul Hildreth.
whose motive would be d@o clear, and
whose gain by this sudden tragedy so
tremendous; and lastly, the impuisive,
warm-hearted boy passionate
adoration of his sister-in-law was as pal-
pable to the observer as Mps, Ashley’s
secret.

After rather more than an hour Madge
came to him,

“If you wish to see Mr. Van Rensse-
‘laer now, Mr.. Yorke, he is ready.”

On reaching the library he found Dysart
Van Rensselaer lying back jnertly on his
pillows, his eyes closed, his whole face
a ghastly . pallid mask.

As Yorke approached, the eyes .of the
sick man opened, and gazed eagerly into
his.

Yorke drew up a chair, seating him-
self by the couch, said: “Now, Mr. Van
Rensselaer, 'what disposa! was made of
Mrs.: Van Rensselaer's fortune -at the
time of your marriage?”’

‘“Until our marriage, she had left all
charge of it in the hands of the Empire
Trust Company, which had long been its
trustees. However, at our marriage, cghe
decided—much against my will, for T am
in no sense a business man—to transfer
it to me, entirely and without reserva-
tion. I placed it in the hands of my
agents, who are thoroly reliable and
trustworthy, and it has never been drawn
upon except for Victoria’s numerous
charities,” and these have not consumed
two-thirds of the interest on the orig-
.nal intact fund.”

“Mr, Van Rensselaer,” sald the de-
tective, “I want to learnm all I can of
Mrs. Van Rensselaer's state of ° mind
during the past few months.'’

Dysartbs haggard, sunken eyes opened
full on Yorke's. .

“Why do you ask particularly the last
few mpnths?'’

|“Does it surprise you?”’ asked Yorke
gently.

‘“It does, very pgreatly, for it is only
in the last year that Victoria has evi-
denced a growing but distinct change -of
manner—there have been occasions when
sher has scarcely seemed to be her real
self.”

“Please explain, Mr, Van Rensselaer.

“I am, as you know, an unobservant
man. I am at timeg—the greater part
of the time, I fear—wholly engrossed in
my studies, to the blind exclusion of
everything about me, but I ‘began to
notice that Victoria seemed very paie
and intensely mnervous.

‘“She seemed even to cling the closer
to me, and her little, tender, unselfigh
attentions to my comfort and care were
uanremitting. But she had seemed dis-
trait -and troubled, as if her thoughts
were far away, and were not pleasant
ones.

‘“‘She. was so much better by the early
summer, when we came up here, how-
ever ,that I should probably have thought
no more about it, if her aversion to my
work had diminished, but, on the con-
trary, it increased. She seemed to have
a lurkimg horror of crime and the study
of it, which, in the light of what
subsequently occurred, seems to have
been more than prophetic.”

‘‘Ag to money matters—yvou knew all
your wife’s affairs, charities and so
forth, I suppose?”

“Well. no, not all the details. She ran
a vacation home on Long Island for
the children of the slums, and she zwas
deeply - interested in an institution “for
the care of consumptive working women,
:.ind in various other charitable organiza-

ons.

“Several times last winter when she
asked for rather large sums from the
accruing interest on her estate, I quite
insisted on knowing to what ‘urpose
the money was to be put, fearing she
was again being made a victim by un-
worthy people, but she always. laugh-
ingly refused to tell me. She declared
she would not give me an opportunitv
to say ‘I told you so’ if events proved
he~ to have been again mistaken in her
Judgment

“And the ordinary bills—household,

tortionate.”

| Goodall, and Mrs. Ashley were playing

“Oh, by the wey, Mr, Yorke” he re-|

; 3 the arms “of . her chair.
denly. and grip the e

He had been hit over | gone

‘When he returned to the house Yorke | comp

R e S S
) yourse ! i "

nvariably. e bills |came to
on the first of every month™ ' .
“Mr, Van

about ‘bills? ‘Do you look them over, to

see that they are correct, b,eforegyyu ply b4
‘o ‘not. !
confess I do -

them?" ;
1”‘“No. I—I 1ndmfor‘ e

Ve no m : 3 .
The amounts seemed to T&'to be nn;
erally within reason—at least none o
‘them ever impressed me &3 being ex-

“And now, Mr. Van Rensselaer, one
last question, which will be painful to
you, but -which ¥ must ask u to
g:ndv::rl .Whﬁx; d.'l‘d ;ou last see Van
(-} alive % y
“Abo\:t.rm o'clock 'on the evening be—
Lo ey S ay: b e hre
Bove. leaving ghemm il _in_the living

room. Robin, my brother, Mr. and Mrs.

was chatting with
and made notes

bridge, and- my wif
?(? rl:engnm. I read,
ours, -
I'd -been fishing all day. with Goodall;
Merriman and my brother, the long,
unaccustomed hours spent in the open
had made me sleepy, 80 at a little after
twelve I retired for the night. I
ped at wife's door to speak
but, with my hand raised to :
heard feminine voices within, and not
wishing to disturb a mldnlght”-tote-u-,tete
I went on to my own room. 3 :
“You heard voices? How many? 2
“Only two—my wife's and another’s,
was Mr, Van Rensselaer's answer. '
“Have you benns; id;a kwho tg‘;. %tl;::
might have been?”’ Yorke's r /
alrﬁost indifferent, but his eyes nar-
rowed. " i
zes. It was Mre. Ashley.’/ I 'did
B e s o, seaiing we
n a low,
now :ﬁd then a monosyllabic reply from
my e, ; :
. "Did you hear any laughter?’ !
“Oh,, ¥m. Indeed, from 'the cquolm'
Mps. Ashley's wlfe. Iqm er
vaguely that my ‘wife must have another
S T e B
etin; comforting Vet )
@%tht. is all you kmow?"
G- 2 o v pnfin,
ately to sleep.”: . : R
When Yorke re-entered the bhail
others gmd disappeared, He found
alone. on the verandah, lying back in a
long, low chair, with her eyes wearily
olosed. They opened slowly at his ap-
proach, and she read something in his
face, which made her lean forward sud-

Ashley,’”’ he began, t pre-
amble, “when did you last see Mrs. Van
Ren :

her dry lips with her tongue—‘'‘when we
said ‘good night’ and went to our rooms
after .Fhe Goodalls and Mr. Mefriman had

“I want the truth, please,” he said
sternly, his eyes fixed steadily upon hers.
‘““The truth!. I—why, I have just told
the truth,” she borke off, p
‘Mrs. Ashiley,” Yorke spoke with un-
romising severity, ‘‘you have deliber-
ately withheld from me an incident which
it is of the gravest importance that I
should have known. I must ask you to
tell me, without further evasion,
what transpired between you and Mrs.
Van Rensselaer. the night of her death.’

“Rut there is nothing—nothing to tell
you!’’ she protested uncertainly. ‘It was
merely—that is, nothing occurred which
could have the slightest bearing on y
investigation!” H

“Mrs. Ashiley,” Yorke pressed her in-
‘exorably, ‘“you were the firet to discover
and report Mrs. Van Renssela~r’s deat
You were the last, so far as is kno
to have seen her alive. ‘The latter fac
you have suppréssed from the authorji-
ties, from the family and from me. Should
the ‘coroner compel you to speak, you
will be open to awkward and invidious
criticiam.” , i

She understood his veiled threat, and
fank back in her chair. {

‘“When you went' up L
accompany Mrs. Van Renssclaer to her:
room?* 4

“No. I—I bade her good night, as I
told you, and went to my own room. 'l
prepared to retire, but feeling unable to
sloep yet, I sat down to read by a low
light, My room is just down the hail
from Mns. Van Rensselaer's, and in
rather more than an hour after going
upstairs 1 heard—sounds in her room.'’

‘“What kind of sounds?” .

“As ‘i some one were crying softly.
I threw on my dressing-gown and went
down the hall to her door, She was sob-
bing quietly to herself—long, low sébs,
as if she had tired herself out, I knock-
ed gently. She did not answer, and the
sobbing continued, so I opened the door
and went in.” -

‘“Well ?** g

“She was seated on a low chair by
the window. and started to her feet as
I enterefi, but when she saw who it was
she threw her arms about my neck and
hurst into a passion of weeping. I suc-
ceeded in quieting her after a time, and
when she was fairly calm I tried to get
her to tell me the cause of her trouble.
~he insisied that it was nothing—she was
tired, had an attack of nerves, would
be quite all right in the morning. She
was sorry to have disturbed me, and ask-
ed me to promise to say nothing to
Dysart about it, that he worried so about
‘er, and there was really nothing the
matter. And that is all there is to tell.

“I begged and implored her to tell me
if she wasg really in some trouble so trat
I might help her, but she denied stead-
fastly that anything was wrong. Finally
I tucked her into bed and left her, clos-
ing ‘the door after me. I went to mny
own room. but could not sleep, and at
last, in desperation, I rose and took a
veronal powder, The deep sleep. which
that produced may account for the fact
that T heard no sound from her room
during the night, until T awoke with a
start in the early morning. You see,
‘Mr. Yorke, there is absolutely nothing at
all in that which can be of any assistance
to you.”

“And do you yourself believe Mrs. Van
Rensselaer’'s explanation of her tears?”

Mrs.  Ashley’s face assumed - an im-
passive, masklike quality which warned
Yorke that he was treading on hopeless
ground, and repelled further questioning
more definitely han words, 4

““There is nothing else for me to think,
or believe, Mr, Yorke,” she said colomy
“I was her closest friend. Had there been
anything for her to confide in any one,
she would have come to me.”

It was close to midnight when Yorkes
train pulled into the Manhattan station,

Late as it was, a bedlam of voices
shouting “wuxtry’’ in every pitch of which:
human vocal. cords are [ , assal
his ears. He held out a coin and took
the damp eheet an eager boy thrust into
his hand, using' under a street lamp,
in spite the rain beating upon him, |
to scan its flaring headlines, altho al-
ready he knew the gist of them.

One thing impressed him. It was a
picture of Mr. and Mrs. Van Re
leaving the church at Brookmede. after
their marriage.. The paper which had
printed it seven years before had resusci-
tated it from its ‘‘miorgue’’ and repninted

er,

The photograph had
with 00 reganrd to the
shadow, and the reprint was smudgy, and
in some places half obliterated, but the
expression on the face of a man who lin-
gered by the church steps stood out
clearly in the malignant intensity of its
expression.

After a long scrutiny Yorke folded the
paper, crammed it into his pocket, ana
(s:gina]ed the chauffeur of a passing taxi-

been hastily taken,
effect of light and

On reaching his apartments he founa
the caré of W. Starrett Bradfsld, one. of
the biggest lawyers in town and counsel
in chief for Peter Lowndes, the multi-
milllonaire, The card had been left by
the lawyer the day before and W

Yoat he wented, and then the Van Rens:
selaer mystery again

‘& °  the employment
had sent Mary Kelley to Mrs. Van Rense
‘selaer. Ail he found out there was that |
Mary Kelley had applied at the agency
@rm ‘and, as her refererces wert aii

viewed ‘one of the '
Alexander Ingrandm, wiun waom he
become

alive?” s
‘Why”—she hesitated, and moistened|.

stairs, did youl.
‘Nice boy, too. He's going' to marry a

| before him?*”

that s:.'lrl, Mary Kelly, to’
led |And -I'm not Franklyn Yorke here.

cffice Poy—anything. That will ‘acconnt
dnterest § > e
iit in connection with its story of the mur- | 16 yov wis

sented Phil'lip somewhat
Jack’s a pal of mine,

Suppose you
admitted Phillip.
—he'l understand, of course, when I

dressmaker’s, milliner's, doctor's, ac-

Yorke's super-efficient man, said Mr,

Was very-anxious to see e de~ |
For a'minute Yorke wondered

absorbed ell his

¥

»
P CHAPTER V.
" .Tangled Threads, Baffling Trails.
'HE next morning Yorke visited
) agency which

right, when Mrs. Van Rensselaer had |

ifor a mald they had sent her te

Mary.. But since the news of the mure |
der and the disappeéarance of wic &irl had
appeared in the newspapers the. ..d in-
vestigated the address wnicl su. s had
given as her nome, and found i ) be &
charitable institution and that no Mary
setey was known there.  Yorke next
sited the fSaancial district and inter-

well acguainted while ou anom
WE case. lugracam knew ine van rense
seners and ai thew iections  well,

‘but Yorke lcarned from him nothing con-
Serning them wiich he'did ‘0oL Airesdy
oned the fact that |

by his cousin’s |
at him In a

cerning them ¥
x‘mow..‘u.wm he
aeatn wue flnancler stared
.amazement, which spcedily gave
‘Way 10 INCrestlous il it .

My dear Yorse. ne.cwsvsculated ina |

slighuy Mi;u:t;emptuous tone. "uxut . you
realize you're ua ? s u
terly 3 It's—it's ugﬂ;ﬂnkﬁu@g
: ‘re on any such absurd track as
i b8 e a ¢rightful mistake!
'4s ‘the soul of honor, and
n it he wasn’t—even if he was dissi-
, and in_ such desperate fnancial
ts as you seem to think possible,
s ‘an unfounded .charge  brought
egainst him would ruin your, career,”

~T“Murder been done for less obvious -
'.‘“ : uf“m' obs ;

embarrassed, |
affairs have b
ed my advice
Bin e knbw i Setat il o
ind he's been a constant and
icome h:wtor‘o;t'im-g h,?&:lgu-;unw re-
added, inadvertently,
| “Until recently?’  Yorkerechoed again,
ggeleh? y. ‘‘His visits have discontinued,
n? v

“Well, not entirely,” Mr, Ingraham re-
plied, uneasily. ‘I have a warm liking
for Paul, but—to be frank with you, Mr,
Yorke—he's mot the sort of man I should
Cavuse for my v

“1 see,’’ sald

da.wnig upon
| "AS from the wmnlikelihood of ;
change in his immediate prospects,

would not have mattered to me had he
dbeen a man of monre ambit - calll

an idea she was taking a
sonal interest in him than
her, so I—1

. He understood, of course, and
hasn't affected our friendship or my tre=
gard for him in the least.” : y 2
| “Well,” said Yorke, ris.ng with the
manner of one all but econvinced,

-in-law, !
orke, a light auddon;y. :

! gested the Mﬂumy of
4211& not devoting so much attention to thiz, 3

b

won't take any meore ‘of your time, Mri -

Irigraham., O, by the wiy, do you hap-

friend of my daughter’s. Muriel Ken-
nedy, General Walpole Kennedy's niéce.”
“Do you think

“Can’t tell. He's young yet. He
a splendid chance in the service, and
he develops there's a big carger befors
him. I like the boy immensely.” .

- Yorke left the building with satisface
tion fairly radiating from him.. 4

“The motive—complete.” he  said  to
h.‘lmaelf/ If, exultingly. *“Of course, if he
can;prove an alibi, it quashes that
}:nlemi:] he ha:l “an accomplice. That in.
ernally mysterious servant complicates
matters, too. However, e
Hildreth will bear “watching.”

He turned igto Broadway and walked
rapidly uptown for a - block or two,
f:gmingdat a,nothe:-h om%gt:}mamg, entei=

a door on e ninf floor, which
bore the words, *‘Hami ]
Agency.” ' There he made arrangements
for a detective to trail Paul Hildreth. '

Next Yorke dropped in at the office
of “The Talk of the Town,” a lively
bublication ‘which “kept tab” on fash-
ienable people, and from a friend of his
there Jearned that Mrs. CoMn’ Suydam.
from whom Mary Kelley had ‘presented
a rwommendation, had lived in Parls
for some years. He even got the lady’s:

adaress in. that city and dispatched to

he, a cable messege.

, The stock exchange had
business for the day, when
ed the offlce of Jack
street, and that gentieman was busily
engaged in auditing his  various acd
counts for_ the day. :

suspended
Yorke reach-

He had scarcely entered Mr. Warde's '

outer office when Philip ‘Merriman en-
tered also. T
‘‘Hello, Yorke!” exclaimed that aston-
ished individual. “Dign’t expect to find
you here! On the trail of—"
«p Ha-hum!"” coughed Yorke warningly.
nfmt‘i:?‘zf tgu ;iee“Mr.Wthdo on a Mttle
7 ness., ‘have
i ere can we ‘have
mne, as Phillip reached his
I}.dsl.ooo"l’c l;ere. &zeggn, is Broome in
: ce?” as illip, '
thé clerk. P
:;No. sir, he's gone for the .day.”
Then come along in there,” saz Phil-
lip, drageing Yorke toward a smali pri-
Vate office, which opened on the right;
Warde won’t mind, and we
here.”
Yorke closed the door carefull
the;zn, and b!:hen said quickly: ¥ e
“Remember, Merriman, not a  woed
about the Van Rensselaer case or about

Mr. Wardo.

Mr.  Burke—Richard Burké—and . I e

information about my cousin May
nnderstand?  You can take me i“gl‘l@ and
introduce me to Warde.” if: you  will,
That will make him talk more  readily
and I want to know all he ean tell me
about that stenographer, I ‘used to ‘bs
n your employ, or your uncle’s, or
grandfather's; as clerk. or sales 1, or

for vour knowing me. and taking aa

“I will if you say R0, of course,” ‘as.
(q‘io:,guuuy. “But
an en hi
out the trick I've played on' h'i:x I;1“:']1.1
ror:undte 1?“1 ’me ‘lgke the devil. Couldn’t
you rm e truth, ang
7 ‘?{e b : nd  trust him
“My dear Moerriman.' replicl '
earnestly, “there are about twén,ts}’ o;l‘os:
pie tco many to whose discretion I
compelled by the exigencies of this case

to trust already
-y are right, of course,”
Jack’s a good felow
exp;;mln matters to him.”” §
“If it ever becpmes necessary,”’ -
zested Yorke. ﬁ“’hut ave yo};i Cs .
down in town?" ?

Continued Tomorrow Morning.

he has much of a career -

I think ‘my friend |

Warde, in Broad.

he added hurriedly, in a low
side. :

can talk

1

morrow night
within two weeks

: clain

gon of a deal wit
‘was repudiated-b!
tatives, who said
to Canadiens for

e o
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