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<•' tM 0{ tht DmbIbIm ! Its p«nrat of urtngt

MmmUm*, tlKraffli tiM otiwr provineM 1wt«

ftii hkd to resort to eompnlaonr lawt, the

lloMowliic eomklemtloai aro ubmitteil. If

lliio Mfumeat from tJie per cent of attend-

Moo ii ktsleallj valid, ao more telling one

eonid b« advaaeod a« a eonator attack to »mj
gOBoral offonoive on the laiiMs-faire theorr-

Aa ordinarily nnderitood and tm (onerally

CMapOtod the per «ent of average attendance

ia tM ratio espreeeod In hnndrodth* which
th« average number of pnplli d&Uy preaent

• . bears to the total enrolment for the tchool
' term, or for the eohool year, or sometlmeo to

tha average monthly enrolment; In ilmple

Tworda'it is the ratio between the attendance
aad the enrolment.

Tkt par ctit of attandaiica ii not compntad

{
In tha taaa maaiur in tlia dlffaront prorlnces
•r Is It bM«d on tka luna facton, and thara-

tmt proTldaa no naaonabto baala of compari-
•on H batwaan prorlncas In aatlmatlng tha
oompantlTa atatna of tbo attandanco of
ckooi ag ' chUdzan.

TUa average attendance ii computed in

everal diffr-ent wayi is the different prov-
ineot, boiog lo computed in lome province*
that Uiey £ive a very much higher apparent
[«re«nt relatively than the facta juetify. The
ipast generally adopted plan ia for e«ch

' aebool diatrict or for each section or unit
th«t aenda ia a report to the Department to
Mport the average daily atendanee made.
Thla fignre is the quotient obtained by divid-
ing the Grand Total Days' Atteedanee bv
the anmber Of days the school* of that parti-
ealte district were open during the period.
Tak« an exhraple: if the aggregate attend-
ance of a district was 120,000 and the nnmber
of daya the schools of the district were open
waa ISO, then the average daily attendance

;:
wonH be 120,000 divided by 150 = 800. And
if the enrolment was 1000, the percent of at-
tendance for that school district would be 80
p.e. The average daily attendance for the
?iroviaee by this plan would be the sum of
he averages for the different schools, while

the percent would still be the ratio of aver-
age attendance to enrolment. According to
tnia plan one takes th« actual number of
days the sehoola of each district were open
aa the divisor and makes up the average at-
tmdanee of the district from that. Tho
'«chools of some districts may be open 180
days, those of another only 00, each district
uaea as divisor the number of days its own
ekools were open. According to this jdan all
abort term schools can make as go»d a per-
eeot of attendance as long term schools; this
all tends to keep up the provincial average
of attendance.
But in ««rtain other provinces tho method

followed to get tho average attendance ia to
divide the aggregate attendance for the prov-

iB«ta by tha aaasbar of legally aatkortaad
teaehlDf days, which nambar may nw ap aa
high as 200, 205 or even 815. Let us asa kow
such a method wonld redoes tha pareaat of
attendance in the ease of M* school Just aaii-

tioned, if it wias situated In a provtaea wkara
the legally anthorited . mbar of tanehiag
day* ia 200. Then the averaga attaadaaea
will be 120,000 divided by 800 fnatead of ISO,
and the result ia 600 pnpUs whr^i the peteaat
ia 00 though the aggregate nttaadanee aad
enrolment are tha same aa before. Bach •
method peoaHaes the short tarm Mhool and
tends to make it lacrease its term, bat it also
lowers the provincial pareant of attundaaee as
shown. A provlnes that uses thla matJMd
suffers a considerable handicap In tha aver-
age attendance reported and alao in tha per-
cent of attendance. Ontario, Manitoba and
Alberta follow this method and are thus
handicapped. In Manitoba the aggregate at-
tendance for all the schools In 1918-17 w«o
14.:<94,7n9^ and the legal number of teaching
days was 20K; 14,304,708 M divided by 208 —
60,200, whii-h Has the average attendanee for
the whole province for that year as reported
by the minister.

The province of Saskatehewaa attain has a
different method. The teaichers n instruct-
ed to compute the percent of att idanee for
the month. Then the percent of attendaaeo
for the year is not based on the yearly Mtrol-
ment, but the monthly percentages of attend-
ance are averaged to form a yaarly pereeot.
Moreover the Department of EducMion there,
realizing that the perc«nt of attondaaeo la
largely a matter of book ' keeping haa aug-
gested to their Inspectors yet another plan
of working out the peroont of attendaaeo; it
would then be the ratio between the poaaibie
attendance per month and the actual attend-
ance. That ia if any child waa enrolled late
In the month, his possible attendanee would
be the number of school days from the date
of his enrolment to the end of the month. Wa
believe this latter plan has not yet been
adopted.

But Quebec follows none of these method
of computing its percent of attendanee. W#
have a method which is unique among tha
provinces; it may be historic too. Just how
much this unique method has to do with de-
termining our vaunted superiority as to per-
cent of attendance is not easy to detormiaa
wHh mathematioal esactltnde, bat we will
show how it tends to raise the figures. This
is how it is done. The average atteadai.ee to
date is reported in the Inspectors' Bttlletin
on the occasion of his second visit to the
school for the year. The sum of these aver-
ages ia the average for the province. Tho
percent is computed in the customary way
but includes the enrolment only to the dateof
the Inspector's visit. Thus our average at-


