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,t ,s true, had frequently imposed export duUes uponma^iy articles ofco..merce in the colonies ; but these were cons de^3rather as restrictions of commerce, than as branches of puTc reve.nue Thus, until the year 1764, the affair of taxation by au'horitvof parhament sleptin silence. England contented hlrLlf wUh
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emre tL A '"^ '^T '^ "^"'"•' ^'"^ ^^^^^^ ^^^» the Britishempire. The Americans submitted to this system, if not withoasome repugnance, at least with filial obedience.
It appears evident that, though they were not subjected oparlia-mentary taxes, they were not useless subjects to the state since thev
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It cannot be asserted, however, that ill humors were not agitatedat in ervals, between the people of the two countries, by Spt'
thVn.hT Pf '' '""'"*^" ""^ ""^" ^-^tend the superiorhy, and o„the other to advance towards independence. A year after the neaceof A.x-la.Chapelle, (1749,) a grant was made, near the iter OHoof SIX hundred thousand acres of excellent land, to some merch^tswhose association was called the Ohio Compan^ The governoTrfCanada, at that time a province of France, having had inteZenceof this establishment, was apprehensive the English had thTfnten!
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^«»>«'ana. He therefore wrote to the govern-ors of New York and of Pennsylvania, to express his surprL thathe Engish merchants had violated the French territory, in order to^ade with tne Indians: he threatened that he would cause tiem tobe seized, wherever he could find them. This traffic, however nothaving been discontinued, detachments of French and Indians madeprisoners of the English traders, at the commencement of the year
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.^^^« I-g^--' the inhabitant, of Virginia dis-r-— .. xTx. du oamt Pierre, commanding, for the king of France, a


