
THE MODERATORS PASTORAL LETTKR.
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must entertain honourable thoughts of the ministry if you duly recognise itB

Divine authorit)', and its high ends—tho presenting men perfect in Cliri&t

Jesus—the displaying to principalities and powers in heavenly places the man-

ifold wiedom of God. And you must diligently attend on it, and earnestly

implore God to bless it, if you would prove its cfFicicncy to your own salva-

tion, and that of others : fur, his sovereignty and grace must be acknowledg-

ed and honoured in all the means which ho employs in his spiritual Icingdom.

Yea brethren, we beseech you all, by your own supremo interests in that

kingdom, and by all that should constrain you to seek its establishment in thin

land, to pray for us, who minister the word that it may have free course and

be glorified. Plead with him in our behalf, and for tho soke of hia GrcatNamc,

in your closets, and families, and social meetings; and then, we may be well

asBumd, that ho will look down from heaven, and behold, and visit us ns n

church, and cause liis face to shine upon us.

We are not here formally treating of your duty towards tlie ministr}', and pn

there are many views of it which we are not at present setting before you

;

yet, there isono wliich, both on account of its own importance, and of its being

seldom exhibited in our ordinary ministrations, wo would be bold in this

epistle to press upon you—that, wc mean, which respects your providing

for the maintenance of tho Ministry. We may say, that it would not in all

respects be seU'-deiiial for Ministers to bctalic themselves to secular employ-

ments for their support: some of those have their own allurements, and most

of them in this land, their abundant profits. It is on the score of self-de-

nial, tliat they should eland aloof from such employments. Tho public and

private work of the ministry do properly claim the whole time of those who
aro called to it : and hence, it is the very first duty of a people, to c-ee that so far

as their influence and abiUty extend, their ministers shall have no temptation

to alienate their time to any inferior concerns. If, unhappily,Ministersmu8t

engage in secular employments for a temporal provision for themselves and

their families, the abstraction of even a large portion of time is not the great-

est injury which their spiritual work sustains. They are too opt to contracf.

a worldly and covetous spirit, and then at best the spiritual life can only etrug-

gle for '11 existence within them, and in such a case, it may not be expected,

that ;.'
j;. are to he extensively useful in communicating that life to others.

Christiar, < then, who allow their Ministers to struggle with poverty, or to la-

bour in worldly callings to keep poverty at a distance, aro treacherous, nliko

to their own eternal interests and to the cause, as well as the authority of

their blaster.

All Princes and Powers on earth owe a homage to Him by whom thoy reign,

and when, happily, they contribute their resources to the support and extenbion

of the Saviour's kingdom, in 130 far as they may be available to these ends,

they are, in the very way of promoting the temporal and eternal welfare of

their subjects. But, if rulers fail to appreciate the truth and to do it due iiom -

age, who does not see, that the followers of Christ arc thcnisolvos, on tiiis

account, bound to do more for its support ?
'

But beloved brethren, we need scarcely remind you, tliat tho pastoral uflico

is conversant about more than preacliiug Hi« word. Tlitro u a visible or-


