
lijh Colonies ; this not only makes them Mailers of the Furr
Trade, but will in Time put it in their Power to furnilh

France and the Wefi-Indies with all Sorts of Naval Stores,

Ships, Iron, Hemp, Flax, and every thing elfe they are in

Want of that is produced in North America,

I am fenfible thofe Parts of New France that lie in the

moft Northern Latitudes, are not likely to produce many
of thofe Articles ; but as they claim a Traft of Land of
vaft Extent, viz. from New Orleans on the South, to th^

Latitude oijixiy Degrees North, which is zboveJix hundred
Leagues *, and in Breadth from the Streights of Bellijle in

Longitude fifty-Jeven Weft, to the Lake Be Bois, is not lefs

ihsin Jix hundred Leagues from Eaft to Weft, every thing

is to be found in it that the Englijh Colonies can boaft of.

Thus the French have artfully extended their Lines
within our Colonies, not only with a Defign to cut ofFour
Communication, and trade with the Natives, but to croud

fuch of them into the Sea, as are too weak to make a Re-
(iftance, and, finally, to mafter the whole Continent.

This is not an Event that may feem practicable in an

Age, but yet the Continuance of the fame Zeal and Care

in promoting their Settlements for thirty Years to come,
which has fo manifeftly evinced itfelf for thirty Years paft,

would render it no difHcult Undertaking; befides," the

ambitious Views of frame leave no room to doubt, but

they will attempt what their Intereft fo evidently calls for ;

it is beyond Difpute that their Proceedings on this Plan

will foon put it in their Power j the Poffcffion of Nova
Scotia only lor twenty Years in Peace or War, would be

no inccnfiderable Means of efTefting it.

Should the Britijh Colonies be neglefted, or not equally

countenanced with the French, or to make it worfe, fliould

an unfeafonible ind groundlefs Jealouly be the Means of

checking their Growth, and difcouraging their Settlements,

whilft the French are ftriving with all their Might to

cherilh theirs, and fpare neither Art, Labour nor Expence

to make them confiderable, furely no one can doubt but

the Event muft prove fatal to us.

It


