
* THE ANCIENT LAW

at a casual glance to have grouped him appropriately
in any division of class. He might have been eith^
a gentleman who had turned tramp or a tramp who
had been bom vo look a gentleman. Though he
was barely above medium height, his figure produced
even in repose an impression of great muscular
strength, and this impression was repeated in his
Jarge regular, and singularly expressive features
His face was square with a powerful and rather
prominent mouth and chin; the brows were heavily
marked and the eyes were of so bright a blue that
they lent an effect which Jvas almost one of gaiety
to his smile. In his dark and slightly coarsened face
the colour of his eyes was intensified untU they

t^^^^lf ^l^^ ^* *'"''" """^ ""« "ghts under hL
thick black brows. His age was, perhaps, forty years
though at fifty there would probably be but little
change recorded in his appearance. At thirty one
might have found, doubtless, the same lines of suffer-
ing upon his forehead and about his mouth.
As he went on over some rotting planks which

spanned a stream that had gone dry, the road he
foUowed was visible as a faded scar in a stretch of
unpoverished, neutral-toned country—the least dis-
tinctive and most isolated part of what is known in
Virginia as "the Southside." A bleached monotony
was the one noticeable characteristic of the landscape
—the pale clay road, the dried broomsedge, and even
the brownish, circular-shaped cloud of smoke, which
hung over the little town in the distance, each
contnbuting a depressing feature to a face which


