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But one of the Indian Chiefs was friendly to the Eng-

lish and kept the other tribes from making war on them,

and the second summer they had a great harvest and

everything was more comfortable. It was in that autumn,

just after the grain was gathered, that the minister spoke

to them one Sunday about having a Thanksgiving day.

« It seemeth right," he said, " God hath granted us peace

and plenty. He has blessed us with a dwelling-place of

peace. He' has held back the savage red man from bring-

ing harm, to us. Therefore let us appoint a day of

Thanksgiving."

After that all the people, even the boys and girls,

were busy getting ready. The men took their guns and

fishing-rods and went into the forest, and brought home

fowl, fish, and deer, and perhaps bear meat as well. The

boys and girls gathered wild plums, and grapes, and corn,

and brought in pumpkins from the gardens; and the wo-

men made pies, puddings, cakes, and bread, and baked

the meat and com. They had great piles of cakes, and

rows and rows of pies, and loaves of bread and platters

of meat, for they all expected company. You could not

guess, I am sure, who was coming! They had sent word

to the Indians near to come and spend Thanksgiving Day

with them.

Do you suppose they came? Indeed they did. They

came before breakfast and stayed until long after supper,

and had a good time, and tasted everything the white

women had cooked, and nodded their heads and said,

"How" a great many times, to say it was good. Some

of the little girls and boys were half afraid of them, but

they need not have been; for that day the Indians felt

very kindly toward the English.

Ask pupils to mention things for wWeh they are thankful.


