
Introduction XXXI

The great majority of Wintu metamorphoses are

effected by Olelbis. The only exceptions are those

of Sas, Hawt, and TicheUs, transformed by Tul-

chuherris, and certain changes such as those of color

produced at the great musical contest given by

Waida Dikit. When each played on a flute at that

contest till he had done his best, till he had lost

breath, then he changed color. Though the Wintu

system differs much in detail from others, it agrees

perfectly with all bodies of mythology on the great

point, the main principle, metamorphosis. Through
metamorphosis, all things have become what they

are ; through revelation it was learned that the

metamorphoses took place, and in what way they

took place. We must not consider the final act as

the whole ; the change had been in process for a

long period, and the final words from opponents in

conflict, the commands of Olelbis, the decisions of

personages who changed themselves at the approach

of Indians, or at signs of their coming, are but the

very last act, the final incident, the official ending,

so to speak, of an immensely long career in each

case.

Of course there is no true information in the

American ethnic religion as to the real changes

which affected the world around us ; but there is

in it, as in all systems like it, true information re-

garding the history of the human mind. Every
ethnic religion gives us documentary evidence. It

gives us positive facts which, in their own sphere,

are as true as are facts of geo)ogy in the history of


