
sphericity of the earth, and inferred from their replies that

these spices came originally from the "West, whence his

project of finding a maritime and shorter route to Cathay.

In the year 1496, Cabot obtained letters-patent from

Henry VII for a voyage of discovery westward. He left

Bristol in the beginning of May, 1497, on a small ship called

the Matthew, manned by eighteen men. When the vessel

had reached the west coast of Ireland, it sailed towards the

north, then to the west for seven hundred leagues, and

reached the mainland. He then sailed along the coast three

hundred leagues. Returning to Bristol, Cabot saw two

islands to starboard. This is the summary of his first

voyage.
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