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The House having resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole upon the

state of the Union, and the following resolution, reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, being under consideration, to wit

:

" Rtsolved by the Henatc and Hotise of RrpresttUutives of the United SttUes of America i?i Congress

assembled. That tiie President of the Uiiilfd States forthwith cause notice to )«; ,'jivcn to the

Government of Great Britain, tlwl the convention between the United States luid Great Britain,

concerning llie territory of Oregon, of tiie Gth of August, 1827, signed at London, shall ht an-
nulled una abrogated, twelve montliM after the expiriition of the said term of notice, conformably
to the second article of the said convention of tiie 6th of August, 1827."

Mr. Inoersoll proposes to amend l)y erasing all after the word " shall,"

and insert the following :

"Shall be annulled and alirosfated at the expiration of the term of twelve months from and
aAcr said notice shall be given, confurinal>ly to the 2d article of tue said convention of the tith of
August, 1827."

Mr. W. W. CAMPBELL, of New York, obtained the floor and said-

Mr. Chairman: I approach the discussion of this subject widi diffidence

and under a deep sense of responsibility; with diffidence, because I have no
experience as a parliamentary debater; under a sense of responsitiility, be-

cause I represent on this Hoor probably the largest district in the Union—

a

district, numbering over one htmdred and twenty thousand inhabitants—

a

district, rich in this world's goods, rich in intellectual wealth, and engaged
in a commerce which is literally vexing ev( v n.a with its keels, and whit-

ening every ocean with its canvass. I have saio it is a district rich in this

world's goods. Among my immetliate constitue 'ts is that distinguished

man who, more than half a century ago, can>c a poor and friendless boy to

seek a home in this western world; who, b\'^ great energy and industry, at-

tended with almost unparuh led success, has placed himself, as far as wealth

is concerned, among the princes of the earth; the man who planted the first

American settlement upon the banks of the Cohnnbia—1 mean John Jacob

Astor. I have said the district is rich in intellectual wealth. Amorg 'le

numerous men of distinction, of learning, of fame, is that other celebrated

man who, more than half a century ago, came to make his abode with us,

and who, under our fostering laws and free institutions, rose to great emi-

nence as a legislator and statesman, who has filled many posts of honor and
trust with great credit to himself and to the land of his adoption, and whose
name is intimately connet'ted with the early negotiations relative to the Ore-

gon territory— 1 mean Albert GiiUatin. Both these venerable men are now
far down the vale of life; their heads are whitened with the frosts of inore

than eighty winters; and they have retired from the strifes and turmoils of

active life; but they are looking with interest upon the scenes now enacting^

at this Capitol by the councils of the nation.
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