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ftndiKMit. T^j,. j^iacLane's letter. On the contrary, it is cviilcnt, from Mr. rakcnliam'b despatch

of the -9lh July, 1840, tlmt the k'tter was unknown to him till its unauthorized puhlica-

tion, as mentioned in that dcspateli.* Nor did Mr. Bnehanan in any manner infjim

Mr. Pakenliam of j\[r. JIacLane's view. In a .Memorandum, f written in 18D8, Sir Rielianl

(formerly Mr.) Pakcnham, states that Mr.Puchanan on the occa.sitm of the Treaty " made

no mention whatever of the Canal de llaro as that through which tl.e line of houiulnrv

should run as understood hy the United States Governme^it." If, indeed, Mr. P.ucliaiinn

liad done so, that mere fact would he of no importance as against Her Majest_v\

Government. Mr. Pakenliam was acting under strict instructions. If Mr. Ihichanmi

had indicated the Canal de Ilaro as the houndnry channel, Mr. Pakenliam could oiilv

have answered as he did on the (|ueNtii>n of the ctlect of Article II, namely, -th''

,\rticle speaks for itself. J He had no power to modify the project of Treaty in

substance, and no power to bind his Government by assenting to or ac(iuies(ing in

an interpretation which would have been ccpiivalent to a serious inodilication.

20. It nppcars to ller^Iajcsty's Government that this examination of Mr. Maclinncs

letter justifies them in submitting to the Arbitrator that the letter all'ords no supjiort tii

the contention of the United State;'.

21. In addition to Mr. MacLane's letter, Mr. Bancroft refers to the speech of

Mr. Benton in the Senate before mentioned. Tiie passage in Mr. Bancroft's Memorial

is as follows (page 19) :

—

"A susiiii'ion (if aiiil'ijiuiiy could ikm link in the laiii.l nf any oiip. Ifv. Bontdii found the lan,!jua;.'e

go dear that ii" ailiiiitt'd it as his own. In his S[i(.'i3i-h in the Sniato on the day of tiie ralilication (f

tho Treaty, he said :

—

"' Tlie fii'.st Article of the Treaty is iii l/ir irri/ !i\i)-i!s Mhieh I myself would have used if the two

Govennnents had left il to nie to draw the b'liinilarv line lietweeii them

"'The line established by the first Art ichi follows the parallel of 411° to the sea, with a shgLl

deflection tlirou^li the Straits of i'lua ta urciJ ci/ltin;; (}Ji titc south end of J'ancoiiver's Island ...
When the lino reaches the channel wliicli se|iaiate.s Vancouver's Island from the Contitiont, it jirncpcdj

to the middle of the channel, and iheiuf tuniiiiL; .south llin,i((/li llic Cluonirl de ITitro (wroic^ly written

Arro on the maps) to the Sliaits of i'uca, and tluiii west tlii-oiiyh the miildle of that .Strait to the sea

This f^ivos us the duskr a/ islands between de Haiv's Vlitinnd and tht

Continent.'
"

22. Her Mnjesty's Government submit that the .sjieech of ^fr. Benton is even of

less value, as evidence in sujiport of the ccntention of the United States, than is

Mr. ^lacLane's letter.

(i.) It seems probable that .Mr. Benton founded his exposition of the draft Trcatv

on Mr. MacLane's letter, § extracts frtnn which had been conimunicati ' ' v the President

of the United States to the Senate. If so, Mr. Benton's interpretation is onl}' iv

reflection of Mr. Macfjnne's.

(ii.i Mr. Hellion may indeed have fornnvl his opini(m not directly on Mr. MacLane's

letter, but on the same sort of ground on wiiicb it would appear Mr. MacLane's statement

was made, namely, a knowledge (wheiher complete, or accurate, or not) of the local

conditions.]! lu that case his statement would amount to no more than a declaration of

* I!i-!<Mii'.ll Nolo,
I'.

XX.

t Inlospd in I,, nil Jul. II liiis>^ill > (li'5|iatcli to I.cird I.Mins, 24lli .Vugiisl, lf59; road, .tiuI copy given, lo

Uui'oil Stales' .Siorotiiry "f .Stato. Apj'oiidix, No. 1.

J lliKiiii'ii'at Nolo, |i. x\.

§ 'I Ills wa"- Sir Uic!iard I'.ikonliaiii's \iiH, ns <X]iio,«soil in liis Moinoraiidiim, .Apiiondix, No I.

II
Mr. ('as< iloscr.bps Mr. ltoliti>ii as lioing " boltpr orqiiaintod, ppiliaps, tlian any otlior monibor [of the

Sena'' J
wiili ilio uoo^rnpliy <i(' tlio rojfion in dis|Milo."—To Mr. Dallas, 20ih October, IboO ; read, and copy

|lvcii, lo Iter .Maipsty's Hpcrptury of Siuto for Foioi^n Affiiis.


