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to him by John Oxcnstierna,* at that time Swedish ainl)assa-

dor in London, renounced, in favor of tiie Swedes, all claims

and pretensions of the English to that country, gr(t\ving out of

their rights as its first discovi-rers. Hence everything seemed
to be settled upon a firm foundation, and all earnestness was
employed in the prosecution of the plans for a colony.

As a good beginning, the first colony was sent off ; t and
I'eter Menewe was placed over it, as being best acquainted in

those regions. 'I'hey set sail from (lotheborg, in a ship-of-war

called the AVr of Colma>\ followed by a smaller vessel bearing

the name of the />'//v/ (ir/JJin, both laden with people, provi-

sions, ammunition, and merchandise, suitable for traffic and
gifts to the Indians. 'I'he ships successfully reached their

place of destination. The high e.xpectations which our emi-

grants had of that new land were well met by the first views

which they had of it. They made their first landing on the

bay or entrance to the river Poutaxat, which they called the

river of New Sweden ; and the place where 'diey landed they

called /'iirat/isi' J\)int.%

\ purchase of land was immediately made from the Indians;

and it was determined that all the land on the western side of

the river, from the point called Cape Inlopen or Hinlopen.>5 up

to the fall called Santickan, and all the country inland, as

much as was ceded, should belong to the Swedish crown for-

ever. Posts were driven into the ground as landmarks, which

were still seen in tht.'ir places sixty years afterwards. .\ deed

was drawn up for the land thus purchased. This was written

in Dutch, because no Swede was yet al)le to interpret the lan-

guage of the heathen. The Indians subscribed their hands
and marks. The writing was sent home to Sweden to be pre-

served in the royal archives. Mans Kling was the surveyor,
j

He laid out the land and made a map of the whole river, withi

its tributaries, islands, and points, which is still to lie found in

the royal archives in Sweden. Their clergyman was Reorus
Torkillus of East Gothland.

The first abode of the newly arrived emigrants was at a

place called by the Indians Hopokahacking. There, in the

* [Tilt: brother of the great Chancellor,

)

t[In .Ai:gust, iC>37.]

t[In the neighborhood of what is now Lewes, in the State of Delaware.]

§[Now Henlopen, according to O'Callaghan (History of New Netherlands, i. 73), orijji-

nally called '^ Hiiid/ofien'" by Captain Cornelius Mey, after a town of the same name in

Friesland. Mey also pave his own name to the southern cape of New Jersey, which we now
call Cape May. He visited the country about the year 1614]
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