
wmmmm

f.- ---v^

After climl)ing the hill fnnii

IJeuuce .Junction we j>;uss St.

FroUerie, TriU;^', Brought) )n and

Roltertson StatioUH, and arrive at

Thetford ; this is perhaps the

most interesting region on tlu;

w'lKtle line. Thetford hxtks likf

a town of huts nt't iii)on a vol

eano; the charred forms of burn-

ed trees lie where tliey fell : earth

and rock are hea[)ed up in un-

canny masses: the houses' lurr

stand at detiance of all rules of

tlie compass, eac!i owner evident-

ly locating as hcscluK-ses, and yet

Thetford is a necessir.y. Along

the gray ridge (»f rock beside the

t.»wn are theojieii (quarries where

that mysterious mineral, known

in trade as aslnjstos, is foinid.

It exists in seams sh(»t tnrougli

the hai'd serpentine rock, which

is blasted out and iKunmered

into fragments to obtain this

valuabh.! iion-c(»nductor of heat,

.lust how nature dejxisited this

curious substance seems to be a

mysteiy. Its tibrous texture

renders it valualde in a hundred

ways, and new uses are constant-

ly being discovered for it. Steam

-

[>ipe8 are sheatlunl with it; roofs

are covered to render them tire

]iro(»f. It is H}>un with other

fibres into cloth that will not

burn. The writer has seen a

m^r^
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