to the Yukon lay cilmost rendy wmap-
ped with Edmionton as tho starting
polnt. Euncrgetic citizens, roused by
the arrival of the advance guard of
travellers, soon took tho matter wp
and ojd-time traders and trappers,
hardy sons of the north, familiar with
every fnolt of the way, many of whom
had gpent years in the very heart of
the Yukon country, furnished  data
from which {t was soon demonstrated
that Lore was tho “Open Scsame,”.
here tho means to make tho goid
fields casily accessible {o tho poor
man a# welf es the rich.

The past two months have fully Jde-
monstrated the advantgges affordsd

"the  prospector who would go
by the Edmoiton  route. I
quick  success.on  moany varties
ltave arrived at Edmonton
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THE COMMERCIAL

ureg woell-known to many restdents
who have put in years in that country.

With these known advantages are
jolned immensely greater oneg in
cheapness of transport, whether tho
water route or pack trail 1s chosen.
A8 these will be better spoken of sep-
arately, o description I8 given hert
first of the water route, then of the
overland.

i

THE MACKENZIE RIVER
ROUTE

From Edmonton to Yukon vin Mac-
kenzio river Is a route which at pres-
ont Is the on'y one ffering the ad-
vantage of low cost of tramsport for
large quantities of suppiles. At small
cost all outfits are freighted to Atha-
bas2a Landing, ninety miles north of
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abasca and steam launches on the
8'ave and Mackenzie rivers and Great
Stave lake. In time regular steame
ors wil ply on the latter also. DBy
whatever means the trip down the
Athabas:»a ant  S.ave rivers oacross
Great S.ave lake and thenca down the
Mackenz'e s acomparativoly easy
one, having long been traversed Loth
ways by partios of tradorg and by the
steamers of the 1. B. Co. On the Ath-
abasca river are the Grand Rapids and
a series of smaller rapids for 87 lles
telow, requiring for safety an ox-
perienced pilot, wwhose services may
be obitaine I at areasonab.e price. Ref-
crence to the map accompanying this
number, wilt show thai at intervals
along this route are forts or trading
posts, 0 that travellers are never

WATKER ROUTE TO THE KLONDYKE, VIA EDMONTON~Stcamer and Sturgeon Head Boats at .Athabasea Landiug -

and from thence, having outiitted for
the journey, snt out eithier by water
or overland cn o tirip)which presonts no
great difficulty and across a country
long traversed by the trappers and
traders engaged in the fur busines:
for over o century. When first taken
up. the majority of those who chose
this route, secured boats and went by
the Athabasca and Mackenzle rivers,
but as the secason hus advanced many
parties, large and small, wishing to
take advantago of the winter months,
have loaded their horses and struck
the pack trail across country to the
heallwaters of the Peacy Liard and
Pelly rivers, relying on thoe compara-
tive openness of the country, possitil-
ity of feed for horses, the known light
fall of enow and pleasant winter, feat-

Photo by C. IV. Mathers

Edmonton, where the water journey
begins. Boats require to le buiit of
suitable type, preferably alarge
canoe, York boat, or one of similar
style, as ‘belng easier to take up
stream at the other end of the jour-
ney. These may be Luilt at the Land-
ing or at Edmonton and transports
od. They may be of any size up to
fivoe tons capacity, but-one of two and
one-half tons capacity and maanned by
four to six men s preferable, as large
parties can take two or more of these
gnd  haundle them to groater
advantage in portaging. The cost
varles, $75 being the lowest guoted,
complete, and there are competent
bui'ders prepared to turn them out.
By uext season it is altogether likely
that steamers wiil be put on the Ath-

onee out oOf reach of commupication
with man. The crossing of the Great
S.ave lake is pousibly as difficult a
part of the journey as small boats
wil enzounter, it being necessary to
have rezard to the direction of the
wind, and in this part of the trip,
Loats of the lest type will be found
to have a great advantage over
f12¢ boats or stmilar vessels. Once thio
Mackenzie r.ver is reached uo further
obsiruction to navigation s met
with, the river being yvery larme
through its whole course. All along
the rivers oud Iakes to well within the
Arctic  Circle, the traveller will be
surprised to find f{lourishing vegeta-
tion, gardens being  cultivated at
«very post Tuere is abundance of tim-
ber and gamo is plentiful, though



