a few points along the k {8 any
rock exposed. Tho tops of the higher
hllls and ridges are vold of vegetation
oxcept arctlc mosses and lichens, but
all the rest of the country I8 covered
with & thick layer of moss which,
agaln, supports gerub spruce, some
scrub white birch, and a thick growth
of unortnern shrubbery. This com-
pletely conceals the surfaco of the
rocks, and to removo to a sufficlent
extent to search for quartz prospects
would entall a vast amount of labor
~much more than the ordinary, every
day prospector can afford.

DIAMOND DRILL THE CHEAPEST.

The cheapest .and most expeditious
method of quuartz prospecting here
would be by diamond drill. A light
portable machine of that description,
a compact light engine and boller guf-
ficient to work It, could be easlly
made and set up at varlous polots
along the varlous creeks. From the
cones thus obtalned experts could
readily determine what the probabili-
ties and prospects were. This re-
quires capital, but I have no doubt
a compauny formed with this object in
view, prospecting In this way, would
find it a profitable investment.

All the gold 1 have secen taken out
of El Dorado and Bonanza, for that
matter of other creeks, too, bears no
ovidence of hxving travelled any dis-
tance. Many, it might be sald the
majority, of the nnggets found are just
as regular and irregular in shape ns
if they had been hammered out of the
mother lode, instead of being washed
out of the gravel.
MOTHER LODE ALCONG

VALLEYS,

1 have scen nn evidence ol glaclation
anywhere in that district, so I can-
not help coming to the conclusion that
much of the mother lode from which
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this gold came +will yet be found
walong the valleys. Whether it s
concentrated enough w0 pay

for the expenses of quartz mining
cau ouly be determined by proper re-
search. I cannot help thinking that
much of it wwill.

Now let us tako aglimpse of the
country south of the S8towart river,
some sixty-five or seventy miles fur-
ther up and about 400 miles in length.
Its tributary will easily double this.
This gives us in the neighborhood of
1,000 miles of stream. On agreat
deal of sarface, prospecting has been
done and line gold found everywhere.

Now, where fine gold is found coarse
gold has generally been found too.
Assuming this to hold good in the
Stewart Valley, we will have bere
one of the largest, If not the largest
mining areas in the world, upwards of
100 miles further up the Pelly joins.
On this finc gﬂd has been fouund, too.
Above is the Hootalingua. upon which
{ine go'd has been found, 8111 farther
south the Cassar district, In British
Columbla, was afnmous gold fleld.
Farther on yet the Caritioo district
was famous.

GREAT GOLD-BEARING AREA.

Now, draw & line through these sev-
eral po!nts and produce it northwost-
ward, you will {ind that the Forty
Mile gold bearing area. Mission Creek
aand Seventy Mile Creek, below Forty
AMile, Biieh Creck., Minook Creeck. and
still farther down tlie Klondyke, is
either In this lino or close to it. The
gencral trend of these poluts lie in the
dlrection of an arc of a great circlo
of tho earth and it is probable that
Zold will bo found along its produc-
tion as far as Belirlng Sea. It is like-
\y the.gold found in Siberia is a part
of tho samo-system.

THE COMMERCIAL

This shows a most extensive aren of
vast possibilities. What it wants for
its proper development is incroased
transportation faclitties, with the cer-
tainty of suflfictent food supply to sus-
taln thie number of peopmle required.
At present and during the past, o visit
to the country entalled & long period

of time and considerablo  ex-
pease aud much uncertainty
as to whether or not one can

remalin there more than a few weeks.
Give us lnereased, quicker, and cheap-
er ingress and egress, with a certain-
ty of food In this part of Canada, and
Alaska will furnish employment to un-
told thousands.

FOOD SUPPLY NECESSARY.

At present food 18 so0 expensive that
ordinary, every day dlggings, which
would prove remunerative in  more
favorably situnted localities, are en-
tirely neglected. At present the food
supply available at Dawson and to be
laid down chere this season will not
much If any more than furnish the re-
quirements of those now there.

If the rumors concerning the numter
secking access to the country are true
there will be much dearth of provis-
fons. To make one’s way out of that
country during the winter to the
nearest point where supplies are
avallnble, which Is at Dyea or Jun-
eau, {8 an arduous labor, requiring
about one month with a good dog
team for its completion.

Now, the prople making this trip
consume much more food while doing
so than they otherwise would. The
dogs. too, ccasume o  tremendous
amount. The old adage that the
cure s worse than the disease is par-
ticularly applicable. If those on their
way succeed In reaching Dawson they
will either have to make their way
down the river at once and return
to Scattle or remain at Dawson and
run the danger of starvation unless
they have brought with them sullict-
ent food for onc year’s use.

SHOULD GO WELL PPREPARED.

1 would cmphatically warn all con-
templating toming into this country
for the betterment of their fortunes
to come well prepared with provisions,
clothing and miner's tools, with o few
necessary carpenter tools.

In saymg this, I do not wish to be
nnderstood as at alt reflecting upon
she companies now frading  there.
They are making strenuous efforts to
mect the pew requirements, but tho
transition from two small mining
camps to such a world-famous cne as
Dawson was so sudden that it found
then: for the purpos> unpreparcd. Next
year their freighting facllitics  will

possibly treble that of this year, bLut
even that  will probably be found
short.

Then agaln, tho ocean VoY~
age from S-cattle or San Fran-
cisco to 8t. Michaet's, and

from 8t. Alchasl's to Dawson, some
1,600 miles, Is long, tedious and exs
peusive. More important still, is the
shortness of the time in which this
routo Is availablo. Steamers seldom
reach 8t. Miclhnel's before the end of
June, owing to the ios in Behringe Sea,
and captains of vesgels care little
about risking o voyage there after
the middle of Septembier, as storms
arc so violont and so shallow is Behr-
ing Sea.

ROUTE AVAILABLE FOR THREE

AfONTHS.

From these causes it cannot be
claimed that tho route vin St. Mich-
gel's is nvallablo for more than three
months in the carly—July, Angust and
September. The {co in  the Upper
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Yukon river breaks up about the mid-
flo of May. Gonerally about the 20th
the river is clear enough for steams
boat navigntion. Ice hegins to run
again about the middle of Octobor,
s0 that we can count on nearly five
months’ steamboat navigation in
that rlver, ag against three via 8t
Michael's.

Give us some easy continuous route
for the south down the river to these
points and we nearly doubled our time
available for transport and this, were
there no difference in cost, would be
aulte an item in the development of
the country.

But it will probably be found that
the cost will be considerably reduced,
too. Of course, the cost will be regu-
lated conslderably by the amount of
demand, hut give us the facllities and
T firmly belleve the demand will rise
and meet it more than half way.

To those coming into the country
contemplating getting a claim on Bon-
anza or Il Dorado I would
say do nmnot think of it. As
I sald before, both these creeks were
located last fall, and if you have
money enough to purchiase an interest
in any of them you have money
enough to »zaatin where you are, nos-
sibly wits =x much beneflt and as-
suredly wiRa much more comfort to
yourself

ONLY ONTE. BONANZA.

The rich claims which have given
these two crecks world-wide reputa-
tions aggregate 130 in number. From
these spring all the stories of fabulous
wealth of this region, and these stor-
fes are largely true. But as far as
1 kuow, up to the present time, there
is only c¢ne Bouanza and one El Dor-
ado.  The other creeks I have men-
tioned prospected good, but as I have
already  stated they are practically
undeveloped. That other crezks as
rich as these two will be found X can
neither assert nor deny., That there
is an extensive gold beariug area here
which will be an important factor in
the world’s supply of that metal for
many years to come I am pesitive.
But I would solcmnly warn you to
come prepared.

No  gold wining camp ‘ever
yet found in world  enriched
more than a  few of Cie

miners, and it is sincerely to be hoped
that this will prove an exception in
that way.

I must qualify this by saying that
much of this failure can be attrihuted
to the life the average miner leads.
A man with $2000 or £3.000 gener-
ally is careful to take steps to keep
it in his poses-ion aud to increase it.
Not so with the average miner, how-
ever. It seems to me that he vies
with his associates in spending  his
money as fast as he possibly can, and
in mest mining camps the fach'ities for
doing so appear to be created and
sustained with an ingenuity that 1is
almost diabolical.

EFATUGRES OF MINING CAMPS. .

Drinking the worst brands of liqu-
ors, oambling  almost unlimited. and
prostitution of the lowest ovrder are
prowminent features of all the mintng
camps I have ever scen. In Canada
cfforts will br made to repress these
conditions, but with the best efforts
in the world only a measure of suc-
cess can be achieved in that direction.
What the majority of the community
wants it will obtain, if not openly.
then seccretiy.

1r the majority did not
want those things, certainly
they would not exist to the extend
they do.



