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Tlle Abbo Constanutin.
DY LIOVIC IAEY

On that sainîe daty nt belf-put sûven
o'cleck, Jean %vent ta the parsanago
for the cure, anti togetiier they took
the roadte t the chiatean.

For a tnonth, an armiy ef workinpn
hati been in possession of the chazteu ;
the village imue andi win slibea i
matie afortune. Iuues r.gî-wu
ans ied brouglit cargoe af furniuure
and upluol6terie8 frontu Paris. Forty
ightfleurs lhoforo àMrs. Seetàarrivai,

,Iademoist!eleMorbean, the uuitress af
tLe post, andi Madame Lorniuîn, the
Mayor's wife'uu, lied matie their way ini
te the chateau; their accounts îuriuu*d
ovcryane's lead. The aId furniituro
laed dieappened. banishedu ta t1io attic ;
they wvandered thrcùugli a perfect uuus-
cut o ai navels. AIdthe stables!
andi tho coach-bousel1 A special train
Lad brought frein lParis, under Edward's
persoas supier vision, twlve carniages,
andi such carnia"es. Twcnty herses,
anti sncbherses !

The Abbe Constantin tbonght bc
knew what luxur>' was. Once a year
ho dineti witb bis bishap,' Monsf.gneur
Fanbert, an amiable, rich prelate. who
entcrtained largely. The cure, until
now, liad thoug:it nothing --ould be
more sumuptidue tbat thoe eliscopul pa-
lace at Souvigny, thari the chateaux ai
Lavardens and L-inguevai. Hol began
ta understanti.after -bait lie Leard af the
spiendors ot L-agueval, that the lux-
ury af tho fine hanses af ta day won.
derfuiiy surpasses the hcavy, sevc-re
lnxcny o! the ancient bouses af former
tisys.

After the Cure anti Jean Lad gene a
short distance on the roati leading ta
the chateaux, tbrough the tiark

4LDook-, Jean, » sciti the cure, "wbat
a change! AIl thie part of the park
useti ta e b et uncared for, anti see,
xow it is aIl gravelleti andi raketi. 1
shall ne longe-r feel nt home bere, as
formeri>'. 1 shah! net finti ry eld
maneon velvct nrm*chair, i llwicb it
se alLen happcned that I fell asleep
alter dinner. Ind if 1I go to sîePp ibis
evening, a-at 'vill beceme oaIlnle
Yen must keep watch, Jean. If you
sece bat I amn beginning ta -et sli-epy,
yen muet coma behinti n#- anti pinch
My armu a littie. Yen promise me 1"

Jean listcncd on!>' indiffercntly te
tho zure's disconurli. He w"asimpat-
ient ta sec Mrs. Scott anti MiFs Perci val
again ; but bis impatience a-as mingledwitb ver>' great anxiety. MWas ho go.
ing ta fint thein, in th;e'grand salon ofLnngilev8l, the saine as lie lbat them in
the littie tining-room ai the parseonagel
Perbaps, instead two wt-ea-men se per.
fcctly simple anti easy, enjn ing their
imaprevised dirncr, on tbat irst day-
a-ho met. hlm se graciously anti affabl>',
bu 'vas gain- ta finti two fashionale
dolls, clegant, coiti, anti correct. War,
bis firat impression gain,- ta e effgceti,
to disappearl Or, 'voulti it, an tLe
c, itrary, grow deeper anti sa-cton in
hie hearti

Tbey 'vent tmp the scps, andi 'erc
received ir the lobbhy hy tv-o taîl font-
mnen 'with the most dignifieti anti im.

posiag of manners.This lbby aa
fariner1 >' an immense rocin, clieerh'*ss
anti haro, in its 'valîs of tone ; te d.%y,
the walale 'ero cuvereia with heau'iful
tapostnies repres-nting nuyiIoozical
r.ubjcct8.The cure scarcp'!>'looketi an
the tappstrie, but tbat waa enongh te
perceivo that the gotideïses a-ho wêe
walking ln the fieldis a-re costun-ea oi
antique simplicity.

One of the foc m epenêde foucld.
ing doors af the grand salon, flore-,
the aid tmarchionesu aas usually sitting,
at the rigbt of the large firc-placp, and
on the lbit atoodt tii"marcon ai-m-chair
Tho snaroen arm.chair a-as thére no
longer. Tho old fuIniLureofaithe (imn
af the Empire a-as repiacea i urni.
tnra cf marvellona antique tapesti->,
anti a great mas>' itto chairs anti

littIe î'ifs of aIl colera a-i ebepes,
were pluîce'ti lure antithora iwith an
eppearance of disortier wbich was the
hciglit ai art.

Mril. Scott, ou geeing the cure anti
Jean, rose, andi going te aueet themi,
saiti:

'lion- kinti of yen teconu", Monsieur
lo Cîure, anti yen (00 monsieur ; anti I
uniî gladtutapec you again, muy Çrt, này
ouly frienuis lere 1"

Jean broatheti agalin. IL wae jugt
the Biajo 'vemini.

'lI>î,rmnit une," atideti Mu-a. Scott, '' tu
prosv-at imy cbildren Le you-larry,
Bu'la-conie here."

Ilarry 'vas a very pretty littlo boy
of six yena, anti Bella. a ver>' pretty
iittluu girl of five ; tbey badl thein
inothu'r'a largo dark uye.aid golden bain.

After thu' cure Lad kisse-t tho tw-o
children, liarry, who way hûeking
aduirizigly et Jean's uniiornu, saidtu t
hie mother

" Andti te soldier, shall T kiss the
soldier, tee, îuunumia 1"

-If yen ike," repiieti Mra. Scott,
&$antiIf le is willing."'

The twao chiltinen were instalîsti an
Jcan's knees, lu a few minutes, anti
avcerheleti Lii witb q--'s#iuui&

«Art- yen an elliceni1"
- Yes, 1 arn an otlicer."
-la whet !"

-"In the artiller>'."
"lime artiiier3-. Tluey are theoenes

who fine off the cannan. Oh! boa-
uçîh 1'veulti iko ta bc very close te

(Le cannon anti hear it fire."
-1 Witt 'ou take ne, sanie dcv, a-len

îLe>' fine'off the cannon ; susy, you
'vill 1"

Mi-m Scott, during thia time, a-as
talking with the cure, anti Jean, a-hile
ansvnerjug the childrcn's queations, 'as
leakiniglit -s. Scott. She a-are a
tiresaifawhite muelin, Lut thue uneii
a-as almost concealet b>' a inass af
valenciennes lotinces. I i a-asect
square ia front, ver>' lowi. lier urina
a-ena bare ta the elbow, a large bunch
of reti roses on the corsage, anti a reti
nosf- fasteneti in ber bair with a diamonti
#Pqrafc: ; (at -as cIl.

Mrs. Scott sndtienly itaw that Jean
a-as gein g threugh a militar>' examina-
tien b>' the ta-o ciltiren :

"loh1 I be" your parden, Monsieur
larry IBllua !"

-"Leav tlucm 'vit.b me, I beg of yen,
maadame-."

"Iain so sonry ta kecp yen waiting
for dinner 1I'My sister bas net corne
down yct. Ah ! Lere she cames'"

Bettina enîcreti. The saine whbite
muslia dress, the saine profusion o!
lace, the sain-. reti roses, (Le samne
grâace, the samne béait>', the ename
rimilinq, gracions, cordial %veicome.

'- I bc.- yen tu excuse me, 'Monsieur
ho Cure. Have yen pardonetd ime my
horribler gitidinees af tLe other day 1"

Thon turnin- tu Jean anti holding
eut bier hand.

-' h'..ujlur .if'nuisi'r .- .1- !,n.
sieur. Ah! I cannot recolc.zt yonn
naine, and yet it Seeme ta me (bat a-e
areaid fri4-desl isiu "

"lJean Rs.ynauti."
"Jean Revnand, (bat isit. fl.njm.'u

Monsieur Reynaudi but 1I gi o ye
fair a-arning that 'Wo i'haill besncb aid
frientis, in a week. that I ahail cail yen
2%Ionsipzir Jean. Jean je a ver>'prtty
naine."

Ilinuer 'vas annonnc.-d. Thoe gev-
enhue.se-s caiine fnr tho chiltiren, Mm-a.
Scott. toofr the cure's aria; Bettina,
Jean's. Uatil uo moment o! Bettina's
appearance, .Jean Lad mid L-) hirelf:

-Mr& Scotti je epreitierl»l When
hoe sa-Ieettina's littie bandi slip fate
bis arum, and w'hen she turnoti ber
lot-el>' face ni-en ut him ho sait1 tu
himsehf, -"'Miss Percival le the prêt-
tien 1" Mit hoLe f11back ia othe same
perplcxi;a-lue» Le aas scateti beta-een
tho ta-a sistem-a. If le look-cd tu is
ripht, iL 'vas on t.hat aide ho saw hla-
s-If 'thrcsstenerl with falling in love;
ant if hLeturned tth L efithe danger
immediately changeti places, anti passet
over ta th oitL bide.

The conversation i-as animateti, un.
rcsenu'ed anti ensy. Thes two istere
weru iii ruptures. Thoy lied alrndy
takion a walk ia tho park. Thoy led
promniseti themselvee a long ride in the
forest~ next day. To ride an horseback
-that a-as tiroir pasion, their folie !
And ti Laa ise Jean'a pausion ; se
inîchu se that, etthîe cati e! fitteen
uininutte, blie li euseinvitedtietajuin
Vttio hue usuxt day anti lid accepteti
witil deligbt.

No eue know tire viciuity btter
tiien lie ; it a-as his birthu-piaco.le
would be se happy te de the lhonora
and show tiieni ami> number ai chan».
in-,h itile places, a-hidli tlhey nover
'voulit discover witbont him.

*'DIo yen ride even>' day 1" neketi
Bettiuua.

IlEî'ery de>', anti semetimes tîvîce.
Ia the monring an dt>, anti in the
cvening for pleasur.e."

"Early in the inerning""
"At baif-past fivus."
"At laîf-pat five oecry merning 1"

Ye-4, except on Stinda>."
'lhuern yeun uet tire. . . 1

"At balf.past four."
"Antiileit dayhighLt"

"Oh! et thie seasen, broati day-
light."

"limatisl astonishing, teie et hall.
pnst four! Our day very ofan en ode
just rat tho Lour a-heu yen are heginning
yenns Anti do you like yenr proies-
sien V,

~' ery much, Mademoiselle. IL la
pleasant ta Leva yenr work lie straigbht
befere yen, aith aIl yeur duties plain
anti well.tiefineti"

"-Stili," saidi Mrs. Sco1ttIl net te ho
oa&'s aa-n master, te be abligod always
ta obey ?"

IlPorbape that suite me best. There
fe nahbin- casier thon ta obey; anti
thon, ta Icara te ohey l3 theouoly w'a>'
ta ieern ta commanti."

"Ali!!a-at yen se>' le ver>' truc 1"
"Ycs, no tiouht," saiti the cure,

"lut 'vbat hc ocae t sa>', is, that Le
lse ho st distinguisheti oficer le bis
regiment. is (bat -I

"1Gotifatuer, I heg of yen."
Thïie cure, in rpita ofIenii proteste,

waes geing on with the pauegyric o! bis
egetsen, a-heu Bettina interrupteti:

siIt le nectiles% , Monsieur Ie Cure,
te ra> anytbing. We kno'v ail that.
you 'vonîdteltl us. WVe bave Lsd the
curiesity te inquiro about, oh! I1a-as
geing taese>' Monsieur Jean, about
M1onsieur Reoynaudi. But indeoti 1 the

acceunta eeo onderful !"_
"lI arn curions ta kzuoa- a-at the>'

'vere,"a
"-Oh! nothing-nothing--you shal

knoa- natbing about theni. 1 do net
'vent te, make yen hinah, anti yen
'veitle bcoliligedt ta hîne."

Thonz tnrning to tho cura:
"Andi about yen, tee, «Monsieur le

Cure, xvo have Lad acceunits ai yen.
It scecis that yen are a saint."

1Oh, as ta that., IL le quite truie,"
crieti Jean.

This time, it 'vas the cure a-ho cut
short Jean's elequence. TLe dinr.er
a-as nurly orer. The olti priest Lad
net gene tbrengh the dinner 'vithout
consiticrahie trepidation. Several turnes
Le had Ibeensecri-eti aith unknoa-a
complicated constructions. upon 'vhlch
le ventured with a tremnhing bant-
le a-as af-aid crerytbing a-oulti tumiîlo
ta, pitces: qnivening ca&stiea of jel>',
pyramide ai truifles, fortresecs of crcain,
parapets of pastry andt tti-rs af ices.
The Abbe Constantin dined beartil>',
boa-wen, ant idt net flinch hefare ta-o
or tbrce glasses ofi champagnr. lie
titi net. tiiliko go living. Perfection
la not ai thie 'Vend.

Thn cofFre waas serveti on the terrace
in frontalf the chatean. Thc round of
theolad village clock, striking nine,
.vas heard at a distance. TLe 'vooda
anti nadows slcpt. The autlities af
the park grea- indistinct anti vague.
Tho moca rose slowly above the tope
ai the Lau (i-c-es.

Bottina placed a box aifcigare on
the table.

"Do you emoke 1" eeid ebe ta Jnan.
"YeuademoisltLo'

.raite ono thon, monsieur Jean,
there I bave said i k Teke, but no;
liaten.'*

And Bepcaking in a Iow tane, aes ab
otTpred bim the cigare:

IIt je Jerk now, you cen blush at
your Paste. 1 aun gaitg to tell you,
what 1 would net tell you at the table
juGt now. Tito aid notary et Souvigny,
who wvee your guerdian, camne tea ee
suy aister about the payniente for the
chateau. Hie tolti us what yen did
afLer your father's deetb, iwbat yau did
for thet Pour niotlier, andt tat. young
girl. WuVe wre vcry much toucbed hy
it, mysinster and V'.

-Yis, inonsieur," continueti Mrs.
Scott, 11andi that je thbe resor we have
recciveti you ta day witla so much flea-
sure. WVe wauld flot havé givcn every
ane stichi a welcomoe, yau xnay rest
essured. Now tare your cigar. My
8istor ie waiting."

Jean coulti net finti a word to reply.
Bettina was there, in front tif him,
with tho box of cigare in bath bande,
and lier cyca fixeti full on jean'a face.
Site was enjeying tlut vory genuine,
very keen dellight which mn>' be ex-
pressed in this phrase:

Il seeme to Zae that I atu leeking
at an bonest yaung mnan." IlAnd
now," saiti 2Mrs. Scott, I"lot us sit
down andi cnjoy this lovely nigbt.
Take your cofrce and ioke."

"And wve will not talk, Suzie, we
will net tak. Thie grand 8tillness of
the count.ry is adorable alLer the up-
ruar of Parie. Lot us he still, witbeut
speaking. Let us look nt the sky, andi
tbe moon, and the stars."

Sa ail four began to carry out the
lit ie Programmre with great cnjaymcnt.
Suzie andi ]3cttiva, quiet, rcsting, abso-
Intel>' separated frot thoir lufe of the
day bL-fore, and aiready fe-eling an
affection for thi3 country which bad
just receiveti thetn and was gaing ta
kep tbem.

Jean Waa less caim ; Miss Percival's
words bad moved i hm deeply ; his
heart badl not y.-t resumeti its regular
beating.

But, heppiest aofail, was the Abbe
Constantini. lie Lad thoroughiy enjay.
ed the little episode which Lad put
Jcan's modcsty ta such a severe, yct
sucb a pleasant, test. The ebbe loved
his godsan se dean>'. The tenderest
of fathers nover loveti marc fondly bis
dearet chilti. Ven the aid cure
looketi nt the young aficer. ho of ten
saidt tahirnef :

"lHIoaven has blesseti me! 1 amn a
pricat, andi yet I bave a son 1"

The abbe 'vas lost in a ver>' dciiuht-
fol reverie; ho founti birnscif nt homo
again, more at home than ho ever
imagincti couiti again ho the case; bis
ideas gradually becamo confused anti
entangîcti. Reverie becamo drowai-
ness, drowsiness i .- nrne sieep . the dis-
aster was sean complote, inreparable.
The cure 'vas asleep, sounti uileep.
The extraordinary dinner and tho two
or tbreco giasset; of ampagne hai,
perbaps, sometbing to do 'with the
catastrophe.

jean Lad net. ohserved anytbing.
lic bad forgatten bis promise ta bis
"0odiather. Andi, why Lad ho forgotten
it. Becauso ra Scott and Miss ?er-
cival bail chasen ta put their fout on
the foot-kitoole in iront cf their big
wiilow chairs, lincti with cushionR.
Thon they leûncti back, lazil>' ia their
chaire, and their nunElin skirts were
raiscd a littlé, a von>' littie, but stili
ufficiently ta disciose four littie fect.

wLose outlines appeancti very citer and
distinct in the mooniight, under the
twe pretty biilowg cf white lace. Jean
look-et st the littiofqeet and asktid him-
seli thift pueLle»:

Wbieh ara the amaller r'
«Whilc ho 'vas trying ta salve tho

prohiem, Bettina suddcnly saidt t him
i a low tODO:

"Mc'onaieur jean 1I'Monsieur Jean !"
-4Mademnoiselloe'1"


