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ing to withia less than a mile of Halifax barbour. To improve
the river, and join it and the lakes by a succession of canals.and
locks, s0 as to form «a continuous navigation from the Basin of
Minas ta the Atlaatic, across the province, was the grand design of
the Canal projectors. To deter them theyhad a height of ninety
gpree feet to surmount; butts encourage them tbey had—that
great requisite in such undertakings—a sufficiency of water at the
highest !evel : the first Shubenacadie lake, ninety three
feet ahove Ialifux barbour, having a depth of sixty iwo feet water,
and other reservoirs being contigious to it. We naw have taken
a general view of the design of the undertaking ; and together with
the chief advantages, the intercourse with the vast wectern agri-
cultural, miperal, and timber districts, we should recollect the
incalculable benefit which such a line will occasion all along its
course ; the settlements, the roads, it will call into existenge, and
the indefinite prosperity which such a work must prepare far
some distant period.

This Canal was contemplated so long ago as the year 1797, and
a survey was then made ; in 1815 a second survey was made ; in
1824 the opinion of an eminent British Civil Engineer was had on
the subject, nnother survey, report aud estimate were made ; tind
in July 1626 the work was commenced. The estimate for the
cotiipletion of the work was about £55,000 currency, and the
capital of the company was fixed at £60,000, distributed into
shares of £25 each. The work was commenced with £32,800
in bands ; but on account of alterations, accidents, and unforceen
exigencies, the available funds were eshausted long before half
the work was completed. In 1829 the Assembly of the Province
gaardnteed, o the amount of £1500 anonallv for ten years, the
interest on all loans made to tbe canal company. In May 1829
the Secretary of the company, Charles Fairbanks, Esq. sailed for
England {o endeavour to procure the necessary funds in the Mo-
ther Country. He succeeded in procuring a loan of £20,000
from government, and in disposing of shares to the amount of
£27,000, making in all an additional sum of upwards of £50,000
currency. On this the canal has been advancing with considera-
ble rapidity, and at a meeting held the 28th of Febraary, 1831,
a Report was made of the state and prospects of the company’s



