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where, at some hour of day or evening or night, as he
read some page, or heard some narrative, or saw some
happier schoolfellow set off fr»m Exeter to begin his

college life, the love of intellectual enjoyment, the

ambition of intellectual supremacy had taken hold of

him ; that, when or how he knew not, but before he was
aware of it, the hope of obtaining a liberal education

and leading a professional life had come to be his last

thought before he slept ; his first when he awoke ; and
to shape his dreams. Behold in them, too, his Avhole

future. That day, that hour, that very moment, from

the deep snows of that slow hill he set out on the long

ascent that bore him— " no step backward "— to the

high places of the world ! He remained under the tui-

tion of Mr. Wood until August, 1797, and then entered

this college, where he was, at the end of the full term
of four years, graduated in 1801. Of that college life

you can tell me more than I can tell you. It is the uni-

versal evidence that it was distinguished by exemplary

demeanor, by reverence for religion, respect for instruc-

tors, and observance of law. We hear from all sources,

too, that it was distinguished by assiduous and various

studies. With the exception of one or two branches,

for which hig imperfect preparation had failed to excite

a taste, he is reported to have addressed himself to the

prescribed tasks, and to have availed himself of the

whole body of means of liberal culture appointed by the

government, with decorum and conscientiousness and
zeal. We hear more than this. The whole course of

traditions concerning his college life is full to prove two
facts. The first is, that his reading, general and various

far beyond the requirements of the faculty, or the

average capacity of that stage of the literary life, was
not solid and useful merely, which is vague commendar


